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Abstract

Unemployment is one of the major socio-economic problems that can have irreparable
economic and social consequences and is one of the main reasons for economic and social
problems. Meanwhile, the unemployment of young people and especially university graduates
is of double importance due to the economic and social costs that have been incurred for their
education. In this article, the factors affecting the unemployment of the graduates of Islamic
Azad Universities in the west of Mazandaran province have been investigated. For this purpose,
a survey method and a researcher-made questionnaire tool were used to collect information.
The statistical population of the current research consists of all university graduates of
humanities fields in the western universities of Mazandaran province in the years 2018-2019.
352 of them participated in this study by cluster sampling method. According to the descriptive
findings, 69.3% were employed and 30.7% were unemployed. 24% of the respondents were
self-employed. 19.3% of all employees were working in the government sector and 16.7%
were working in the non-government sector, 30.7% were unemployed and 11.3% were studying
in higher education. The results of this research showed that unemployment was observed in
women, single people, people with lower education and at younger ages. In addition, the results
indicate the direct and significant impact of social factors (population growth, social inequality
and expansion of urbanization) and economic factors (high inflation rate, inability of graduates
to invest, lack of skill training and low level of demand for graduates). It has been on the
unemployment of graduates. Therefore, in order to control the unemployment of university
graduates, it is necessary to develop a comprehensive plan with the cooperation of the Ministry
of Science and implement it with the cooperation of various institutions.
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1. Introduction

Unemployment, in its traditional sense, is related to the problem of the
workforce, unemployed people are known as a group of people who are
looking for work, in recent years, many researchers have pointed out the
shortcomings of this definition, which does not include hidden unemployment.
They have paid attention. From the economic point of view, any activity that
is carried out with the intention of production and is rewarded is called work,
although from the point of view of sociologists, the concept of stability is
included in the meaning of work, then it is possible that an activity that from
an economic point of view is called work. It is considered that sociologists do
not consider it a work due to the wrong consequences (such as the feeling of
worthlessness in the individual, poverty and hardship and family problems,
ets). of course the individual decision and will to remain unemployed, except
in The cases where a person accepts unemployment to change job, the
unemployment of university graduates is one of the most important issues in
developing countries. (Raitzadeh Faramarez, 2013). Since in every society,
heavy expenses are paid for the training of people in order to get them a job
and also to meet the needs of the labor market, the unemployment of graduates
will leave harmful effects on the society. The unemployment of the graduates
is a waste of the huge human capital of the country, and since the economic
competition is more dependent on trained and specialized human resources
than ever before, the unemployment of the university graduates means a loss
of capital. It is material, scientific and cultural that should be investigated as
a social issue. Due to its consequences in economic and social anomalies,
the problem of unemployment is annoying for all members of the country’s
population.

- Materials and Methods: Descriptive research using a survey method
and a researcher-made questionnaire tool to collect information, the statistical
population of the research is graduates of humanities majors from the
western Azad universities of Mazandaran province in the years 2009 to 2019,
distributed in the western cities of the province. : Nowshahr: 4020 people;
Chalus: 7500 people; Tenkabon: 8251 people and Ramsar: 2463 people.

3. Theoretical definition of variables
- Unemployment: Unemployment is an involuntary and long interruption of

YA



¥4

@ Contemporary Sociological Research

/8’4 L;_‘./i/(‘?‘fj)j C SR Two Quarterly Journal of

Vol. 11, No. 20, Spring & Summer 2022

work so that it is not possible to find a new job and there is no job opportunity
for a part of the workforce that is willing to work with unemployment as one
of the signs of the current wage (Naimi Omran et al. 2018).

- Economical: How economic factors interact and how different economies
work. A wide range of factors (inflation and costs, investment and production
based on demand and supply of goods, labor markets where the demand and
supply of various types of labor are made)

- Social: A set of factors that are the main constituents of societies from the
dimensions of physical expansion (such as the expansion of cities), cultural
(the totality of customs and traditions...) the level of health (physical and
mental and health status), education

3. Operational definition of variables

To measure the validity of the questions from face validity, to measure the
validity of the pre-test method and the reliability of the research. Cronbach’s
alpha coefficient for economic is 0.758 and for social is 0.769.

4. Data

- 59% of respondents are male and 41% are female

- 18.3 percent less than 25 years old, 23.3 percent 26 to 30 years old, 28.4
percent 31 to 35 years old, 16.7 percent 36 to 40 years old, 13.3 percent more
than 41 years old

- 71% single, 29% married

- 40% bachelor’s degree, 42.3% master’s degree, 17.4% doctorate.

- 24% self-employed, 19.3% government sector, 16.7% non-government
sector. 30.7 percent are job seekers, 11.3 percent are studying at a higher level
of education. 69.3 percent employed, 30.7 percent unemployed.

58.6 percent of men and 43.7 percent of working women. This difference
is statistically significant in the 99% confidence interval of 1% probability of
error.

5. Conclusion

Considering the attitudes and factors affecting the unemployment of
university graduates, the authorities of organizations should be used to plan
and implement a comprehensive plan in the field of employment to solve this
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problem. The Ministry of Science should cooperate with the relevant bodies.

The imbalance between labor supply and demand due to the policy of
increasing the capacity of universities, which was implemented with the policy
of reducing unemployment pressure, caused unemployed graduates to enter
the labor market with a delay.The increase in labor supply on the one hand¢
the slight growth in labor demand on the other hand caused the unemployment
of graduates to increase.

About 70% of the surveyed sample were employed, but the number of
unemployed people is also a question to be considered. It is necessary for
higher education to review the admission of humanities students. The student
acceptance capacity should be determined according to the country’s need
for experts in each field. One of the most important things for having a
dynamic economy is the balance between the supply of specialized labor and
the demand of the labor market. It is useful to create a balance between the
measures of higher education and the labor market.

It is suggested that the government, as the responsible person, implements
extensive measures to reduce unemployment. The current programs are more
limited to economic factors than management factors, including the provision
of facilities, which do not create a desirable result due to the superstructure
of the solution and the one-dimensional nature of the program; In addition
to recognizing the factors that aggravate unemployment, programs should be
set up and implemented in various administrative areas. The first step is to
provide the possibility of the participation of the main actors (private sector,
government...) and create trust in them.
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