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Abstract

The concept of social mobility is one of the most important concepts that is related to a
person’s social life and refers to the movement that people make by moving in different
levels of the social hierarchy. Social mobility can provide conditions for better and more
effective use of the talents of the members of a society and make it easier to perform social
functions. Considering the importance of this concept in people’s social life, this article tries
to use two different theoretical approaches including; The approach of modernization and the
approach of social reproduction will study the existing dynamics in the field of stratification
and social mobility in order to determine the social factors affecting social mobility in the
city of Khoy. The study method in this research is quantitative and survey, and the data
was collected using a questionnaire tool. The statistical population was all the household
heads of Khoy city, 382 people were selected as a sample through Cochran’s formula. The
sampling method is a multi-stage cluster and the data was analyzed using Spss software. The
findings obtained from the linear regression test indicate that the economic capital variable
of the family affects social mobility through the variables of social capital and cultural capital
and work ethic. Also, the family’s cultural capital variable has an effect on social mobility
through the individual’s cultural capital and work ethic. In general, the multiple regression
of the research shows that the two variables of the individual’s cultural capital and the
individual’s work ethic explain a total of 23% of the changes in the dependent variable. Also,
of these two variables, according to the beta value of 0.29%, cultural capital has a greater
impact on people’s social mobility than work ethics.

Keywords: Social Mobility, Social Stratification, Modernization Approach, Social
Reproduction Approach, Occupational Mobility, Work Ethic, Social Capital, Cultural
Capital, Khoy City.
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1. Introduction

The concept of social mobility is one of the most important concepts that
is related to people’s social life and can have many effects on it. These
tremendous effects have made many social experts prioritize the study of
this concept. Social mobility is all types of human movements in space, time
and social structure. In other words, social mobility can be considered as the
movement of individuals and groups among different social and economic
situations (Abercrombie; 1370, 252).

It should be mentioned that social mobility can provide conditions for
better and more effective use of the talents of the members of a society and
make it easier to perform social functions. According to these issues, knowing
the resources that are important to achieve the situations becomes particularly
important. Therefore, the question that arises here is that; Are these points
inherited from the family? In other words, have the inequalities related to
access to opportunities and privileges and scarce resources been transferred
from one generation to another through the family? Or, these resources can be
obtained by means of individual effort or talent and competence?

Considering the importance of social mobility, it can be said that the
main problem of the current research is to explain the fact that in the current
conditions of Iran in general and in Khoi urban area in particular, that in the
last few decades many changes and developments such as; It has experienced
the expansion of higher education, the increase of the share of women in
higher education and the expansion of their presence in the labor market,
the expansion of migration to cities, the emergence of new jobs related to
science and technology. What is the role of agency factors and structural
factors on people’s social mobility? In other words, what is the contribution of
each of these factors to the level of social mobility of people and what is the
mechanism of their influence?

2. Theoretical Framework
Iran’s society today is considered as a dynamic society whose traditional
structure is changing and these changes are accompanied by the phenomena of
industrialization, urbanization, population growth, people’s strong tendency
to progress and upgrade and being under pressure. An indescribable structure
for social mobility continues. (Rafipour, 1384: 80).

Undoubtedly, in these extensive and all-encompassing changes and
developments, those who have access to various social resources have been
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more successful in achieving higher positions in social construction, and
perhaps in the new situation and changing the structure of the society, people
are unintentionally in situations new ones have been placed in this structure
and certainly some people will suffer and some groups will gain new resources
and benefits. Also, people or groups who have more valuable and rare social
resources try to maintain their privileges and usually try to prevent others
from sharing these privileges.

Various approaches have been proposed in explaining social mobility.
Some have introduced social structures as the cause of the level of social
mobility in the society, and others have talked about micro factors. In the
current research, in order to examine theories related to social mobility and
achieve a theoretical and conceptual framework, theories have been classified
into two general categories: psychological renewal approach and reproduction
approaches. Since the main purpose of the research in this section was to
examine the explanatory theories of social mobility in sociology, Therefore,
those parts of the theories are taken into consideration, which somehow pay
attention to presenting the reasons for progress, promotion and change in the
social position and base of individuals and groups and the lack of progress,
promotion, etc., and to explain the dynamics and changes and The lack of
changes in the stratification system of the society has been discussed.

3.Discussion and Analysis

Regarding the first hypothesis of the results of this research, in order to confirm
Bourdieu’s theories, it was found that there is a significant relationship between
family economic capital and individual cultural capital, individual cultural
capital and social mobility, and family economic capital and social mobility
and according to the positive beta value calculated in each relationship, it was
found that there is a positive and direct relationship between family economic
capital and individual cultural capital, individual cultural capital and social
mobility, and family economic capital and social mobility.

Regarding the second hypothesis, according to the test results, it was found
that there is a significant relationship between family economic capital and
individual social capital, individual social capital and social mobility, and
family economic capital and social mobility. As a result, this hypothesis based
on Bourdieu and Lerner’s theories is confirmed Regarding the third hypothesis,
according to the results of the regression test of the current research, there is a
significant relationship between family economic capital and individual work
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ethic, individual work ethic and social mobility, and family economic capital
and social mobility. As a result, the third hypothesis, which was proposed
according to the theories of social reproduction, especially Bourdieu and
psychological renewal, is confirmed.

Regarding the fourth hypothesis, according to the results of the regression
test related to the fourth hypothesis, it can be seen that there is a significant
relationship between family cultural capital and individual work ethic,
individual work ethic and social mobility, and family cultural capital and social
mobility and all the relationships indicate a positive and direct relationship. As
a result, it should be said that the fourth hypothesis is confirmed statistically.

According to the results of the regression test related to the fifth hypothesis,
there is a significant relationship between the cultural capital of the family and
the cultural capital of the individual, the cultural capital of the individual and
social mobility, and the cultural capital of the family and social mobility, and
all the relationships are positive and direct, so the hypothesis is confirmed.

4. Conclusion

In sum, the research results showed that a theoretical synthesis can be presented
in this research. Based on the fact that the present research showed that the
role of the social reproduction approach in the field of mobility cannot be fully
emphasized, nor can the modernization approach be unilaterally approved.
Rather, what is important is a combination of these two theories that can help
in explaining the social mobility of people in the society. Also, the results of
this research showed that despite the high rate of reproduction in occupational
groups and especially social classes, there are significant relationships
between variables such as individual cultural capital, Individual’s social
capital, individual’s work ethic, and social mobility were observed. The fact is
that class mobility is realized at a very low level.
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Tab. 5: Regression coefficients
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Tab. 6: Regression coefficients
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Chart. 2: Path analysis
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