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Abstract

Culture is the distinguishing factor of human societies and groups. And we can talk
about culture and specific cultural identity. The acceptance of immigrants from
different ethnicities has caused cultural diversity as well as cultural particularism
in the city of Hamadan. That the reactions of immigrants and native citizens and
the effect on different cultural and social fields are its consequences. The research
was conducted with the aim of sociological study of cultural particularism among
the citizens of Hamedan and its causes and factors. This research was conducted
with a survey strategy and Structural Equation Model analysis method. The mean
cultural particularism among the citizens of Hamedan is close to average. Also, the
particularism of young people is less than that of older people, and the particularism
of native citizens is more than that of immigrants. The degree of cultural particularism
of citizens varies with different levels of education and in different ethnicities. Based
on the analysis of SEM, the hypotheses of the research are confirmed and indicate the
significant effect of globalization, traditionalism, religiosity, Cyberspace, migration,
education, social trust, feeling of relative deprivation, socioeconomic status and
ethnicity on cultural particularism. which explain a total of 65% of the variance of
cultural particularism. According to the research results and related theories, we cannot
expect cultural homogeneity in the multi-ethnic city of Hamedan with subcultures. On
the other hand, the dialectical process of globalization has caused the simultaneous
existence of specific and general cultures.
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Ethnicity.

1. PhD Student in Cultural Sociology, Islamic Azad University, Dehaghan Branch, Isfahan, Iran.

II. Associate Professor, Departemant of Sociology, Islamic Azad University, Dehaghan Branch, Isfahan,
Iran (Corresponding Author). Email: mansour haghighatian@yahoo.com

II1. Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology, Islamic Azad University, Dehaghan Branch, Isfahan, Iran.

Citations: Hejazifar, A.; Haghighatian, M. & Mohammadi, A., (2022). “Sociological Study of Cultural
Particularism Among Citizens of Hamedan and Presenting Theoretical Model”. Tivo Quarterly Journal of
Contemporary Sociological Research, 11(20): 141-172. doi: 10.22084/csr.2022.25528.2053.

Homepage of this Article: https://csr.basu.ac.ir/article 4660.html?lang=en



&
(

AE—=5 s

Hejazifar et al. O

Contemporary Socilogical Research

Sociological Study of Cultural Particularism Among ...

1. Introduction

The land of Iran, like many countries has ethnic, religious and cultural
diversity. one of the reasons for that is “the invasion of various ethnic groups
and their settlement in this land and the way to find the current languages,
dialects, and religions was to Iran” (Amanullahi, 1388: 24). The history of
Hamedan is not separate from the history of Iran and as the oldest city, it
has hosted various ethnic groups in different periods. Also, internal migration,
which “in the last half century has been one of the important dimensions of
the dynamics of Iran’s population” (Sadeghi and Valdvand, 2014: 57), is of
the factors of ethnic diversity. and Hamedan, which is of the cities that accept
immigrants (Ismaili, 2016: 63), in recent years, has received immigrants
from various ethnic groups, which, along with changes in the demographic
structure, have caused ethnic and cultural diversity. A kind of cultural-spatial
separation and cultural particularism, and tensions and reactions (hidden
and overt) between immigrants and native citizens and its effect on different
cultural and social fields have been the consequences of ethnic diversity. The
effect of globalization on culture, which is a feature of modern life and caused
by the expansion of communication and technology, should not be ignored.
Therefore, the culture of Hamedan is influenced by the process of globalization,
national and local culture, as well as ethnic subcultures. And the measurement
of cultural particularism among the citizens of Hamedan and the effect of
factors such as globalization, traditionalism, religiosity, migration, ethnicity,
feeling of relative deprivation, social trust, socioeconomic status, education
and Cyberspace on it, also, investigating the role of gender, education and
ethnicity as mediating variables is of the objectives of the research.

2. Materials and Methods

The research method is quantitative and correlational, with a survey strategy.
And it was done using a questionnaire with acceptable reliability (f = 0.798)
and with a sample size of 500 citizens of Hamedan aged 18 to 65, who were
selected by multi-stage cluster method and random sampling. Data analysis
was done with SPSS and PLS software and using structural equation model
(PLS-SEM).

3. Data

The results show that the mean cultural particularism of Hamedan citizens,
2.74 and is close to the average. The particularism of young people is less
than that of older ages, the particularism of men is more than that of women,
and the particularism of native citizens is more than that of immigrants. The
degree of cultural particularism of citizens with different levels of education
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and in different ethnicities is different.

Based on the analysis of the Structural Equation Model, the research
hypotheses have been confirmed and it shows that traditionalism ([3=0.303,
t-value=7.746), religiosity (3=0.132, t=4.544) and ethnicity ([3=0.069,
t=2.251) has a direct and significant effect (Sig < 0.05) on the cultural
particularism of Hamadan citizens. Also globalization (3=-0.338, t=8.853),
education (=-0.095, t=2.513), social trust ($=-0.079, t=2.049), feeling of
relative deprivation ($=0.079, t=2.932), socioeconomic status ([3=0.074,
t=2.198), migration ($=0.102, t=3.649) and Cyberspace ([3=0.16, t=4.666)
have an indirect and significant effect on cultural particularism.

The results confirm the different effect of globalization on the cultural
particularism of women and men, the different effect of migration on the
particularism of citizens with different ethnicities, and the different effect of
religiosity on the particularism of citizens with different educations. And it
confirms the role of mediating variables of gender, education and ethnicity.
In total, the independent variables explain 65% of the variance of cultural
particularism. The quality of the structural model of the research was also
assessed as strong (Stone-Geisser Q2 = 0.214).

4. Discussion

Based on the studies, cultural particularism in response to the identity crisis
and cultural relativism caused by the process of globalization; imposition
of language and culture by national territorial governments; reaction to
inequalities; differentiation with other groups and cultures; relying on
collective memory; The search for pure culture and the belief in the superiority
of culture, emerges.

Cultural particularism is under the positive influence of traditionalism,
ethnicity and religion, and it decreases with the increase of modernity
indicators such as globalization and the use of Cyberspace.

The reverse effect of globalization on particularism has meant the greater
effect of generalism in the dialectic of general and particular.

Because while linking local and global affairs, cultural boundaries become
inconspicuoued. In addition, globalization is a dynamic process and according
to Robertson (1992), generalism and particularism are present at the same
time.

The positive effect of traditionalism on particularism, indicates more or less
adherence to traditions and the relative continuity of particularisms despite the
general and gradual movement towards globalization and generalism, which,
according to Kelman, is caused by cultural teachings (Ritzer, 2010).

The effect of religiosity on cultural particularism confirms that religion



Y

Contemporary Socilogical Research

Hejazifar et al.

Sociological Study of Cultural Particularism Among ...

gives meaning to culture and identity (Hamilton, 2010 and Huntington, 2018).
The reverse effect of Cyberspace on particularism, indicates that in
the double effect considered by Giddens and Castells, facilitating the flow
of information and changing the sources of identity is the cause of more
encouragement to generalism and globalism (Giddens, 2010).

The indirect effect of immigration, indicates a kind of cultural supremacy
of native citizens, who consider immigrant minorities as others and cultural
differences as a threat (Giddens, 2009 and Castells, 2012). The change of norms
and values caused by spatial mobility (Rafipour, 2018) and the readiness to
adapt to the host society are effective in this result. Based on the f2 index, the
effect of the variables of education, social trust, feeling of relative deprivation,
socioeconomic status, ethnicity and gender has been assessed as weak.

5. Conclusion

The results of the research and related theories indicate that: it is not very
practical to expect the existence of homogeneity and inclusive culture and
identity inamulti-ethnic, immigrant-friendly society with sub-cultures. Because
the harmonious combination of three historical, linguistic and psychological
factors causes the ideal state of cultural identity, and the complete absence of
these factors in a person, group or nation causes incompleteness of cultural
identity. which in its excessive case, it will cause to an identity crisis. And one
of the results of which can be the emergence of cultural particularisms.

At the same time, the attention and emphasis of the immigrant minority
and the native majority on their cultural traditions does not mean neglecting
cultural commonalities. And according to Silverstone’s (2003) view, the
dialectic between the minority and the majority and different components of
cultures and social life flows.

On the other hand, the process of globalization has changed the cultural
characteristics and turned many of what was considered particular into general.
which, of course, as Giddens, Robertson, Featherston and Castells and others
have said; Cultural globalization is a dialectical process and evolution, which
is the cause for the simultaneous being of particular and general cultures, and
cultural generalism and cultural particularism of will be present. It is obvious
that the existence of a certain amount of balanced cultural particularism can
help to preserve the cultural identity against the negative consequences of
globalization and cultural imperialism.
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