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Abstract

Integrative Theory plays a major role in creating new concepts and developing new
perspectives. The study aimed to investigate synthesis in process sociology of Norbert
Elias by using the theoretical-analytical method. The results show that, Elias has
moved towards a process-oriented theoretical and methodical field in his sociology,
and it can be said that a combination of theoretical and methodical types is reflected
in his work. By mentioning some examples of the macro and micro levels, i.e., open
personality and figuration, Elias claims that he has solved the distinction between
agency and structure. Since in contrast to the agency and structure that are two
separate poles, his concepts are on a continuum and there is not a distinct line between
them. Elias can also inspire the modern methodological discussion by Methodological
integration in his works, because he used various data and triangulation. Therefore,
considering the development of a framework for a process-oriented method, he can
be considered as one of the early proponents of mixed method research. One can say
that though Elias’ theory has been criticized, it is generally defensible. The privilege
of his work is his remarkable approach as a theoretical-experimental product that,
going beyond the merely conceptual analysis, can be considered the most successful
integrated project in the field of theory and methodology synthesis plan in European
tradition of sociology.
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1. Introduction

Today, the use of integrated approaches in explaining social issues, due to the
belief that sociology is a multi-paradigm, multi-discourse, multi-view, multi-
approach, multi-tradition and multi-method science, has become a common
and acceptable practice (Zulfigari, 1400: 38). In the meantime, Norbert Elias
(1897-1990) with an innovative point of view has transformed the traditional
concepts of social sciences in such a way that the readers of his works can
easily, fruitless discussions and debates related to dichotomies such as
individual/state or understand the government and society well (Van Kriken,
2016: 44). In the development of his figurational theory, he emphasizes
more on experimental researches regarding the specific issues of history and
sociology, and goes beyond the demarcation between social theory and social
research, and instead of consciously considering himself a social theorist,
he takes an approach in social theory. which is rooted in his activities as a
social researcher. But unfortunately, his attempt to institutionalize the process
approach as an alternative to static views (belonging to Parsons and others)
was unsuccessful. Because these views dominated the sociology of that
time (Kozmix, 1384: 147-148). Considering that Elias is one of the theorists
who has received less attention, therefore, it has been tried to examine the
integration of Elias’ Sociology of configuration and with theoretical analysis,
he has answered the question of how Elias’s figurational approach is in line
with the development of a theory. Has it been consolidated? And on what basis
and of what kind was this development? In order to achieve this goal, by using
the theoretical-analytical method, with a brief look at his criticisms of previous
studies - which is considered the basis of his theoretical and methodological
development - integration in Elias’s point of view has been discussed and
investigated.

2. Discussion

Elias was determined to eliminate the gap between social theory and social
research, so by examining his theoretical and experimental achievements, it
is possible to observe a integration of theoretical and methodological types
in his approach. In the theoretical discussion, instead of adding a new theory
to the common sociological theories of his time, Elias begins his work with a
critical approach and criticizes Weber’s theory, criticizes the most important
sociological paradigm of his time, the system paradigm, and also Criticizes
common sociological insights. Therefore, he bases his theoretical development
on the criticism of previous studies and static views and develops this work
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in line with the integration of theory. He believes that by using the concept
of configuration; which has a direct relationship with the concept of Homines
Aperti or man dependent on the network of mutual dependencies; It is possible
to solve the duality problem of agent and structure (Khadevi, 1391: 150).
He observes humans in the majority of these multiple sets of configurations
and he tried to resolve this duality of agency and structure by designing the
central category of configuration, and he considers the main problem for a
sociological study to be the recognition of the lawfulness of transformation
and evolution of this configuration. who in his classic work on the process
of civilization seeks to present such a model of long-term social historical
research and study. According to the authors, the flourishing of modern social
theories from the heart of classical sociology and breaking the rigid and static
vocabulary of social sciences can be attributed to Elias’ efforts. In fact, in his
theoretical synthesis, instead of relying on passing thoughts, Elias presents a
comprehensive theory about the evolution of humanity, which can be a special
reference framework for various types of social sciences.

Since Elias is known for his process sociology, his methodology is usually
rarely discussed and criticized. Criticizing conventional methodology in
sociology - especially Weber’s method - he calls him a representative of
sociological nominalism and believes that Weber’s methodology is narrow on
social realities (Farji, 2015: 128-127). It also criticizes survey research as a
formalistic endeavor by social scientists. According to Baur and Ernes (2011),
Elias was not only a theorist, but he also thought strongly methodologically
and experimentally, and according to his works, it is possible to develop a
framework for the process-oriented method and reconstruct his methodological
concepts and the rules of the method. His acquaintance with the discussion
of modern methodology, such as mixed methods research, grounded theory,
ethnography, multi-level analysis, social network analysis, cluster analysis,
longitudinal research methods, historical and process-generated data research.
He demonstrated how his ideas can inspire methodological debates today.
(Baur and Ernes, 2011: 119-120). According to the authors, this method is a
reconstructed process, similar to the model of quantitative and qualitative data
integration, and in contrast to the sharp distinction between qualitative and
quantitative research, he can be considered as one of the early proponents of
mixed method research. Because he has used different and multi-angle data
in his works: from image data (maps, buildings, landscapes) to verbal data
(text) and from open qualitative data (ethnography, literature) to Standard
quantitative data (surveys, social accounting data).
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3. Conclusion

Elias has a significant importance in the theory of contemporary sociology
and he tries to change the duality of agency and structure, which have been
static categories, into a dynamic and changing nature in his perspective of
historical-process sociology. In fact, the concept of configuration is the basis
and foundation of the theoretical synthesis that Elias developed to overcome
this duality, and in fact, this concept requires both. Therefore, Elias’s approach,
with its simultaneous emphasis on agency and structure, far from reductionist
and one-dimensional paradigms, can be considered a clear example of
integrated theory and builds and deals with a new type of paradigm called the
process paradigm. Citing Kilminster and Mennel (2011), it can be said that
what puts him in a different but privileged position is his unique contribution:
a theoretical-experimental product that, by going beyond mere conceptual
analysis, is the most successful micro-macro integrated project in Sociology
is European. In the field of methodological integration, although Elias is
generally considered a sociological theorist, he had very clear ideas for the
most appropriate type of methodology for process sociology. Baur and Ernes
(2011) also traced a process-oriented method inspired by Elias’ works and
concluded that he used different and multi-angle data. What is certain is that
Elias’s methodology has been improved by subsequent theorizing sociologists
such as Kozmix (2009) and Arens (2009). In the end, it should be said that
Elias was not looking for a unified theory and tried to analyze things outside
of the usual sociological controversy and based his theoretical development
on the criticism of previous studies and common sociological insights.
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