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Abstract

The purpose of the research has been investigating cultural-psychological factors
related to the students’ attitude towards social transitions. The statistical population
has been the secondary school students in Yasouj city in 1399-1400 that their total
number was 8529 students, among them, based on Cochran’s sampling formula, 368
individuals were selected as the research sample. Cluster sampling proportional to
volume was used for accessing the sample. Independent and dependent variables of
the research, respectively, were gender, normative pressure, familial cultural capital
and self- confidence; and preferring social transitions (entrance to the labor market,
education and get marriage). Based on the research findings the two most important
preferred social transitions of girls, boys and their parents were educational and
entrance to labor market respectively. The correlation of the variables of family’s
cultural capital and self- confidence with educational transition has been positive and
significant; and their correlation with transition to marriage and entrance to labor work
was negatively significant. Among all of the research variables the normative pressure
has had the most positive effect, respectively, on the transition to marriage (beta=./45)
and the entrance to labor market (beta=./28). Results of the research show that there
are a kind of gender resemblance among students’ preferred transition; and also, a kind
of de standardization of social transition has been emerged. Thus, increasing cultural
capital and self- confidence has provided context for increasing students’ tendency
towards continuing education as a modern transition; but, in contrast, continuation of
the normative pressure lead sample individual’s preferred transition towards choosing
the more traditional transitions such as marriage and entrance to the labor market.
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1. Introduction

In the past, compared to today’s societies, the transition from childhood to
adulthood was faster, more ritualistic and more predictable. Today, one
of the important and structural consequences of modernity has been the
weakening of traditional structures and beliefs and the expansion of the
process of “individualization” and, as a result, the weakening, diversity and,
in some cases, the decay of established social transitions or their associated
rituals. In any way, Important social transitions are contextual, temporal and
spatial, and depending on the cultural, geographical features and beliefs of
the people of each region, it has its own nature and flavor. These transitions
and the decreasing importance of accomplishing the rites related to each of
them represent the changes in the “life cycle” of people and a sign of the
emergence, growth and finally death of each person in any society. In sum,
researchers use the term social transitions to describe the transition to a
new social situation which indicates the change in the social roles of people
and their accompanying rights and duties)Marlis, Buchmann and Kriesi,
2011: 482.(in general, it can be said that the unpredictability of transitions
can simultaneously have the negative effects of confusion and ambiguity in
decision-making, increasing anxiety caused by individual responsibility, shock
of failure; and the positive effects of the feeling of liberation and freedom to
choose the desired and desired path, the development of individual effort and
the realization of the desired identity of young people (Furlong et al, 2002:
13). In such situations, by using Walter’s  transition regime * metaphor, it
can be said that the transition regime has an ambivalent situation in Iran’s
transitional society. Since in our society simultaneousness of the continuation
of religious and traditional values related to important institutions such as
family formation and marriage with instability and non- institutionalization of
modern values like respecting and protecting individual rights, acceptance of
celibacy, equality of gender opportunities and ... has given a special character
to youths’ transition regime

2. Materials and Methods

The current research was conducted with a quantitative and survey method.
The statistical population of the research was the second-high school students
of Yasouj city in the academic year 1399-1400, whose number is 8529. From
this number of students, based on Cochran’s formula, 368 were determined as
samples. The data collection tool was a questionnaire. To increase the validity
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of the variable measurement tool, the criteria such as reviewing theoretical
texts and previous researches in order to identify the dimensions, indicators,
and valid items, consulting with the supervisors and thesis advisor, conducting
apre-test were used. The exploratory factor analysis technique also was used to
evaluate the items (for recognizing the dimensions of the chosen transitions).

3. Research findings

According to the obtained information, the first choice of 89.2% of girls and
89.4% of boys after school is to continue their education. Also, the first choice
of 94.1% of fathers and 91.4% of mothers for their children is to continue their
education after finishing school. The second priority of 69.6% of girls and
68.6% of boys is to enter the labor market, and the second priority of 65.4% of
fathers and 66.5% of mothers was to enter the labor market for their children.
And finally, the last priority for all three groups of respondents (0.64% of
girls and 63.8% of boys, as well as 61.7% of fathers and 64.4% of mothers)
was marriage after finishing school. Pearson’s two-way correlation test was
used to evaluate the relationship between the variables with the distance-
relative measurement level of the research and selected social transitions.
The variables of normative pressure, self-confidence and cultural capital
of the family were included in the correlation test. Based on the values and
direction of correlation of the variables with each other, it can be said that
the normative pressure variable had the highest correlation with the positive
and direct direction and the self-esteem variable had the lowest correlation
with the negative and inverse direction on the social transition of marriage.
Also, the self-confidence variable had the highest correlation with the positive
direction and the normative pressure variable had the lowest correlation with
the negative and inverse direction with the social transition of continuing
education. Finally, the normative pressure variable had the highest correlation
with the positive direction and self-confidence had the lowest correlation with
the negative direction with the social transition of entering the labor market.

4. Discussion

In this research, four hypotheses were examined. Regarding gender, there is
no special point of view among the students and they have a similar choice
regarding social transitions after finishing school. In addition to the choice of
individuals, the cultural capital of the family has been one of the important
structural variables and has an effect on the type of selective transition. To
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the extent that students with a higher family culture structure, such as reading
extracurricular books, visiting book fairs, having high academic qualifications,
listening to music and personal library, etc., have a greater tendency to choose
continuing education as their first priority. Another variable was normative
pressures, which is more a symbol and manifestation of the effect of local
normative conditions on the type of selected preference. Based on this, it can
be said that people who choose under the influence of the values of primary
groups such as family, friends, relatives and acquaintances and to some extent
ignore their individual “choices” have a greater tendency to choose They have
a social transition to marriage and have chosen entering university as their
last priority. In other words, they act based on a kind of “habitual” agency and
compliance with norms and traditional values. Beside the social variables, the
psychological variable whose relationship was investigated with the type of
attitude towards the selected social transitions was self-confidence. Individual
capacities and their recognition is one of the most important individual and
agency factors of using new structural conditions. Based on this, it can be said
that structural conditions do not work the same for all people, but people with
special psychological characteristics can fulfill their dreams and aspirations
through educational progress by recognizing and realizing their abilities and
understanding structural conditions.

5. Conclusion

Based on the results of the research, people have different types of choices and
different variables have an effect on the type of choice of social transitions.
In the past, due to the traditionality of societies and cultural similarities, most
of the choices were similar and predictable, but today the way of choices and
types of transitions have become more different, wider and more unpredictable.
The ruling values in societies can influence the type of choices. Perhaps one
of the reasons why both families and students chose education as their first
priority is that people have reached this self-belief that they are better for the
future. More importance should be given to the category of education and
science and that they see that the acquisition of knowledge has a high value
and status in today’s society. Due to the different views and values in the new
society, the types of social transitions are not the same in modern societies and
people choose different social transitions.
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Tab. 1: Reliability
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Tab. 2: Sampling adequacy test
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Tab. 3: Eigen value and eigen percentage and cumulative percentage of variance related

to the factors
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Tab. 4: The results of the exploratory factor analysis of selected social transition items and
the factor load of the corresponding transition type
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Tab. 5: Average, frequency and frequency percentage of social transition variables
(entering the labor market, continuing education and marriage)
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Tab. 6: Average, frequency and percentage of frequency of educational transition based
on parents’ choice
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Tab. 7: The results of t-test to evaluate the difference between girls’ and boys’ selective
transitions and related statistics
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Tab. 8: The results of Pearson correlation test between independent variables with

distance-relative measurement level and dependent variables of the research
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Tab. 9: The results of the multivariate regression test of the social transitions of marriage
with the step-by-step method
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