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Abstract

Today, the phenomenon of democracy has become a global and widespread
phenomenon, but despite this, a number of countries have not yet entered this Jirga,
and some that have joined this phenomenon, do not have the same level of growth
and prosperity of democracy. . Several factors are effective in the emergence, growth
and prosperity of democracy and the attitude towards it. One of these influential
factors is “collective identity”. The purpose of this research is to investigate the
relationship between collective identity and attitude towards democracy. In order
to achieve this goal, Inglehart’s global survey data set was used during the years
2017-2020. The statistical population of this research is Western European countries
(Germany, Sweden and Spain), Middle Eastern countries (Iran, Iraq and Egypt) and
emerging Asian countries (Turkey, South Korea and Malaysia). The results of the
research showed that the dominant type of collective identity affects the attitude and
recognition of democracy. Also, the results of the research show a different attitude
towards democracy among the three groups of the mentioned countries. According to
these results, Western European countries have a higher score, followed by Middle
Eastern countries and then emerging Asian countries. Also, the results of the research
show that some of the index variables of democracy are in contradiction with the
cultural and value structure of societies.
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1. Introduction

In the attitude towards democracy, the formation of a universalist collective
identity or the formation of a dominant collective identity for the majority
plays an important role, because the process of democratization depends
on a commonality and the formation of a collective identity. Common is
possible so that people can follow this idea of common benefit and feeling of
common belonging. According to these topics, the question is, does the type
of collective identity have an effect on the return to democracy? According
to this question, we decided to measure and process democracy and types of
collective identities (national, regional and global) as well as the relationship
between these two variables, so countries that in terms of development level,
geographical location, identity They differed collectively and to some extent
in terms of cultural status, they were classified into three groups of Western
European countries, Middle Eastern countries, and emerging Asian countries,
and the basis of sociological processing. In fact, this research seeks to answer
the basic question of what is the relationship between collective identity and
attitude towards democracy and whether there is a difference between the type
of collective identity and attitude towards democracy among Western European
countries, the Middle East and emerging countries. Are there Asians?

2. Theoretical Framework

In the discussion of the public sphere, Haber Maas refers to the universalist
collective identity and believes that the formation of the public sphere
strengthens more universalist collective identities and these types of identities
create and strengthen civil institutions that expand this Institutions will be
effective on the process of democratization of societies. Like Habermas,
Alexander believes that civil society causes the formation of a universalist
collective identity and this causes the creation of a democratic social order.
Socialists emphasize social capital, voluntary activities, and interpersonal
trust, and emphasize the sense of voluntary obedience of citizens, which makes
democracy flourish. Inglehart and Welzel emphasize human development in
their approach to democracy. In this regard, their emphasis on liberating values
and self-expression can be found in a society with universalist collective
identities, in other words, universalist collective identity strengthens civil
culture, which This factor can affect democracy and its prosperity. According
to the presented theories, it can be acknowledged that one of the influencing
factors on the attitude towards democracy is the emergence of a generalist
collective identity (or a dominant collective identity). Based on these theories,
the following assumptions can be made:
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1. The type of collective identity affects the attitude towards democracy.

2. There is a difference between Western European countries, Middle East
and emerging Asian countries in terms of attitude towards democracy.

3. There is a difference between agreeing with the democratic political
system in Western Europe, Middle East and emerging Asian countries.

4. The type of collective identity affects the acceptance of the democratic
political system.

3. Findings

By performing the Kruskal-Wallis test to compare collective identity variables
(nationalism, continental, global, local, regional and national), significant
differences between the average ranks of three groups from Western countries,
the Middle East and Asian emerging observed. In the case of the “continental
affiliation” variable, European, Middle Eastern and emerging Asian countries
are in the order of high to low. In the case of “global belonging”, the Middle
East, European and emerging Asian countries are respectively. Also, in the case
of “local identity”, the Middle East, emerging Asian and European countries
are placed in order of magnitude. As for the “sense of regional belonging”,
the countries of the Middle East, emerging Asian and European countries are
also present.

To examine the relationship between the dimensions of “collective identity”,
“attitude towards democracy” and “agreement with the democratic political
system”, Kendall’s tie-bay test was used. The results of the research show that
the variable “continental sense of belonging” had a significant relationship
with the attitude towards democracy. The amount of this relationship is
0.13 and its direction is positive, which means that the higher the feeling
of belonging to the continent, the higher the attitude towards democracy
will increase with the intensity of 0.13. In the mode of the variable “global
identity or sense of patriotism”, as this variable increases, the attitude towards
democracy increases by 0.057. In the case of the “feeling of belonging to
the country” variable, there was a significant relationship with the attitude
towards democracy, and the amount of this relationship was 0.037 and its
direction was positive. That is, as the feeling of belonging to the country
increases, the attitude towards democracy increases with intensity of 0.037.
According to the results of the research, no significant relationship was found
between the variables of local identity and regional identity. In relation to
the variables of “collective identity” and “agreement with the democratic
system”, the variable of nationalism was significant with a relation of -0.071.
In other words, as the level of nationalism increases, the level of agreement
with the democratic political system decreases with the intensity of -0.026.
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The continental sense of belonging variable with a rate of +0.10 increases the
agreement with the democratic political system. Global identity variable with
an intensity of +0.024 increases the agreement with the democratic political
system. The variable of local identity with the amount of -056 decreases the
acceptance of the democratic system and national identity with the amount
of -013 causes the decrease of the agreement with the democratic political
system.

4. Conclusion

Western European countries (Germany, Sweden and Spain), Middle East
(Iran, Egypt, Iraq) and emerging Asian countries (Turkey, South Korea,
Malaysia) have a positive attitude towards democracy. Another debatable
point is the attitude towards democracy in the countries of South Korea and
Malaysia, which obtained the lowest score among the 9 countries surveyed.
What is generally considered as an index of democracy and is one of the
basic principles of democracy, in all the countries under review, scores are
close to each other. This is actually the globalization of the phenomenon of
democratization, but the other dimensions of democracy that require more
awareness or are related to the cultural structure of that society, have a lower
score among Middle Eastern countries and emerging countries. Asia has,
that these dimensions will expand with the rise of social awareness, but the
cultural dimension of society, which is in contradiction with some variables of
democracy, will be more stable and less changeable. Another important point
that was obtained from this research is related to the variable of implementing
democracy and running the government in a democratic manner, which has
the highest rank for European countries, followed by newly emerging Asian
countries, and the last rank for Middle Eastern countries. This point shows that
although regarding the variable of agreement with the democracy system, the
ranking of the Middle East countries is higher than the newly emerging Asian
countries, but regarding the variable “to what extent is your country governed
in a democratic way?” The countries of the Middle East have obtained the
lowest score. Therefore, a difference should be made between agreeing with
the democratic political system and implementing democracy, as it was said
before, according to what Huntington refers to as the “democratic third wave”,
which is the process of expanding democracy as the dominant political system
in the world, and if The countries of the Middle East have a more positive
attitude towards democracy than the emerging Asian countries. There is no
room for improvement, and this issue of maximum democracy, which is
related to the social and cultural way of life, is different.
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Tab. 1: Indicators of attitude to democracy, cognition to democracy, and collective identity.
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Tab. 2: Mean variables of attitude towards democracy, agreement with democratic
political system and collective identity among three groups of countries
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Tab. 3: The test of significant difference of attitude towards democracy and acceptance of
democratic political system
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Tab. 4: Kruskal-Wallis test on the difference of collective identity variables between three
groups of Western European, Middle Eastern and Emerging Asian countries.
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Tab. 5: The test of the significance relationship between the dimension of collective identity

and the attitude towards democracy and agreement with the democratic political system.
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