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Abstract

The bloody play of Varzajang has been common in some regions of Iran and Gilan.
It consists of fighting two bulls. Over the past few decades, this play underwent
tremendous changes with the transformation of social structures; although apparently,
its main core of “Two bulls fighting” remains. Considering that the whole world
life of a part of the people of the north of the country in different generations has
been so full of natural views on this phenomenon that it is repeated and expanded
under the title of preserving the local game, The necessity of defending the tradition
insists, this research using the phenomenological method considered by Titchen
and Hobson (focusing on the direct approach) and inspired by Mannheim’s theory
about generational relations, It has examined the form and content evolution of this
phenomenon in different generations. For this purpose, he used the “focus group”
data collection method and Moustakas’ phenomenological analysis strategy. The
main question is, different generations of people in the north, especially Gilan, what
are they experiencing during the ceremony? And in its historical development, what
changes has this ceremony created in relations between generations? The result of
this research is that the differences between generations have brought changes based
on the historical events in space and time around Varzajang, And it has caused its
development in social, political, and economic issues (such as phenomena such as
celebrations, shows, kings, and gambling).
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1. Introduction

A null position: Imagine you are invited to a wedding ceremony in northern
Iran. In the struggle for the happiness of different generations, you will notice
the battle of two animals that turn the scene of pleasure into a show of fighting.
This battlefield, which is often done in the courtyards of rural houses; includes
spectators from different generations, and the natives of northern Iran have
been call this blood game “ varzajang”. The mingling of post-war folk voices
with wedding songs masks something in traditional life that needs to be
revealed phenomenological.

- Moving from experience to concept: Considering the hard core of
the phenomenology explanation, which is “the act of awareness aimed at
experiencing something”, the question will be, what kind of transformation has
this ceremony created in generational relations in its historical development?
To understand the experience of these people, it is necessary to follow
Mannheim’s definition (Samim, 1399: 32-34), To understand the intention of
different generations of participation and observation. Therefore, we observe
the movement of generations in history.

However, according to Geertz (1973: 449), “Every people, the proverb has
it, loves its form of violence”; But the people of Gilan, who identify themselves
around this play, never mention the fight between two governors under the
title of “Bloody Battle”. Therefore, it is necessary to know and understand the
fighting of two animals, which is tied to the culture, history, and economy of
a part of the people of Gilan as an identity phenomenon and sometimes as a
form of entertainment.

2. Research methodology

Titchen and Hobsen (cited by Imani, 1397: 13) stratify the methods of applying
phenomenology into two direct and indirect approaches. Therefore, the
researchers lived with the studied members and used the focus group in data
collection as an indirect approach. Therefore, the structure of the interviews
was not structured and framed, and for the analysis, we used the seven stages
of Moustakas (1994) (cited by Imani, 1397: 27).

3. Research findings
- First experience: To expand my scope of questioning and to gain the first
experience of watching a battle, I attended the battlefields.

- The second experience: For a short time, I lived with a family that was
on one side of this war. On the promised day and after lunch, the bull was put
on a decorated car. I said to one of the activists, why do you send an animal
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that you raise with love to the battlefield to be killed? He answered: “We don’t
want them to die or get injured, but many people in our city sent their children
to the battlefield in Syria!” For their belief! Didn’t they love their children?
We also send our children (bull) to the field; For our faith! In this competition,
a bull that was brought to the battlefield by sexual stimulation and pulling on
arope was killed to be the instrument of some people’s entertainment. Exactly
the opposite of what Gholami(1390) believes.

- Horizontalization of activists’ experience: Relying on the strategy
of Moustakas (1994), we deal with the horizontalization of the activists’
experience because it is neither possible nor necessary to mention all the
conversations. (Table 1).

Considering that in the analysis of generational relations, it is important
to find a point where the phenomenon under investigation is not similar to
the previous one; In this regard, one of Gilan’s cattlemen said: “In the past,
we used to go to Yilaq and Qashlaq; Gilak’s livestock was entrusted to us. In
Qeshlagq, bulls were free; But when moving to the farm, there was a possibility
of conflict between the bulls. These wars happened far from our intervention;
Therefore, to prevent untimely bullfights, we tried to limit the natural form of
bullfights through a process so that the bulls would recognize one of them as
superior, while their fights were a source of entertainment for us. It only made
us sit together and clap our hands in happiness”.

4. Generational analysis

The phenomenological study of encounter situations is a study in which we
want to establish a relationship between the intentions of the actors and the
time and place where the intentions met with each other.

- The first turning point in Varzajang: The first turning point was
expressed in the experiences of the Galesh people, in which the governor was
separated from natural life.

- Varzajang’s break from the kings: Looking at the history of this event,
from the time of Shah Sultan Hussein’s order in 1695 AD (Sykes,1335: 198)
to the experiences of tourists (Shirley, Figueroa, Tavernier, Olearius, Chardin,
Wills), we can witness a discontinuity between holding War and presence of
Shah was in this phenomenon.

- Verzajang break from celebration: Rabino, who was present in Iran
until 1290 A.H., writes: “A Varzajang was organized in honor of Sepahdar-
e-Azam and on the occasion of the wedding of the son of Madir al-Mulk...”
(Rabino, 1341: 20). But the narrators after Rabinau, such as Eugene Aubin,
Bliicher and Bromberger (2017), mention this companionship less.
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- Verzajang’s break from the playground: Shortly after the wedding and
Verzajang in the courtyards of rural houses, we witness the transformation of
the structure of the Gilani family from extended to nuclear. This incident and
the revolution of 1357 caused a change in the “playground” due to the increase
in exclusion and prohibition procedures from the government.

- The evolution from the war of all to the war of bodies: In the past,
Varzajang was often a symbol of the struggle of villages, but today it is a
symbol of the struggle of two people.

- The evolution in financial relationship Varzajang: After the erasure of
the Shahs from Varzajang, there was no news of the Shah paying for the battles.
Therefore, the financial relations of this phenomenon in later generations were
full of gambling.

5. Discussion and Conclusion

What can be understood from the emergence of new relationships after each
critical historical moment is that generations strive to preserve the end of what
they consider pleasure and entertainment. In this regard, we visualized the
evolution of the Varzajang game throughout history and the evolution of its
shape and content among successive generations.

Altogether With the help of Huizinga (1949: 47), writes: “Thus exhibitions
as amusements do not proceed from culture, they rather precede it” As a
result of Varzajang, it has become the originator of lasting cultural and even
political rituals in parts of the northern region of Iran. Today, if we consider
Varzajang as a “festival show” as it was in the past generations, It can be
acknowledged that the reason for the continuation of values around tradition,
embodied authority, and violence is masculinity, and if we accept the initiative
of the new generation to free Varzajang from previous shows and celebrations
we are faced with cultures such as speculation, unproductive action, hidden
unemployment, betting, where the increasing spread of gambling represents
the peak of the ineffectiveness of a traditional phenomenon, the promotion of
violence and its generalization from the animal climate to the human realm,
and in general, denial its life.

In general, the drunkenness of different generations in the pleasure or
hatred of this phenomenon has caused the activists of different generations to
pay less attention to the amendment of animal laws or a social confrontation
in the public domain for dialogue and both sides of the activists (opponents
and supporters) they use the expansion of the traditional method to eliminate
each other.
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