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Abstract

Today, entreprencurship goes beyond the realm of business and is also meaningful in
the social, political, cultural, moral, and other fields. Social entrepreneurship involves
creating economic and social value in an innovative way. The aim of this study is to
investigate and explore social entrepreneurship models using meta synthesis method.
Thus, after referring to the sites “Google Scholar” and “Scopus” in the period 2000
to 2022, among the many scientific articles, 35 suitable articles were identified. The
validity of the proposed concepts, the hybrid outputs, and the concepts generated
by the Delphi panel technique have been categorized and validated by a group of
elites. In order to analyze the concepts, dimensions and influential components, the
content analysis method has been used. Findings indicate the development of social
entrepreneurship dimensions in the form of five general categories: “multilevel
innovation”, “social value creation”, “ecology and design of social business
model”, “definition of the role of social entrepreneur” and “employment and income
generation”.
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1. Introduction

Social entrepreneurship is an emerging field in entrepreneurship literature. Although
recently the phenomenon of social entrepreneurship has received increasing attention
in research and practice, but so far no common definition of it has been provided that
is agreed upon by researchers.

In a general definition, Rasmussen considers entrepreneurship to be inherently
complex. This process includes all activities, functions and actions related to the
perception of opportunities and the creation of subsequent organizations. This
complexity is due to the uncertainty that results from how to choose the best method
to develop a business concept, obtain the necessary resources and make effective
decisions (Rasmussen, 2011: 448). In another definition, social entrepreneurship is a
fluid and controversial concept that includes meanings that are interpreted differently
according to the cultural, geographical and historical context. It seems that the
understanding of social entrepreneurship is realized in its comparison with economic
entrepreneurship. For this purpose, the general principles of social entreprencurship
will be examined first, and then the differences between the two will be determined by
examining the principles of economic entrepreneurship.

Social entreprencurship offers solutions to a range of social problems (Nicholls
2006) and is acknowledged to be an effective mechanism for generating economic,
social and environmental value (Acs et al. 2013; Austin et al. 2006; Murphy and
Coombes 2009). Social entrepreneurship has also been associated with wider social
change processes (Acs et al. 2013; Alvord et al.2004; Mair et al. 2012a, b; Mair and
Marti 2009; Steyaert and Hjorth 2006. Social entrepreneurs also act as agents of social
change.

They act towards social development through new approaches, and create solutions
to improve the status quo by exploiting opportunities that are overlooked by others.
Just as an entrepreneur can create a new industry, a social entrepreneur can also find
a new solution for social problems and implement it in the best way (Omarani et al.,
2019: 12-13). The aim of the study is to explain the models of social entrepreneurship,
using an interpretation paradigm that can be the basis for understanding, interpretation
and a common agreement of this phenomenon.

The main question of the research is what are the prominent, central and common
concepts in social entrepreneurship development models? Answering this question,
because it is an attempt for the conceptualization of social entrepreneurship, in addition
to strengthening the knowledge bases in scientific and research literature through
a Structured review of existing models and extracting qualitative codes, definitions
and concepts with the same methodology and assimilation And their combination
provides new and more comprehensive interpretations and concepts.

2. Materials and Methods

The research method is analytical-descriptive and based on interpretive paradigm.
The data were collected using the qualitative research method. Meta synthesis is a
type of qualitative study that uses the findings of other qualitative researches in the
field of a subject as data and includes them in the study based on the research question
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(Sandelowski, 2008: 105).

In this method, the researcher identifies the research question and then seeks
to find, select, evaluate, summarize and combine qualitative evidence to explore the
research questions. In order to combine existing qualitative studies and create more
meanings, this process uses an interpretive process along with precise qualitative
methods (Ervin et al., 2011: 186). This study uses the meta synthesis process of Erwin
et al (2011). in six steps as follows:

Step 1: Formulate a Clear Research Problem and Question

Step 2: Conduct a Comprehensive Search of the Literature

Step 3: Conduct Careful Appraisal of Research Studies for Possible Inclusion

Step 4: Select and Conduct Meta synthesis Techniques to Integrate and Analyze
Qualitative Research Findings

Step 5: Present Synthesis of Findings Across Studies

Step 6: Reflect on the Process

3. Data

In the third step of meta-synthesis, it should be determined which of the qualitative
researches have the conditions to enter the research. Clarity of entry criteria and
their appropriateness are very important and should not be underestimated; Because
these criteria determine the inclusion or non-inclusion of studies that are selected
to implement a meta-combination and directly affect its quality and scope (Jaafari
and Amiri, 2018: 80). Therefore, it is necessary to determine whether the articles
obtained from the search match the research question or not. Thus, the selected
studies have been reviewed several times. In this step, the articles were examined
based on various factors, including the degree of relevance to the topic and the
purpose of the research. And the cases that had less relevance were excluded from
the meta combination process. After selecting and conduct meta synthesis techniques
to integrate« and analyze qualitative studies, the findings of across studies were
presented. Additionally; The recognition of concepts, their classification was formed
in the appropriate classification format, in a way that has the best description for the
concepts. Also, after discovering the relationship between categories and concepts,
the main categories emerged in 5 groups.

4. Discussion

In this study, it was found that social entrepreneurship can be divided into five general
categories: “Multi-level innovation”, “Social value creation”, “Ecology and design of
social business model”, “Defining the role of social entrepreneur” and “Employment
and Income generation” categorized.

Multilevel innovation is a category that explains innovation at micro, medium
and macro levels. The second category of research is social value creation. Social
value means the costs and benefits that society determines for the exchange of goods
and services and the interaction between both sides of the exchange. In defining the
main mission of the social entrepreneur, they emphasize “the focus on creating social
value by providing solutions for social problems”. Apparently, those social issues that
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require an entrepreneurial response are merely a means to fulfill the primary mission
of social entrepreneurship, which is social value creation. Ecology and design of
social business model are the main prerequisites of social entrepreneurial activity. The
meaning of ecology is to know the social, economic, political and cultural dimensions
of the environment of social entrepreneurship activity. The definition of the role of
social entrepreneur, employment and income generation are some of the categories
that have emerged in connection with the development of the ecosystem of social
entrepreneurship.

5. Conclusion

Today, entrepreneurship has gone beyond the field of business and has gained meaning
in social, political, cultural, ethical, etc. fields as well. Social entrepreneurship is the
result of the interaction of people, roles, infrastructures, organizations and factors that
create an environment to raise the level of entreprencurial activity. In other words,
this ecosystem in its initial framework, which entered the economic sociology topics
mainly through the works of Schumpeter, refers to creative destruction and value
creation through innovation. While social entrepreneurship implies the combination
of creating economic value and social value in an innovative format.

Despite the novelty of the concept of social entrepreneurship, innovators who have
resorted to entrepreneurial capacities to solve social problems have existed for a long
time; Innovators who have paid attention to the issue of poverty, education, health,
art and the like and in this way have been able to bring about the transformation of
the lives of thousands of people in parts of the world. The current research has sought
to discover prominent, central and common concepts regarding the concept of social
entrepreneurship development by adopting an interpretive paradigm.
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Fig. 2: Multidimensional social entrepreneurship structure of social entrepreneurship.
355 55301 50 1y and sl (Yoo ) 52l 130ga) 9yl (oo loianl (081,15 (591 -
sl le sleol ol el sdelys iolesds oF ISGs 0 aS 00,8 &y lno

il A5 sl aslip

ailiy AL bl st

el g TS

A > idye e Jelye | o A el Ss b

YD NYAS (o) Sad g oniio) (Sloia ] (8T 981 :¥ Ui
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Fig. 4: Social entrepreneurship intention model.
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Fig. 10: Ecosystem model of social entrepreneurship
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Fig. 11: Ecosystem of social entrepreneurship.
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Tab. 2: Some key concepts searched and their Persian equivalents.
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Fig. 12: The process of searching and selecting articles to be included in the meta synthesis
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Tab. 3: An example of semantic units and extracted codes.
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Tab. 4: Metasynthesis findings.
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