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Abstract

Future hope in Iran—particularly among Generation Z adolescents, as the future builders of society—is a complex,
multidimensional social issue. However, existing studies predominantly adopt a partial and linear perspective toward
this phenomenon. Adopting a comprehensive, systemic approach, the present study seeks to identify and conduct
a structural analysis of the network of factors influencing adolescents’ future hope. In total, 91 influencing factors
were identified through a systematic review of 78 articles (selected using the PRISMA framework), interviews with
17 experts in sociology, psychology, and education, and interviews with 25 Generation Z adolescents (born in the
second half of the 2000s) in the urban context of Mashhad. Findings from mapping direct and indirect influence—
dependence relationships using structural analysis through the MICMAC method revealed that future hope
emerges within a complex, multi-level causal system. The results indicated that policy-making, social anomie, and
economic instability possess the highest driving power and lowest dependency, functioning as key drivers shaping
the state of future hope among Generation Z adolescents. Conversely, variables such as mental health, sense of
self-worth, and social vitality showed the highest dependency, acting as the system’s final outcomes. Moreover,
factors such as media lifeworld, social cohesion, social transformations, and empowerment of adolescent agency
serve as intermediary links that mediate the transmission of influence between macro-structures and individual/
social outcomes. This model demonstrates that enhancing adolescents’ future hope requires reforming macro-
level policy structures, reducing socio-economic disorder, and strengthening social and media bonds. The findings
emphasize the necessity of policy and cultural interventions at macro- and meso-levels—interventions that begin
with restructuring policy-making and social order, proceed through cultural and media interactions, and ultimately
lead to adolescents’ psychological and social empowerment.

Keywords: Future Hope, Generation Z, Structural Analysis, MICMAC, Social Complexity, Iran.
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1. Introduction

Hope for the future constitutes a vital psychological and social resource for young people, shaping
their motivation, resilience, and capacity to contribute to society. In Iran, this issue has gained urgency
as Generation Z adolescents (born in the early 2000s onward) face mounting social, economic, and
cultural uncertainties. While individual-level correlates of hope—such as optimism or self-efficacy—
are well documented, broader structural dimensions remain underexplored. The dominance of linear,
reductionist models in the literature neglects the multidimensional and interactive processes through
which hope is generated and sustained.

The necessity of a structural approach lies in recognizing that adolescents’ hope cannot be reduced to
personal attributes alone; it is instead embedded in a dynamic social system shaped by macro-policies,
cultural discourses, institutional environments, and family dynamics. Prior studies in psychology and
sociology have emphasized the interplay between structural contexts and individual well-being, yet
hope as a systemic phenomenon remains undertheorized.

The objective of this study is to bridge this gap by adopting structural analysis (MICMAC) as a
methodological tool for mapping the complex network of causal interrelations influencing adolescents’
hope in Iran. By doing so, the study advances both the conceptualization of hope as a social construct
and the development of actionable knowledge for policy-making. The urgency of this research stems
from increasing reports of youth disengagement, mental health concerns, and emigration tendencies
among Iranian adolescents—phenomena that threaten both individual trajectories and broader social
cohesion.

The present research, therefore, not only addresses a theoretical lacuna but also carries practical

implications for policy and cultural interventions aimed at empowering young people.

2. Materials and Methods

The research employed a three-stage process. First, a systematic literature review was conducted using
the PRISMA framework, yielding 78 peer-reviewed studies on hope, youth development, and structural
determinants. From these, 56 factors were extracted. Second, expert interviews were carried out with
17 professionals across sociology, psychology, and education to refine and validate the list of factors.
Finally, 25 adolescents from urban Mashhad were interviewed to incorporate lived experiences of
Generation Z into the framework. Altogether, 91 distinct factors were identified.

These factors were entered into a MICMAC analysis, where experts rated the degree of influence and
dependency among variables. A cross-impact matrix was constructed, and direct as well as indirect
relationships were computed using matrix multiplication. The MICMAC software then classified
variables into four categories: 1) driving variables, 2) dependent variables, 3) linkage variables, and 4)
autonomous variables.

Results indicated that policy-making, social anomie, and economic instability emerged as dominant
drivers, with strong forward linkages but low dependency. In contrast, dependent outcomes included
adolescents’ mental health, sense of worth, and social vitality. Linkage variables—such as the media
lifeworld, social cohesion, and adolescent agency—functioned as mediating elements that transmitted
the influence of macro-structures to micro-level outcomes.

Yo
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The structural map produced illustrates a complex system in which adolescents’ hope is neither linear
nor reducible to individual traits. Instead, it reflects an interplay between macro-structural forces, meso-

level institutions, and micro-level psychological states.

3. Discussion & Analysis

The findings demonstrate that adolescents’ hope is embedded within a multilayered social system
characterized by structural drivers and mediating pathways. Unlike prior studies that focused narrowly
on individual attitudes, this study highlights the decisive role of macro-policies and systemic conditions.
Policy-making, economic instability, and social anomie represent “structural levers” capable of shaping
the trajectory of adolescents’ hope. This resonates with international research linking social structures
to youth well-being.

Equally significant are the intermediary variables that bridge structural and individual domains. For
instance, media life worlds not only reflect macro-discourses but also directly influence adolescents’
sense of agency, social connectedness, and outlook. Social cohesion and cultural transformations further
mediate this process by either amplifying or mitigating systemic disruptions. The presence of such
mediators underscores the importance of adopting multi-level interventions rather than focusing solely
on individual counseling or psychological support.

These results also carry implications for theories of hope. Hope should be conceptualized not merely
as an individual cognitive state but as a relational and systemic construct. Such a perspective aligns
with sociological accounts of “collective hope™ and systemic resilience. It also justifies methodological
innovation: the MICMAC approach proved effective in uncovering both direct and indirect dynamics
invisible to linear models.

From a policy perspective, strengthening adolescents’ hope requires simultaneous action on three
levels: 1) reforming macro-policies to ensure stability and fairness; 2) fostering meso-level cohesion
through educational and cultural institutions; and 3) empowering micro-level agency among adolescents.
Without systemic reform at the top, interventions at the individual level will remain insufficient.

4. Conclusion

This study offers one of the first attempts to map the structural system influencing adolescents’ hope
for the future in Iran. By integrating systematic review, expert input, and adolescent perspectives, it
identified 91 factors and analyzed their interrelations through MICMAC. The results demonstrated
that adolescents’ hope is a complex, multi-level phenomenon shaped primarily by macro-structural
drivers—policy-making, economic stability, and social order—while mediated by meso-level cohesion
and individual agency.

The research contributes theoretically by advancing a systemic perspective on hope that transcends
individualistic models. Methodologically, it showcases the utility of MICMAC in analyzing social
phenomena characterized by interdependence and feedback loops. Practically, it underscores the
urgency of policy interventions aimed at stabilizing macro-structures and reinforcing social cohesion as
preconditions for fostering adolescent hope.

Implications extend beyond the Iranian context. In societies undergoing rapid transformation, systemic
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approaches to youth hope and resilience may yield critical insights for both scholarship and policy.
The findings call for cross-disciplinary collaboration—between sociology, psychology, education, and
policy studies—to design interventions that address not only symptoms but also structural root causes.
In conclusion, fostering adolescents’ hope requires a holistic agenda that begins with structural reform,
passes through cultural and media channels, and culminates in psychological and social empowerment.
Without such systemic interventions, the challenge of declining hope among youth may persist,
undermining both individual futures and collective social stability.
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Graph 1: Placement of different types of variables in the MICMAC influence-dependence diagram (Authors, 2025).
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Tab. 1: Summary of data collection and analysis methods across the three stages of the study (Authors, 2025).
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Tab. 2: Demographic characteristics of the adolescents participating in the study (Authors, 2025).
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Tab. 3: Information on the experts participating in the study (Authors, 2025).
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Tab. 4: Factors influencing hope for the future and their corresponding references (Authors, 2025).
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Graph. 2: Network of relationships among the factors influencing hope for the future using UCINET software (Authors,
2025)..
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Tab. 5: The level of direct and indirect influence of the factors affecting hope for the future (top 20 factors), (Authors,
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Graph. 3: Status of the direct influence and dependence of the factors (Authors, 2025).
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Graph. 4: Status of the indirect influence and dependence of the factors (Authors, 2025).
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Abstract

Due to gender differences and the more negative societal perception of women’s addiction, this group tends to
conceal their substance use as much as possible. Due to the stigmas associated with addiction, women often
isolate themselves from society — a challenge that persists even after recovery and reintegration, continuing to
exert negative effects on their lives. As a result, the way family members and society respond to individuals with
addiction significantly influences both the course of their substance use and the effectiveness of treatment efforts.
The present study seeks to answer the question: How does society confront and respond to women’s addiction? The
study population consisted of ordinary citizens from the provinces of Tehran and Alborz. A total of 32 individuals
participated in the research. Data were collected through semi-structured interviews. The participants were selected
using purposive sampling, and the collected data were analyzed using thematic analysis. The findings were
categorized into 15 sub-themes and 6 main themes, which are: criminalization of addiction; denial, elimination,
and concealment of women’s addiction; increased importance of women’s addiction; questioning myth-making
regarding women’s roles in the family; women’s addiction as promiscuity; and invisible of the addiction issue by
the dominant social discourse. The results indicated that women’s addiction has raised societal concerns about
the spread of this phenomenon and its consequences. Moreover, it has drawn the attention of policymakers and
national planners, entering public discourse and prompting demands for a shift in how society addresses women’s
addiction.
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1. Introduction

Although substance abuse has traditionally been perceived as a predominantly male phenomenon in
most societies, structural transformations in gender role systems have led to a growing number of female
substance users over the past two decades. Both global and national reports indicate that women’s share
in the consumption of various substances—including stimulants, opioids, and sedatives—is steadily
increasing and approaching parity with men. This upward trend exposes women to specific risks such
as heightened social vulnerability, faster dependency development, increased likelihood of contracting
diseases like HIV/AIDS, and more hazardous patterns of use. While the prevalence of addiction remains
higher among men, the severe individual, familial, and societal consequences associated with female
addiction necessitate specialized policy attention and a deeper understanding of this population.
Nevertheless, women’s addiction remains largely absent from the public sphere and is often accompanied
by stigmatization, exclusion, social shame, and entrenched negative stereotypes. In a patriarchal culture
shaped by moral norms, female substance abuse is regarded as far more unacceptable than male addiction,
leading to significantly lower participation of women in treatment and harm reduction programs. In
many cases, family roles, lack of support, and negative societal attitudes toward addicted women limit
their access to health, treatment, and support services. Accordingly, the present study seeks to gain a
deeper understanding of public perceptions of women’s addiction, prevailing stereotypes, and patterns
of societal responses to this phenomenon.

In Iran, studies on women’s addiction that adopt a labeling or social constructionist approach and
explore the consequences of social reactions to this issue are limited. Therefore, there is a need for further
research in this area. Women’s addiction should be addressed with attention to its gender-specific features
and should not remain marginalized. Therefore, the present study seeks to explore how addiction among
women is perceived and understood within the study population. Based on these perceptions, what types
of societal responses are shaped toward women with addiction? Does a discriminatory structure exist
in the way addicted women are treated? What kinds of gendered stereotypes have been formed around
this issue? The focus of this research is on the provinces of Tehran and Alborz, as evidence suggests that
the prevalence and visibility of this phenomenon in these regions are significantly higher than in other
parts of the country.

2. Research Method

This research was conducted with a qualitative approach and based on interpretivist logic. The data
collection method was semi-structured interviews with 32 citizens from Tehran and Alborz provinces.
Participants were selected through purposeful sampling from various social strata and groups to ensure
diversity in attitudes and experiences. Data were analyzed using thematic analysis based on the six-step
framework of Braun and Clarke.

3. Findings

The analysis of the collected data led to the extraction of six main themes and fifteen sub-themes. These
themes reflect how society confronts women’s addiction and the consequences that follow.

1. Criminalization of Women’s Addiction: Addicted women are perceived not only as patients but also
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as criminals or moral and social threats. This perception leads to their rejection, distrust, and exposure
to structural violence.

2. Denial, Elimination, and Concealment of Women’s Addiction: The patriarchal cultural structure
compels women to conceal their addiction. Denial of addiction by both the woman herself and her
family prevents the initiation of treatment and access to social support.

3. Women’s Addiction Considered More Significant and Different than Men’s: Because women are
assigned crucial roles such as motherhood, being a spouse, and managing the household, their addiction
is regarded as a more important social issue compared to men’s. As a result, they face heightened social
pressure.

4. Challenging the Mythical Role of Women in the Family: Addiction undermines the idealized
image of women as self-sacrificing mothers, loyal wives, and emotional anchors of the family. This
collapse intensifies stigmatization and leads to more severe social exclusion.

5. Women’s Addiction as a Symbol of Promiscuity: Women with substance use disorders are more
frequently subjected to social stigmatization than their male counterparts, as society often perceives
their behaviors as “doubly deviant” and morally transgressive.

6. and invisible of the addiction issue by the dominant social discourse: Due to the taboo nature of
the issue and prevailing gender stereotypes, women’s addiction is often overlooked and receives limited
attention from support institutions, the media, and policymakers.

4. Conclusion

The findings of this study indicate that women’s addiction in Iranian society is a social, cultural, and
gendered phenomenon that is heavily influenced by patriarchal attitudes, gender stereotypes, and
traditional moral norms. These attitudes lead to social constructions such as criminalizing, denial,
concealment, and associating women’s addiction with immorality. Such perceptions cause addicted
women, out of fear of social exclusion, stigmatization, and dishonor, to hide their addiction and avoid
seeking treatment and support services. As a result, they are excluded from rehabilitation processes and
reintegration into normal life, which further exacerbates their vulnerability.

In this regard, the findings reveal that structural discrimination and neglect of women’s specific needs
within the treatment and support systems have become significant barriers to effective recovery and
rehabilitation. Addicted women are not only struggling with substance dependence but are also victims
of a culture and social structure marked by inequality. Therefore, it is essential to acknowledge women’s
addiction as a social reality and to create a supportive environment for their treatment and empowerment
by revising dominant attitudes. Policy reforms, the development of gender-sensitive and culturally
responsive services, and the reduction of social stigma are critical steps toward addressing this silent
crisis and reintegrating women into a healthy social life.
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Fig. 1: The six-phase framework of Braun and Clarke (Authors, 2020).
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Tab. 2: Individual and social information of research participants (Ordinary Citizens).
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Tab. 3: Initial research concepts and major categories (Authors, 2020).
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Abstract

The social environment typically holds high significance in individuals’ decision-making processes. The present
study was conducted in the city of Yazd to examine the perceptions and interpretations of girls regarding the role
of their social environment and its importance in their vocational skill development. The research methodology
employed in this study is qualitative and belongs to the genre of thematic analysis. Sampling was conducted
purposefully, and the sample size included 20 adolescent girls (aged 13—18) from Yazd who are pursuing a specific
vocational skill. The data collection instrument was a semi-structured interview. Data analysis was performed
using Braun and Clarke’s approach to thematic coding and analysis. The main themes of this research include
lived childhood experiences, social support, social role models, and virtual nudges, ultimately resulting in the core
theme of Environmental Stimuli. Relying on lived experiences and micro-social interactions (including family,
media, peers, and virtual space), the present study uncovers the hidden layers of how these factors synergistically
influence the vocational skill development of Yazdi adolescent girls; consequently, it offers a deeper understanding
of the social mechanisms shaping “human capital” and “career proactiveness” within this age group and the
specific cultural context of Yazd.
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1. Introduction

Adolescence (the period between puberty and social independence) is a stage where identity is formed
and the individual strives to gain independence from parents (Lederer, 2009). In this stage, the social
environment plays a key role; the family is considered the first effective system influencing the
development of children and adolescents, as the foundation of an individual’s personality is laid within
the family (Keshavarz et al., 1399). Alongside the family, the influence of peers (especially among
14-16-year-old girls) and school is highly significant in shaping values (Duell et al., 2016).

With the increasing desire for independence, many adolescent girls, parallel to their education,
have turned to vocational skill training to achieve income and self-sufficiency, which aligns with the
goal of training efficient human resources and promoting entrepreneurship (Dorani & Salehi, 1384).
Statistics from the year 1403 indicate a 2% growth in women’s skill acquisition nationwide and the
presence of 2956 students in Yazd’s skill centers (Annual Yearbook of the Technical and Vocational
Training Organization, 1403). However, entrepreneurship for Yazdi women faces challenges such as
patriarchal mindsets and a lack of financial support, leading to the adoption of complex strategies like
‘self-empowerment’ to counteract gender stereotypes (Alinejad et al., 1401).

Therefore, it is essential to understand that the increasing tendency toward skill acquisition among
Yazdi girls is influenced by changing attitudes and active support from the social environment.
Consequently, the present study seeks to explain the role of family (initial support), friends/peers (value
reference), and cyberspace/media (display of opportunities) in this process.

Overall Objective: To explain the role of the social environment on the tendency of adolescent girls
in Yazd city towards vocational skill training.

Research Questions: 1. What is the role of the family in choosing informal skills? 2. What is the
role of friends in choosing informal skills? 3. What is the role of cyberspace in choosing informal skills?

2. Materials and Methods

This present study was conducted qualitatively using the Thematic Analysis approach, based on
the method by Braun and Clarke (2006), with the aim of deeply understanding the experiences
and motivations of female adolescent vocational trainees in Yazd. This study focuses on students
who have acquired a vocational skill and are earning an income from it. The statistical population
includes female adolescents in Yazd aged 13 to 18 years who have been engaged in acquiring a skill
for at least 6 months. Purposive sampling with maximum variation was conducted across districts
one and two of Yazd (including various neighborhoods) to ensure coverage of diverse skills and
social classes. Ultimately, theoretical saturation was reached after conducting twenty in-person
interviews.

The main data collection tool was the semi-structured interview, as it provides the necessary
flexibility to explore the lived experiences of the female adolescents. Thus, a list of questions related to
the research topic was designed and posed to the participants. Accordingly, interviews were manually
analyzed in three steps using the Thematic Analysis method following Braun and Clarke’s approach: the
first stage involved grouping similar codes, the second stage identified sub-themes, and the third stage
identified main themes (Braun & Clarke, 2006).
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The validity of the research was ensured by relying on Guba and Lincoln’s criteria (1986). The
credibility of the data was established through continuous analysis, presenting codes to participants,
refining findings, and utilizing direct quotes in interpretations. Dependability was ensured through
supervision by professors and a detailed description of the analysis process. Furthermore, the connection
between the findings and the cultural context of the interviewees enhanced the transferability of the

results.

3. Data

In the framework of this qualitative study, semi-structured interviews were conducted with 20
adolescent girls (aged 13-18) in the city of Yazd who are active in professional skill areas. The
sample demonstrated significant diversity across skill domains: 10 individuals were in the beauty and
cosmetology sector (including nail art, microblading, and updos), 3 were in professional photography
and videography, 5 were in fine arts (including mural painting, ballet dancing, and handicrafts), and
2 were engaged in online administration and teaching the Korean language, respectively; with an
average history of 3 years in pursuing their skill. Data analysis led to the extraction of themes such

PPN PN

s “lived childhood experience,” “social support,” “social models,” and “virtual nudges,” which
were integrated under the overarching theme of “environmental stimuli”. These themes indicate that
the process of acquiring occupational skills and earning income in this age group is shaped less
by traditional constraints and more by close support networks and the driving force of the digital
space, demonstrating the active agency of adolescents in shaping their own professional development

trajectory.

4. Discussion

The findings indicated that the social environment plays a vital role in the skill acquisition of adolescent
girls in Yazd through three main mechanisms: family support, the role modeling of peer groups, and the
motivational nudge of the media.

The qualitative analysis shows that the theme of “Social Support,” with the highest frequency (40),
rooted in “emotional and financial family support” (18), ranked at the top of importance. This emphasizes
that the family is the primary foundation and backbone supporting the adolescents’ skill development;
contrary to the past, families not only do not impede the acquisition of vocational skills but also pave the
way for them by being aware of their children’s future outlook.

Secondary importance is immediately attributed to “Social Models” (overall frequency 30), and
particularly “Friendship Models” (17). This finding suggests that while the family provides fundamental
support, friendship networks play a powerful role as models and act as a complementary factor in shaping
the skill acquisition process. Friends influence adolescents’ skill choices by presenting successful,
income-generating, and exciting role models. This network of friends perceives success in acquiring
skills and achieving early income, and interaction within similar skills creates deeper bonds among
them.

Finally, the discussion section refers to the role of virtual space, which shapes users’ perception of
reality and the necessity of informal skills through the continuous introduction of successful models
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and experiences. This gradual influence, based on Gerbner’s Cultivation Theory, redefines adolescents’
beliefs and values and pushes them towards selecting and developing vocational skills.

5. Conclusion

This research concludes by emphasizing the synergy and complex interaction of four key factors under
the theme of environmental stimuli (familial, media, peer, and virtual space) on the vocational skill
development path of Yazdi adolescent girls. This study offers a deeper explanation of how the collective
impact of these mechanisms affects “human capital” and “career proactiveness” in this age group,
considering the cultural context of Yazd.

The conceptual model of this research further confirms that an essential role in shaping the vocational
skill development path for adolescent girls is played by a sequential and interactive support process.
This process begins in childhood through observing skill acquisition within the family context and
surrounding social networks. During adolescence, this support becomes structured and is complemented
by support from friends and family, which is considered a key factor in the continuation (sustainability)
of their career endeavors. Specifically, effective patterns of familial and peer support, alongside virtual
stimuli (digital nudges), act as significant accelerators in speeding up their progress toward acquiring
professional competencies.

Therefore, this research underscores the necessity of multi-faceted interventionist policies; policies
that include raising families’ awareness regarding new skill pathways, facilitating the creation of targeted
peer networks for experience sharing, and developing structured virtual platforms for showcasing
achievements and guiding career decisions. These integrated actions provide the necessary foundation
for transforming students’ “individual agency” into productive and leading “human capital” in future

occupational environments.
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Table 1: Specifications of Research Participants (Authors, 2024).
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Table 2: Sub-themes and Main Themes Related to Environmental Stimuli of Vocational Skill Training (Authors, 2024).
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Abstract

A nomadic lifestyle based on seasonal migration represents one of the earliest forms of human social organization
that has persisted into the contemporary era. In Iran, nomadic and agro-pastoral communities have historically
played a significant role in the country’s socio-economic structure, with the Qashqai tribe constituting one of
the most prominent nomadic groups. Traditionally, their livelihood was based on mobile livestock husbandry
and seasonal migration between summer and winter grazing territories. Against this backdrop, the present study
investigates the pattern of social changes experienced by the Qashqai nomads in Isfahan Province over the past
four decades. The study employed a mixed-methods approach. The research population consisted of Qashqai
individuals aged over 60 years, selected through purposive sampling. In-depth interviews were conducted with
33 tribal elders until theoretical saturation was achieved and subsequently extended to 40 participants to enhance
the robustness of the findings. Data were analyzed using the coding procedures of Grounded Theory. The findings
revealed that social transformations within the Qashqai community can be classified into five major dimensions:
changes in livelihood patterns, transformations in the social stratification system, developments in healthcare
services, modifications in migration patterns and mobility, and changes in kinship relations. The results indicate
that these transformations emerged through the interaction of internal and external forces, with modernization and
globalization serving as the primary drivers of change. Technological advancements, new economic arrangements,
and changing lifestyles have reshaped social relations and everyday practices, while globalization has influenced
local values, norms, and belief systems through cultural integration. Overall, the study demonstrates that the
Qashqgai community has adapted to profound social transformations while continuing to negotiate the balance
between tradition and modernity, contributing to a deeper understanding of social change, cultural adaptation, and
the sustainability of contemporary nomadic societies.

Keywords: Nomadic Life, Qashqai Tribe, Social Change, Isfahan, Modernization, Globalization.
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1. Introduction

The Qashgqai tribe is one of the most historically influential nomadic confederacies in Iran, traditionally
sustaining a migratory pastoral way of life across the southern regions of the Zagros Mountain range.
However, state-led modernization policies during the Pahlavi era, particularly under Mohammad Reza
Shah Pahlavi, initiated gradual processes of sedentarization that significantly altered the traditional
nomadic lifestyle of many Qashqai communities. Despite these transformations, the Qashqai continue
to inhabit extensive territories in southern Iran, practicing seasonal migration between winter pastures in
the lower-altitude regions of southern and southwestern Iran and summer pastures located in the higher
elevations of Fars Province, Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-Ahmad Province, and parts of Isfahan Province. A
defining characteristic of the Qashqai tribe is their enduring collective memory and emotional attachment
to ancestral lands, deeply embedded in their music, poetry, oral traditions, and historical narratives. These
cultural expressions reflect themes of nostalgia, displacement, and historical hardship, while Qashqai
music in particular conveys profound emotional and melancholic dimensions that preserve the memory
of centuries of migration and social upheaval. Similarly, the natural landscapes of their migratory routes
remain central to their cultural imagination and identity, reinforcing a persistent sense of belonging
despite ongoing social change. These cultural attachments are further manifested in customs, traditions,
proverbs, and collective emotional life. Against this background, the present study examines the social
transformations experienced by the Qashqai tribe, aiming not only to analyze their social structure but
also to explore the lived experiences and subjective interpretations of change from the perspective of
tribal members. Furthermore, the study seeks to develop a sociological model of social change among
the Qashgai in Isfahan Province over the past four decades, based on the perspectives of elders, local
elites, and community members, addressing the central question of how these social changes can be

sociologically interpreted and understood.

2. Materials and Methods

This study was grounded in an interpretive sociological approach that provided the conceptual framework
for examining social change within the Qashqai tribal community. Within the interpretive paradigm,
human beings are understood as active, creative, and meaning-making agents who continuously construct
and reconstruct social reality through everyday interactions; thus, social life is conceived as an ongoing
process through which meanings, identities, and social structures are produced and reproduced. Given
the anthropological orientation of the research, an ethnographic design was adopted to investigate the
lived experiences, cultural practices, and social transformations of the Qashqai tribe, with particular
emphasis on cultural change as a key lens for understanding evolving patterns of social organization.
The study is categorized as fundamental and developmental research. The Qashqai population in Iran is
estimated at approximately 1.7 million, while the target population consisted of nomads aged 60 years
and older residing in Isfahan Province. Purposive and theoretical sampling techniques were employed
to select participants with extensive lived experience of tribal life and long-term exposure to processes
of social change. Participants were included because they could provide retrospective accounts spanning
at least four decades, ensuring historical depth and reliability of the data. Data collection was conducted
primarily through in-depth semi-structured interviews; theoretical saturation was initially reached after 33
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interviews, but the sample was extended to 40 participants to enhance analytical robustness. Participants
included tribal elders, knowledgeable community members, and key local informants. Methodological
rigor was ensured through triangulation, including non-participant observation, participant observation,
and document analysis. Finally, data were analyzed using Grounded Theory procedures—open, axial,
and selective coding—which enabled the identification of core categories and the development of an

explanatory framework for understanding social change processes within the Qashqai community.

3. Discussion and Analysis

Based on the major analytical categories, the concept of “structuring and de-structuring processes”
emerges as the most comprehensive and abstract core category, providing a final theoretical explanation
of social change among the Qashqai nomads and offering an integrative framework for understanding
how modernization has reshaped their social world. Rather than passively experiencing modernization,
the Qashqai actively interpret, evaluate, and negotiate its meanings through lived experience and
collective memory, thereby constructing a situated understanding of social transformation. Social
change is perceived as inherently ambivalent, simultaneously generating opportunities to overcome
ecological, social, cultural, and economic constraints while also improving access to resources, raising
living standards, and expanding developmental capacities. These transformations are shaped by the
interaction of causal conditions, including economic development, healthcare improvement, welfare
expansion, and increased mobility; contextual ecological constraints inherent in nomadic life; and
intervening factors such as traditional authority structures, cultural conservatism, and limited access
to information. The interaction of these factors has produced a complex, multidimensional process of
change within Qashqai society. In response, the Qashqai adopt adaptive strategies along a continuum
between acceptance and resistance, reflecting both positive and critical evaluations of modernization.
While acknowledging the benefits of socio-economic and technological developments, they express
concern over the erosion of traditional lifeways, kinship structures, and cultural values. Consequently,
their engagement with modernity is cautious, selective, and conditional, accepting change only when
compatible with enduring cultural and religious frameworks. From an anthropological perspective,
nomadic communities have historically occupied marginal positions within modernization processes
and often face unequal access to its benefits. Therefore, a nuanced and context-sensitive approach is

required to understand their ongoing social transformation and cultural continuity.

4. Conclusion

The findings of this study demonstrate that the social transformation of the Qashqgai nomadic community
over the past four decades has been multidimensional, involving profound changes in livelihood
systems, social stratification, migration patterns, and kinship relations as part of broader processes of
modernization and socio-economic restructuring in contemporary Iran. In terms of livelihood patterns,
five key themes emerged, including the decline of traditional subsistence resources, expansion of non-
pastoral economic activities, increasing centrality of the state, acceptance of socio-economic change, and
growing emphasis on capital accumulation, indicating a gradual shift from a closed pastoral economy
toward a diversified and market-oriented system, facilitated by technological advancement and improved
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infrastructure. Regarding social stratification, six main categories were identified, such as the dominance
of traditional elites, public dissatisfaction with hierarchical structures, rising social awareness, state
intervention, expansion of modern education, and the growth of individualism, all of which have
contributed to the weakening of traditional authority and the emergence of a more differentiated social
order. In relation to migration practices, five categories were observed, including the persistence of
nomadic traditions, ecological constraints, shortened migration routes, mechanization of migration,
and emerging tourism activities, where motorized mobility has accelerated seasonal movements while
disrupting traditional migratory cycles and ecological rhythms. Transformations in marriage and kinship
relations were categorized into six themes, such as declining kinship interactions, media influence,
labor migration, modern education, changing lifestyles, and increased social competition, indicating
a reconfiguration of familial relations while maintaining their social significance. A key finding was
the identification of “preservation of valuable historical traditions™ as the core category, highlighting
that despite extensive transformations, cultural heritage remains central to Qashgqai identity, reflecting a
dynamic process in which tradition and modernity coexist. Overall, the study shows that contemporary
Qashgqai society is navigating a complex balance between modernization-driven change and cultural
continuity, where efforts to preserve tradition function as a central mechanism for negotiating ongoing

social transformation.
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Tab. 1:Theories of Social Change in Sociology (de la Sablonniére, 2017).
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Tab. 2: Theories and Perspectives on Social Change in Social Psychology (de la Sablonniére, 2017).
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Tab. 3: Validity and Reliability in the Present Study (Authors, 2025).
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Tab. 4: Major Categories Identified Regarding the Perception and Interpretation of Change in the Social Stratification
System (Authors, 2025).

Moyd | dlaxd PR OY el
¥ Sl s pS Ul oSl piw g ol |5 olsh QLU bl
WY Sl
Ve/A VY| oo bigel b goed clime sy, (sloial plyl a5 gulie 292 o3os suls)b
P9 Cux 2
\-/f vs oas 45 oo bl b 5,5 P35 oy olST
Ve A g0l L lgw Lol <Jgd 3955
WE ya b & &ld cdgn il ¢ g ladlys Liulag «oMal sl Ope bjgel
viz Wl eamd GlagpSmeal (o @BMe @ a2y @bl gad by S5
5 S5 Gl paye A8 dgul L S5S Candy g s » 4STE (s S
oo Cao s (b (gole ¢pguid

3395 5105510 Sy Bgt> 31 (188 dasly ) loog)S 5 o8l cansd ) 1y g cywilsd (el dlabus

ilyodlndis 5 sl 3l A1 lS da dnols 4y deah oy Loy 5 05,5 o0 (S5 olls L] g0y
5 sebie dole u308) 0 325 5 (S 5 oilss (L)) Pl jolato SolS 528 95 B o la88 Jol )3 )98
il IS oo 1l ol slias] (S35 53 oS (glodes loganas plat )5 oo JSi (3g5hae diulydons slaog)S
olsed 990 5l sloaoling g Plue ol )3 Jol (Bsi> 5 (soms) Balas el )8 o S5l oS> 523



by ® ol 54
UJ “:‘U’w}/‘: OhlSes g ygpmld

Ol 33 5 403 g2 3 (EES plbes S5 o lotn] oS 550 dalllas

Bl > o 5 3l e el b gy 5 5550 cangSn wlolio b ol dayly walass 4 (215 baoly) Jotune
tesS s ShEI 51 (S 08 e Alslae sl ol
5 Sl ygl ulais (510 (sl)lS Igd 5upzs bl (gyglaon Jud 51 515 5
Oglings 51 ¥gene (Sl sl g 0l s tnagy 5 (5 yy )15 IS)sboes
A5l gl olsis o slule 5L calbaalsy s w0 clwl ] Soop
(S 1,y Ul oSl s )5 il bl plis |
& Comd (888 ol &S 05 0 Esly OS5 piles dlabus 51 U Sl sl 2529 1 0908 (L)L
S 32 9 0539 03,8 byl g Sy 56She Il baslys LT .asal azals (olio)l 5ol o)lgem 39290 (slasylnl
i sl (688 Koo el b i by sl o Sl 58 Ayt aizaly 4 ST ISl 90 50 o 5
5 ksl & LSy puopiand poye dot oS Limopppds sl 039y p3y0 oy Loz (5l 5 w¥olels Lasly, o st
oo p3ye 4 asy5 oty Ao Jobt |y ki3 s b (g3basl (glacadlad 51 (yolls ool aiesls IS
395 slaazn opoliuyd 3 (05 35563 8l dpogs 4 b 5 w3, 0 celbl g (goy UL 3 can ya 5L
L ls CoSe 4 Juass cga 1) 068 (sladon disuilys god (> (63le poyo a5 Loy - 50359, g0 & litol dusydo
313 o0 lgis dnlas 3yg0 3131 51 S el 0343 8)90 )] (slddiastine 51 Su55 clighis dod 13 (Gl Aty
age sl (b ) wwslo Uil ghls o (sliasl .95  gpge Sl eyl cdiion
slas] plo Doy 058 cnl 0y 5 ol -y B0 0y sl (o <8 5
5 QLI axals jLast )5 S5 g cdlS (goluat ddgan |5 030,803,180 Bm ¢ [
03l s ] (5310055 5 (e aslyo 5 505 0 533l U9 i e (yilgd
Ao Sy
ooMe s (5509355 3939 b iz 5 mlsd )08 bS5y g ol B 51 ans 10300 cautis 08T
a8 31 392 90 Cunizg b poye Ablis 5 cagas (AETL dlasel 13 5 3,810 ) poges (2BT s (j90lolsun s
158 oo i 51 (S5 asls cawd Ty 393 oGl 5 o dsuwlS yusles
5ol 53,15 3925 ol yo2 b ablie (clys 2] 45 ragd 5 50 0BT 30 0391
S 500 il 0l (6505 (S S5 5 000 s A5 L 0TS e |y s
5 pye g S b ol By 4 (S 500 38 e da g ol g 4
(QREATYR AW o1 Ol..ib.)9’> B9d>9 5>
oty b 45 Wit _lolge dla) 38 szl o3y llsgs 5 g L, Sals o (lacaslow :cgd 299
ooles 5 s ol Ml 535 L OST VB (S hlSan 5 59 15) D305 Cigmias | o 51 sl ol s bl
5t azpn |y olss o Lyt da L] cusd 5 o o)ly pliie loods 00)1u8 raws )0 5 e ax (g0
plas Jgdl 5o (glodiiS s s (s poye ylas 5l cdgs Jlab jgias 5 Ml 51 g Lol (50,5 oligS (>3 o0l
s g5 s g A (uslgd st @yl R0l S s slaoles guyaias aSTs el anals Sbols
A1 b s bl e (i 4 as il slaoles (hyad b aSh ccusls (olys b als 0 glodisS s
sl b9 51 Logasee e 2igel ol 992 18l i ol Ll 5) poge (2Tt 1 85 (%05 Jale
il gl (5 olozn | hliseo il (arsits 5 poye 50 (il )0 398 (90l (slwoles sy 05 da &,
215 o lgis dnlias 3550 oly81 51 SO
pOye & 153)S cod Wl plyd el poye eoljl colos (sl g poye colon b dgoy
sl Jto oyl ais oloul (a0 slaol&ul g sl g cd By yslss cdas S (o yas
At (o3l poya 3l y5yd s W3l (S > aiiS o (S135 s0le poya



i 2
polae plidazela s gl U/ d‘/'/’.'

ol (YA byler—5 00 J ‘Contemporary Socilogical Rescarch

Sy gy (B0 50 3151 B o L 1 aylace B 55 el plas a8 LT i 31 zyyee (sl geel
Cllas g olgo L 5,8 S8 paye du dlga iolhs 090 48 SLlid diy yus ] dad dis S35 10 Lel g0 ol
QLT Sl i poye plasj]cotlis 392y (i (slaigel 5 i 0gte 53 b A5 Wiyt Ll g
398563 addo 31y 81 s BLLs 5 00,8 Jras sl g aslohilogs claxsl yool g Jilume Larseis )5 3,8 S
o9yl 4 At 55Lo ol o pye (st (soloinl (G488 )3 pndS Aoy d 098 35 )lard dnelr )3 )i
Sl (molio (sLiad 45 (gles S wlawdbws 095 (60,8 g (celarn] (Su3 disej 3 (yin Joe s3bT 40
) 1S o ylgie dnlas 0yge Ol 8151 SO el odel Dy g Lol S5
g o ST e 48 ot diagd oo 5 45,1095 p3Y (BT 5 olite YD
Ol el s d Lo sagdgo (355 (onn 0 Y 05051 oo Lol 4y s,
oS Y o oo L S o3lusslay oBlisly azdy Nto L g ouslys yuyd 45 slasy
5 Wlodd duiis Jto o Loyl o Lol 0 518 ds 3] c0)d pu Ju ot 51 g5 4S
g3 oS o bl 39 oo L LT 3] 208 A8 Wi o5 a5 poye
oy o iSlygel 4o
5 otins (Sl g lalis L Chpnias cazsyte ()lid Lo 5 oo (slaoliy 51 (S o390l 115058 (a5l
olyo (sla oyl g oabais celonn (olayliS el g g5 cipnias o) @i g o (63,8 dild oS
] plis (63556 A8 Aiituts y5Ls oyl o ol L pOye (FF VY oot 5 (5yian) ol 0352 L]
Cesl (B (guinpad plas atime Lagl b (il poye claialy (63,8 sla ool a8 cowlons ccly
T3l poye ot 5938 8y9 50 AS Jyguo 5o il ailus HLas ] g Clswsl @yud blod ol poye 45 34 ous
s oyid pllas 5o ouis dloul @lyuss donisyd Ldistw H10)s3 5 093 clacdlsd g Blual 50 ol cowlio
(5 ioptd i plas oS0l aS wlouts sl (i eelera ] wlids cddilate (LS Lu Hlas 5l i8S lie
asSie oy e bae 950 S8l (o bl prenys loats s los
B - TP Ee = P S - ST E I e gv Yo [
o3Lel oylsam doby . (18 (S5 (o) e s il 00 o el 2,5 05
msl (95 pudy i 0 4Sysbo o (oS 2 Y. (6390 (6B 5 S
porlae o3 sl pen b lod (035 0 w1970 )52 5 poy o 250 Ly e
Gl Cgd ol aS ol
03] PTIWS :\Jgfu lea ], (oyles :Lla.L..o}l L;J\)'T» ol o oab sl ubwoy9 odos WY ds u”l-*")-’
@98 5l i Ly bl g (gt (oo loial (o008 5l o 2lad (2l (bl 9 0 gt o2l b 1008
PICEORS 9 435St by g Ly (6 o Gyb (g9 ome dgia ol 48 Il bl 5
ool ol s o i s ey )3 (S oty el sl 352 985 Lo doley 5 3ol f sl garo
5 ased Gl il 5 95 oubomes i 31y (ol Loyt 3131 celazal iy 13l cacsyy i
Mol (ol .39 ol Mgte ()] 10 48 cly (6t do St 0,8 oo 10 Coslyi o 9,8 40 45 lacaled
2 30l ol bl 31 p0pe cogas (BT 4 upas 5 c8 850 352 90 1l cpming 51 (o)l 51yl Ly
ol 0550 )5 5500 Jols 50 9 g0 0400 525 Jio ) Sy plen cogas (T olioylaihd ol
35 500 Jeole 09 o gt Alabis JIS oo 5 pilss i (sSole dlaite 43 35 L 48 ol ey (s
2 888 ol ©lolas Jole 5 oyl 4nlIS corto 13 poye 9§ 55 1358, YL 10 45 sl ¢y 250l
i g0 b plpl g (anpad JLE

VoA



Y04

by ® ol 54
/UJM:‘U’W{: OhlSes g ygpmld

Ol 33 5 403 g2 3 (EES plbes S5 o lotn] oS 550 dalllas

o 05 5 el Al l

'

sleizl 6l

OFF (B0 (lain ! guirpitd )3 padS el Jbo 1) SIS
Fig. 1: Paradigmatic Model of Change in Social Stratification (Authors, 2025).
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Tab. 5: Major Categories Related to the Perception and Interpretation of Change in the Livelihood System (Authors, 2025).
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Fig. 2: Paradigmatic Model of Livelihood Changes among the Qashqai Nomads (Authors, 2025).
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Tab. 6: Major Categories Identified Regarding Changes in Migration Patterns among the Qashqai Nomads (Authors, 2025).
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(Authors, 2025).
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Fig. 3: Grounded Theory Model of Changes in Migration Patterns among the Qashqai Nomads (Authors, 2025).
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Tab. 7: Major Categories Identified Regarding the Perception and Interpretation of Change in the Ethnic System
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Fig. 4: Understanding Change in the Kinship System as a Desire to Preserve Valuable Historical Traditions (Authors, 2025).
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Fig. 5: Final Grounded Theory Model of Understanding Change as an Opportunity/Challenge (Authors, 2025).
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Abstract

The objective of this research is to qualitatively analyze the factors and contexts influencing the formation of
informal jobs among youth in Lorestan Province. Informal jobs refer to activities that do not pay taxes, do not
contribute to social insurance, and are generally not registered in official legal authorities. The present study
employs a qualitative approach to analyze the factors and contexts affecting informal jobs, relying on thematic
analysis method, through which the data have been subjected to qualitative analysis and examination. The data were
collected using 15 semi-$tructured interviews with employers, entrepreneurship activists, employment specialists,
experts, and other stakeholders in the province. Based on the research findings, the macro-level factors influencing
the inclination toward informal jobs include two organizing themes (government policies and procedures, and
environmental opportunities) and seven basic themes (government economic policies, employment policies, legal
factors, supply and demand system, tax system, business environment factors, and national education system). The
micro-level factors influencing the inclination toward informal jobs consist of two organizing themes (contextual
factors and individual factors) and six basic themes (cultural factors, economic factors, social factors, natural
factors, personality traits, and motivational factors). The results of this study indicate that informal jobs are neither
solely the product of weaknesses in macro-structures nor merely the outcome of individual choices; rather, they are
the result of complex interactions among economic policies, institutional constraints, and micro-level motivations
of youth.
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1. Introduction

The human resources of any society constitute the active capital for production, creation, technology,
material welfare, and the attainment of spiritual goals and human excellence. They accumulate capital,
create technology, and propel society toward development and prosperity. On the other hand, the
expansion of informal jobs leads to the erosion of the attractiveness of productive jobs and overshadows
the social, cultural, and economic foundations of productive activities. Informal jobs, as a component
of the informal economy, have assumed an increasingly significant role in the employment of youth in
Lorestan Province. These jobs, which lack official registration, tax payments, and access to insurance
benefits, are the product of structural unemployment, weaknesses in the education system, inefficiencies
in job creation policies, and economic recession. From this perspective, the present study seeks to
address the following research questions:

1. What macro-level factors (structural, economic, political, cultural) contribute to the formation of
informal jobs among youth in Lorestan? 2. What micro-level factors (individual and motivational) drive
youth toward these types of jobs? 3. What are the social and individual consequences of employment in
informal jobs, and what strategies can be proposed to mitigate them?

Accordingly, the ultimate objective of this research is not merely to identify the factors and contexts
influencing the formation of informal jobs; rather, it endeavors to provide a more comprehensive and
localized portrayal of the phenomenon of informal jobs in Lorestan Province by establishing a balance
between micro- and macro-levels and employing a qualitative thematic analysis approach.

2. Research Methodology

This research was conducted using a qualitative approach and the thematic analysis method. The
primary data collection tool was the semi-structured interview, which allowed the researcher to pose
open-ended questions and maintain flexibility during the interview process. In total, 12 main questions
and several supplementary questions were designed, organized into three main axes: macro-level factors
influencing the inclination toward informal jobs, micro-level factors influencing the inclination toward
informal jobs, and strategies for reducing informal jobs. The interviews were conducted over a three-
month period, with each interview lasting between 45 and 75 minutes. The research population consisted
of experts and specialists in the fields of employment and regional development in Lorestan Province.
The sample selection criteria included a minimum of five years of professional or research experience
in employment and entrepreneurship, authorship of articles or implementation of projects related to
informal jobs, and familiarity with the socio-economic conditions of Lorestan Province. Based on these
criteria, 15 participants were selected, comprising 12 men and 3 women. The composition of participants
included university professors, experts from government organizations related to employment and
development, and civil society activists familiar with labor market issues. For data analysis, the six-
stage method of Braun and Clarke (2006) was employed in thematic analysis: familiarization with the
data, generating initial codes, searching for themes, reviewing themes, defining and naming themes, and
producing the final report.
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3. Discussion

In response to the research question regarding the factors influencing the inclination toward informal
and harmful jobs among youth in Lorestan Province, the results of the thematic analysis derived from the
interviews are presented within two overarching themes: macro-level factors and micro-level factors. At
the macro level, a set of institutional, economic, and political weaknesses has created conditions under
which informal jobs are not merely voluntary choices but rather survival strategies in response to the
inefficiencies of formal structures in Lorestan Province, thereby forming and reproducing these jobs. At
the micro level, the simultaneous interplay of economic factors (such as quick liquidity), cultural factors
(culture of poverty), educational factors (lack of specialized skills), and psychological factors (desire
for rapid independence) renders informal jobs not merely a transient choice for Lorestan youth, but a
reasonable and low-cost strategy for survival and livelihood.

According to the research findings, strategies for reducing informal and harmful jobs among youth
in Lorestan Province, considering the factors influencing the inclination toward such jobs, have been
identified and organized into two overarching themes, four organizing themes, and 12 basic themes. At
the macro level, the most important recommendations focus on reforming economic and institutional
structures. Reducing administrative bureaucracy in issuing business licenses, facilitating conditions for
micro-investments, and revising the tax system to support nascent businesses are among the measures
that can reduce barriers to youth entry into the formal labor market. At the micro and individual level,
strategies primarily emphasize changing attitudes and strengthening work culture. Raising awareness
through media about the negative consequences of informal jobs (such as economic instability, lack
of insurance and retirement benefits) and modeling successful local entrepreneurs can contribute to a
gradual shift in youth attitudes. Furthermore, strengthening the family’s role in supporting sustainable
career paths for youth plays a fundamental role. Overall, the analysis of strategies indicates that reducing
informal jobs in Lorestan is not achievable through a single isolated action but rather through the
integration of structural policies, empowerment programs, and cultural initiatives. Only within such a
framework can it be hoped that youth in the province will find sustainable and productive pathways for
their future careers instead of relying temporarily on informal jobs.

4. Conclusion
The findings of this research can be interpreted within the frameworks of modernization theory,
neoliberalism, critical urban Marxism, and economic feminism. According to the modernization
perspective, informal jobs are regarded as remnants of traditional structures and failures in transitioning
to a modern labor market (Moser, 1978). The findings of the present study indicate that in Lorestan,
factors such as weaknesses in educational institutions and the scarcity of industrial opportunities
have led to the reproduction of traditional livelihood patterns, such as street vending. This aligns with
modernization analysis and demonstrates that the lack of industrial and structural development in the
province has created fertile ground for the reinforcement of informal jobs.
In contrast, the neoliberal approach views informal jobs as manifestations of entrepreneurship under
conditions of government constraints (de Soto, 2000). The interview data confirm that the complexity of

administrative and tax regulations has driven many Lorestan youth toward initiating informal activities;
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such that informal employment in this province is both a product of the shortage of formal opportunities
and a creative response to institutional barriers.

From the perspective of critical urban Marxism, attention must be paid to the role of capitalism in
reproducing marginalization and the labor force’s dependence on low-income and informal activities.
As Lefebvre (2021) emphasizes, capitalist cities create a dual space: on one hand, formal and legal
centers for capital production, and on the other, peripheries that serve as hubs for informal and fictitious
activities. In Lorestan as well, unplanned urban growth and the absence of sustainable productive
industries have directed youth labor toward informal spaces such as street vending.

Furthermore, the economic feminism approach highlights the gender dimensions of informal jobs
(Shirkhodaie, 2016). The findings reveal that a portion of informal jobs, particularly street vending or
informal home-based work, belongs to women who, due to structural discrimination in the formal labor
market and cultural constraints, lack equal opportunities for stable employment. This corroborates the
feminist viewpoint that the informal economy is not merely a voluntary choice but the direct result of
patriarchal and unequal labor market structures.

In final summary, it can be stated that the present research provides a more comprehensive portrayal
of the phenomenon of informal jobs in Lorestan. This study demonstrates that informal jobs are neither
solely the product of macro-structural weaknesses nor merely the outcome of individual choices; rather,
they are the result of complex interactions among economic policies, institutional constraints, and
micro-level motivations of youth. The significance of the findings lies in directing policymakers toward
the necessity of adopting a multi-level approach to manage and reduce informal jobs. Accordingly,
simultaneous attention to macro-economic reforms, micro-level support for nascent businesses, and
revisions in administrative regulations can pave the way for reducing Lorestan youth’s reliance on such
jobs.
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Tab. 2: Demographic Characteristics of the Participants (Authors, 2025).
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Tab. 3: Types of Informal and Harmful Jobs Among Youth in Lorestan Province (Authors, 2025).
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Tab. 4: Thematic Analysis Results of Macro-Level Factors Influencing Young People’s Tendency Toward Informal and
Harmful Jobs in Lorestan Province (Authors, 2025).
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Tab. 5: Thematic Analysis Results of Micro-Level Factors Influencing Young People’s Tendency Toward Informal and
Harmful Jobs in Lorestan Province (Authors, 2025).
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Tab. 6: Strategies for Reducing Informal and Harmful Jobs Among Youth in Lorestan Province (Authors, 2025).
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Abstract

This study employs a documentary and library-based method to examine the relationship between the state and
civil society—understood here as “political modernity”—in the political thought of Sayyed Hasan Taqgizadeh.
The findings show that from an early age, Taqizadeh was aware of and inclined toward the principles of political
modernity. Through his journalistic activities and political experience (parliamentary work, exile, and his role
as editor of Kaveh), he developed a hybrid and evolving conception of the boundary between the public and
private spheres. In his early period (the Constitutional Revolution), his positions on issues such as the relationship
between Sharia and civil law, civil liberties, and the role of the state were at times inconsistent. However, his long
period of exile and his later return to Iran deepened his conviction that the strengthening of a central government
and the growth of civil society must advance simultaneously. The research shows that Taqgizadeh supported a
powerful central state as a precondition for stabilizing political freedoms and enabling national progress, while
also emphasizing freedom of education, economic competition, and equal rights for all groups within the nation.
This combination places him between advocates of political modernity and proponents of a strong, centralized
order. The study concludes that Tagizadeh sought to adopt the “essence of modernity”—political liberty, social
development, and tolerance—from the West, yet believed its realization depended on national growth and
institutional consolidation.
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1. Introduction

The core problem addressed in this study is how Tagizadeh—one of the central intellectual and political
figures of post-Constitutional Iran—conceptualized the relationship between the state and civil society,
and to what extent his vision facilitated or hindered the development of political modernity in Iran.
The necessity of this inquiry stems from his dual role as both a public intellectual (through articles and
editorials, particularly in Kaveh) and a political actor (as a parliamentarian, minister, and diplomat).
The main research question is: How did Taqizadeh understand political modernity, particularly in terms
of state—society relations? Subsidiary aims include tracing the evolution of his conceptual framework,
identifying the components of his views on freedoms and citizenship, and analyzing the compatibility
between his theoretical positions and political conduct. Existing scholarship has examined various
aspects of Taqizadeh’s life, but a systematic analysis of his political modernity remains scarce. This

study addresses that gap.

2. Methodology

The research adopts a historical—interpretive method grounded in documentary and library sources.
Primary materials include Tagizadeh’s writings and speeches, issues of Kaveh, and parliamentary records;
secondary sources consist of modern scholarly works on Iranian modernity and intellectual history. The
analysis combines historical contextualization, textual content analysis, and hermeneutic interpretation
to identify the conceptual shifts and tensions in Tagizadeh’s political thought. The conceptual framework
is informed by the literature on political modernity, including state—civil society relations, political rights,

and intermediary institutions.

3. Findings

Early awareness of modernity: From the Constitutional era onward, Taqizadeh demonstrated familiarity
with core principles of political modernity, such as freedom of education, press freedom, and equal rights
for all religious groups.

Contradictions in the early period: During the first and second Majles, his positions at times appeared
inconsistent—for example, invoking Islamic law as a source of legislation while simultaneously asserting
popular sovereignty. These contradictions may reflect both an immature conceptualization and political
pressures of the time.

Transformation during exile: His fourteen-year exile and leadership of Kaveh enabled a deeper
engagement with modernity. In this period, he explicitly emphasized adopting Europe’s “civilizational
essence” (education, social progress, tolerance) while advocating for a strong central state.

Post-exile synthesis: Upon returning to Iran, he concluded that full civil liberties without institutional
development would lead to disorder. He thus articulated a balance between state capacity and societal

oversight, resembling what contemporary theories describe as a “narrow corridor” of liberty.
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Pragmatic and sometimes conciliatory political behavior: Taqizadeh’s political practice shows
readiness to compromise with authoritarian structures in pursuit of broader civil and cultural aims,

placing him in a hybrid position between liberal aspirations and order-based governance.

4. Discussion

As a prominent figure in the Constitutional movement, Taghizadeh—from his very entry into politics
during the Constitutional era—advocated for the separation of the state from civil society through the
limitation of political power. He strove to secure these ends by emphasizing the protection of individuals’
natural rights—including freedom of thought and belief (implying the separation of religion and politics),
economic freedom and property rights, freedom of expression, and the right to form associations.
Admittedly, his ideas often take the form of counsel or advice; furthermore, due to a lack of robust
theoretical foundations and a tendency toward political caution, his arguments occasionally contain
contradictions—most notably regarding the relationship between Sharia (religious law) and secular law,
as well as the issue of women forming associations. Nevertheless, Taghizadeh’s steadfast belief—held
throughout his life—that the state must limit its own power and respect the natural rights of individuals
stands out as exemplary among his contemporary intellectuals. However, when the Constitutional
Revolution failed to yield such results and society descended into chaos and anarchy, Taghizadeh’s
priority shifted toward strengthening the central government and establishing security by any means
necessary. Nevertheless, his advocacy for a stronger central government did not imply a disregard for
the necessity of upholding individual rights—or, in other words, maintaining the distinction between
the public and private spheres. Rather, echoing John Locke, he viewed this as a prerequisite for urgent,
fundamental reforms aimed at ensuring security, expanding freedom for all social classes, enabling
their participation in public affairs and decision-making processes, and securing full, genuine liberty in
the exercise of their political rights. He was also well aware that this objective could only be achieved
through the growth and expansion of the private sector—specifically by removing manufacturing,
production, trade, imports, exports, and industrial enterprises from state control, thereby bringing an end
to “state socialism.” These observations, noted by Taghizadeh, also align with the Western experience,
where economic thinkers played a prominent role in theorizing a self-organizing civil society distinct
from the state. By positing economic freedom as the cornerstone of any sound social order, they defined
the state’s function as guaranteeing maximum freedom for individuals—acting as free property owners
in pursuit of their own personal interests. It is in light of these contexts that the present study attempts to

examine the relationship between the state and civil society from Taghizadeh’s perspective.

5. Conclusion
A synthesis of civil development and temporary authoritarianism: Taqizadeh argued that gradual

realization of freedoms requires a strong and orderly state capable of building the educational and
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institutional foundations for a modern society. While this view is intelligible within a developmentalist
framework, it carries the risk of justifying lasting authoritarianism.

Tensions between theory and practice: The inconsistencies in his discourse and actions may reflect
both intellectual evolution and pragmatic responses to political constraints. Taqgizadeh did not offer a
fully systematic theory but rather a set of guiding principles linked to practical concerns.

Implications for Iranian intellectual history: His case illustrates that Iran’s path to political modernity
required a delicate balance between state-building and civil-society empowerment. Taqizadeh’s
oscillation between these poles helps explain some of the historical complexities that delayed the

consolidation of political modernity in Iran.
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1. State

2. Civil society

3. Individuality

4. Citizen

5. Individual

6. Barbier

7. Absolutist State

8. Siedentop

9. Hobbes

10. State of Nature

11. Spinoza

12. Locke

13. Invisible hand theory
14. Adam Smith

15. Acemoglu & Robinson
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Abstract

The present article aims to analyze sociologically the cultural capital and subjective well-being of Tehrani family.
The method is survey descriptive and the statistical population is consisted of all spouses of Tehran 22 districts
during 2023. The sample case are 400 individuals who are chosen and studied in random cluster way through
Cochran formula. The instrument of study is researcher-made questionnaire which has a verified content validity.
The Reliability of research also is estimated through Cronbach alpha which is 0.92 for subjective well-being and
0.89 for cultural capital. The research’s theoretical framework of subjective well-being is determined through
Veenhoven’s theory for feeling of hilarity and happiness and Philips’ quality of life theory, the cultural capital
concept also is estimated through Bourdieu’s theory. The obtained results if Pearson Correlation Coefficient reveals
a meaningful effectiveness of cultural capital and its dimensions on Tehrani families’ subjective well-being. The
results of multiple regression and path analysis also demonstrates that the dimensions of cultural capital can
determine 54% of family subjective well-being, through which the embodied cultural capital with B = 0.716 has
the main portion, after that the objective cultural capital with § = 0.296 and eventually institutionalized cultural
capital with § =0.167 are able to predict subjective well-being. Hence, it is recommended to prioritize the increase
of cultural capital, specifically embodied capital of families in general and specifically the spouses, in order to
achieve subjective well-being, hilarity and happiness feeling, subjective quality of life of families.
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1. Introduction

The concept of subjective well-being is consisted of all positive and negative evaluations of people
toward their lives (Mertinez et al; as cited in Shermohammadi et al., 2020: 163). Subjective well-
being consideration is a common change of today’s modern families. The importance of family, as
an effective, crucial institution on cultural increase of Iranian society, and the influence of cultural
capital, numerated as a potential advantage of the development and culture- wisdom improvement
process, are declared as two basic effective factors for sustainable cultural development and subjective
well-being acquisition among families (UNESCO; as cited in Asgari et al., 2018: 28). Parents, are
numerated as the symbols of economic, social and cultural capitals in family center. All family
members, as father, mother and children, have various life expectation due to their social position,
which may provide feeling of satisfaction and subjective well-being in case of achievement. The
development of family cultural capital brings the opportunity of educational success, educational
level improvement and academic higher education, to attain the career progress and promotion
(Bourdieu; as cited in Asgari et al., 2018: 28). In conclusion, a ruling cultural capital in the family
can determine family members’ needs toward subjective well-being. According the mentioned
above, the present article aims to sociologically analyze the cultural capital and subjective well-

being of Tehrani families.

2. Materials and Methods

The method of present research was survey descriptive and the statistical population were all couples
of Tehran 22 districts during 2023; the sample case consisted of 400 individuals, who were chosen and
studied through cluster random way and Cochran formula. A researcher designed questionnaire, retrieved
from sociologists’ perspectives, was applied as the instrument of study. In way that the dimensions
of subjective well-being were utilized through Veenhoven’s theory for happiness feeling and Philips’
opinion for subjective quality of life, the cultural capital also, was evaluated through Bourdieu’s theory.
The validity of research questions was evaluated through content validity, leading by the attitude of
experts. The reliability of research questionnaire however was estimated through Cronbach alpha index
which was achieved 0.92 for subjective well-being and 0.89 for cultural capital. Therefore, research
questionnaire has an admissible validity and reliability. The data analysis was done in survey method

through SPSS software version 27.

3. Discussion

The obtained results of Pearson correlation coefficient and linear regression, as is illustrated in table
1, is feasible to predict 54% of Tehrani families’ subjective well-being through their cultural capital.
Moreover, the embodied cultural capital can anticipate 52% of subjective well-being among Tehrani

families. Also, the objective cultural capital, may predict 46% of Tehrani families’ subjective well-being.
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In addition, Tehrani families’ institutionalized cultural capital can prospect 42% of their subjective well-
being (P<0.05).

The multiple regression was calculated and evaluated in order to attain an appropriate subjective
well-being explanation among Tehrani families, based on cultural capitals’ three dimensions (embodied,
subjective and institutionalized), which the results of table 2. Presents the ability of determination in
54% for subjective well-being of Tehrani families.

The results of Table 2. demonstrates the effect of embodied cultural capital with direct f = 0.401 and
indirect p = 0.315, through independent variables of subjective and institutional cultural capital, and in
total with p = 0.716 on subjective well-being of Tehrani families. In addition, it presents the effect of
objective cultural capital with direct p = 0.227 and indirect = 0.069, through independent variable of
institutional cultural capital, and in total with B = 0.296 on subjective well-being of Tehrani families.
Moreover, it also shows the effect of institutional cultural capital with f =0.167 on subjective well-being
of Tehrani families. Therefore, the main determination of Tehrani families’ subjective well-being was
for embodied cultural capital with f = 0.716, as the main effective factor, and after that for objective
cultural capital with B = 0.296 and institutional cultural capital, as the least effective factor with p =
0.167.

4. Conclusion

According to the results of present research, it is assumed that embodied cultural capital was able to
explain Tehrani couples’ subjective well-being and its dimensions, specifically their subjective quality
of life. In contrast to other cultural capital dimensions, since the society is required to attain more
skills in various contexts. As Iran is numerated as one of the civilized cultural and artistic countries,
some common events like attaining cultural information, studying books and knowing the scientists
and poems is undeniable, and truly people consider this dimension more than two others. However,
the least effects of objective cultural capital can be due to this fact, which the present era is the century
of science and knowledge, the data is not just available in published books. The audio and visual
books are numerously published that people can download the latest information through visual social
media, shared data within websites and platforms, etc. In contrast, because of todays’ individuals’
social life style, attending scientific- educational- artistic classes and also higher education degree
acquisition, the institutionalized was lower that other cultural capitals; since they seem to be essential
elements of human beings’ social lives. According the obtained results, the cultural capital basis is
on the values and believes which determine the foundation of quality and life style, to gain well-
being and peace. Rewardingly, it is suggested to the families to reserve cultural capital, visualize and
subject it, up to manifest an adequate quality of life and subjective well-being in their individual and
family lives. The general well-being of cities requires all objective and subjective indexes toward the

capacities, in a social analytic method. As the present investigated Tehrani families’ subjective well-
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being, it is suggested to retest the theoretical model of this research for other generations, specifically

youth and adolescents.
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Tab. 1: Operational Definition of Family (Spouses) Subjective Well-being from Sociological Perspective and its
Dimensions (Authors,2025)
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Tab. 2: Operational Definition of Cultural Capital and its Dimensions (Authors, 2025).
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Tab. 3: The Correlation among Cultural Capital and its Dimensions with Subjective Well-being of Tehrani Families
(Authors, 2025).
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Tab. 4: Multiple Correlation Coefficient to Determine Subjective Well-being of Tehrani Families through the Dimensions
of Cultural Capital (Authors,2025)
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Tab. 5: Coefficients of Regression Variables Using the Enter Method (Authors, 2025).
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Tab. 6: Calculating Direct and Indirect Effects of Embodied Cultural Capital (q1) on Subjective Well-being(Y)
(Authors,2025)
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Tab. 7: Calculating Direct and Indirect Effects of Objective Cultural Capital (q2) on Subjective Well-being(Y) (Authors,
2025).
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Tab. 8: Calculating Direct and Indirect Effects of Institutional Cultural Capital (q3) on Subjective Well-being(Y)
(Authors, 2025).
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Tab. 9: The Effect of Independent Variables on Depended Variable through Path Analysis (Authors, 2025).

Js s o 531 sl U yuiio
VNS SR /¥ IERWES I ST Y W
ALY /o5 -IYYY asbcuue Sy blopw
DEY e NEY odbaipdle (Kb dylopu

S Ao
VoY Jlw jo (Shes slaoolgls o y0 adeld) g ,_i@/‘ gt :\3Lo).w S lsdnels oo Bua b pols jiagi
lad s sanan i3 oLy 13 ol 5 (S dloyus (655 55 a3 yiolo imsiy golis s plx



AY

by ® ol 54
‘f {U’W{' oSany s

A R0l (30l 5 (Sitd dilopus (5 Ldnsle Jylod

LOFF (B, Jid saodlgls a3 ol cpmnd 55 (Kiyd dilogww Sl foriiannt pp oo 3119 S
Fig. 1: The Direct and Indirect Effect of Cultural Capital Dimensions to Determine the Subjective Well-being of Tehrani
Families (Authors, 2025).
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Abstract

The conceptual and physical transformation of the market institution is an objective representation of paradigmatic
shifts in the structure of capitalism. This research aims to analyze the historical evolution of markets, explain the
shift in the nature of the “logic of embeddedness,” examine the transformation of the power structure between
the state, society, and capital, and design a comprehensive analytical model. Adopting a descriptive-analytical
method and a historical-comparative approach, this study reviews classical and contemporary theories to provide
an institutional analytical matrix. In this matrix, markets are distinguished into seven distinct types—Traditional,
Modern, Abstract, Informational, Platform, Surveillance, and Innovative—based on structural variables. The
findings indicate that the logic of embeddedness has migrated from social and kinship relations in the traditional
phase to rigid bureaucratic laws in the modern phase, and finally to infrastructural and material embeddedness of
codes in platform and surveillance markets. Simultaneously, the power structure has shifted from physical material
possession toward predictive capacity and behavioral surplus extraction. Analyzing local Iranian markets reveals
that due to the dominance of the “code as law” doctrine and the replacement of state legal texts with private
platform terms of service, classical regulation has suffered a fundamental stutter, reproducing risks such as labor
destabilization and cognitive numbness.
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1. Introduction

Markets are not abstract phenomena, but institutional structures established in time, leaving different
impacts across various eras. As Douglass North emphasizes, institutions set the rules of the game
(North, 1990). However, based on Karl Polanyi’s theoretical tradition, the economy is always embedded
within the layers of society (Kirby, 2021). Mark Granovetter also views the market as a structure where
trust and norms guide economic behavior (Granovetter, 2017). The fundamental issue is that with the
paradigmatic transformation of technological infrastructures, the meaning of this embeddedness has
changed. Today, we face market forms that can no longer be understood through traditional binaries. The
core problem occurs when communication infrastructures shift from facilitating tools to governing logic.
In the era of “surveillance capitalism,” human lived experience is transformed into raw material for data
extraction (Zuboff, 2019). Julie Cohen notes that in informational capitalism, platform infrastructures
perform regulatory functions instead of legal institutions (Cohen, 2019). This study aims to formulate a
seven-fold typology, providing a foundation to understand domestic platforms as part of a global shift
from social embeddedness to infrastructural embeddedness.

2. Materials and Methods

This research employs a systematic qualitative review and document analysis, applying a “directed
qualitative content analysis” technique. The research process involved two parallel phases: (1)
internal studies (Iran), searching for the keyword “market” in academic databases (Noormags)
focusing on sociological approaches and excluding purely positivist economic methods, yielding
30 core articles; and (2) international studies, evaluating over 120 documents and selecting 50
key articles based on theoretical alignment with capitalist transformations. Data from these 80
documents formed the basis for the seven-fold typology. By relying on inductive reasoning derived
from the theoretical framework (Polanyi, North, Zelizer, Zuboff), we categorized codes around
governance logic, social agency, power definition, and legal structure, integrating them into an
analytical matrix to track the shifts from social-traditional embeddedness to infrastructural-
algorithmic embeddedness.

3. Data: Institutional Typology and Evolutionary Matrix
The evolution of markets is a function of infrastructural leaps. The following matrix categorizes markets
based on key explanatory variables (See: Table 1):

4. Discussion

The comprehensive analysis of market evolution reveals a profound paradigmatic shift in the architecture
of power: from the direct possession of physical means of production and industrial capital toward
an abstract, yet pervasive, “capacity for prediction and behavioral surplus extraction” (Zuboff, 2019).
In traditional and modern historical phases, markets were governed by tangible constraints, localized
social ties, and visible state hierarchies. However, in contemporary digital, platform, and smart markets,
power operates invisibly through complex algorithmic infrastructures, data streams, and automated code

architecture.
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In the specific context of the Iranian economy, this global transformation exhibits critical structural
anomalies. While historical domestic markets were deeply rooted in social networks, guild ethics, and
face-to-face trust, the rapid and uncritical adoption of platform technologies has largely bypassed classic
regulatory frameworks. State regulatory and supervisory bodies remain trapped in a physical-bureaucratic
paradigm, rendering them structurally ineffective against the sovereign “code as law” doctrine enforced
by private platform monopolies (Cohen, 2019). Rather than acting as neutral intermediaries, digital
platforms function as private regulators that dictate the rules of exchange, pricing, and labor conditions.

This infrastructural capture profoundly erodes human agency and autonomy. By continuously
exploiting cognitive resources and mental bandwidth (Mullainathan & Shafir, 2013), modern platform
and surveillance markets induce a state of “cognitive numbness,” wherein human actors are systematically
reduced to reflexive reproducers of algorithmic prompts rather than autonomous decision-makers.
Technology has ceased to be a neutral facilitator of trade; it has evolved into an autonomous governing
logic that dictates social life. Consequently, contemporary risks—such as the precariousness of gig-work
(Uberization), algorithmic opacity, and real-time behavioral manipulation—are not merely economic
externalities, but deep structural threats to human freedom.

Furthermore, systemic hazards include the colonization of future human behavior, wherein the
“behavioral surplus” of daily actions is harvested and monetized without explicit consent. This triggers
a profound crisis of free will that traditional antitrust laws and physical regulatory instruments are
utterly incapable of resolving. Addressing these emerging threats requires moving beyond outdated
administrative controls and recognizing that digital platforms have fundamentally rewritten the social
contract between capital, state, and society. Ultimately, fostering resilience against algorithmic hegemony
demands innovative models of digital governance that protect civil liberties and re-embed economic

interactions within democratic human values.

5. Conclusion

This article demonstrates that the market is not a static, neutral mechanism of exchange, but an evolving
institutional form continually redefined at the intersection of technological infrastructures and capitalist
paradigms. The primary theoretical and analytical finding of this study is the fundamental, structural
inversion of Karl Polanyi’s concept of “embeddedness”: whereas historical capitalism witnessed an
economy embedded within social relations, moral frameworks, and state-enforced laws, contemporary
surveillance and smart capitalism have inverted this logic. Today, society, human lifeworlds, and
cognitive faculties are deeply embedded within proprietary algorithmic market infrastructures. Rather
than serving as an open space for human agency, the modern digital market functions as an overarching
infrastructure that disciplines human behavior, commodifies intimate experiences, and colonizes future
actions through real-time behavioral engineering.

To effectively restrain the expanding hegemony of digital platforms and surveillance capitalism,
traditional policy and regulatory frameworks—which remain anchored in physical, administrative, and
bureaucratic paradigms—must be radically transcended. We must actively redefine fundamental rights
within the digital infrastructural space, prioritizing the legal protection of cognitive privacy, mental
autonomy, and psychological self-determination. The future preservation of human agency relies entirely
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on our critical capacity to deconstruct the “black box™ of algorithmic governance, expose the hidden
extractive mechanisms of behavioral surplus, and restore a protective, democratic boundary between
runaway market expansion and the fragile human lifeworld.

Furthermore, as our comprehensive analysis of the Iranian economic context reveals, domestic
markets are increasingly subjected to structural disembedding through private platform governance, gig-
work precarity, and the uncritical adoption of the “code as law” doctrine. This institutional vulnerability
highlights an urgent imperative for developing economies to move beyond obsolete state controls
and establish robust, context-sensitive frameworks of digital sovereignty. Without a novel regulatory
paradigm tailored to the realities of smart capitalism, human autonomy risks being permanently
subsumed by predictive computational systems, leading to widespread cognitive numbness and systemic
alienation. Ultimately, forging a new digital constitutionalism, establishing democratic oversight over
platform architectures, and re-embedding the market within human-centric social norms remain the

defining institutional and political challenges of our contemporary era.
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Abstract

The present study aimed to analyze the role of sports champions as sports icons in promoting ethics within society.
The research employed a qualitative method based on content analysis. The statistical population included elite
athletes, prominent sports coaches and experts, sports managers, and faculty members in sociology, psychology,
and sports management disciplines. Data collection was conducted through interviews, and purposeful sampling
continued until theoretical saturation was reached. Validity was ensured through interviews with knowledgeable
experts in the field, and the research process was reviewed by two university professors. Reliability was calculated
using intra-subject agreement, yielding an acceptable rate of 83%. The findings identified the roles of sports
champions as social and ethical responsibility, promoting culture and social identity, fostering a healthy and
sustainable lifestyle, and serving as media and educational influencers in guiding behaviors. The role of sports
champions as ethical and cultural icons transcends their athletic victories and achievements. By leveraging their
societal status, these individuals can strengthen moral and social values and contribute to fostering positive
behaviors in society. It is recommended that sports institutions and media collaborate with sports champions
to introduce appropriate behavioral models to society through educational and media programs. Additionally,
organizing social campaigns and philanthropic projects with the participation of sports champions can significantly
enhance social cohesion and ethical behavior.
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1. Introduction

Ethics is a cornerstone of societal development, deeply influencing behaviors, interactions, and cultural
norms. Societies prioritizing ethical values excel in fostering human development and enhancing social
well-being. Sports, as a popular and widespread phenomenon, uniquely impact individuals, particularly
youth, providing opportunities to promote ethical and social values. As Morgan (2024) emphasizes,
ethical principles in sports act as powerful tools for societal integration, fostering unity and understanding
across diverse communities. Sports champions, as iconic figures and role models, play a transformative
role in shaping attitudes and ethical behaviors. Their influence extends beyond their athletic successes
to their contributions as ambassadors of morality and humanity.

Globally, many champions, through exemplary conduct and international achievements, inspire
respect and admiration. Their societal position enables them to amplify moral and social values, making
them effective agents for promoting ethics. For example, Kunkel et al. (2022) discuss how athletes utilize
their platforms for strategic philanthropy, which significantly impacts public perception and promotes
ethical behaviors. Given the prominent status of ethics in society and the influential power of sports
champions as credible role models, the necessity of the present research in examining and analyzing the
role of these champions as sports icons in promoting and developing ethics in society becomes evident.
Although studies have been conducted in the field of ethics and sports up to now, research specifically
addressing the impact of sports champions on ethical development in social dimensions is less observed.
The innovation of this research lies in its comprehensive perspective on the ethical, cultural, and social
aspects of sports champions’ influence, seeking to provide effective strategies for utilizing the ethical
and social capacity of these champions. Therefore, the aim of the present research is to investigate and
explain the role of sports champions as sports icons in promoting ethical values and attitudes in society.
This research seeks to provide fresh insight into how to strengthen ethical and human values through
sports and sports champions, thereby playing an effective role in the sustainable development of ethics

in society.

2. Materials and Methods

The qualitative research design employed content analysis. Participants included elite athletes,
distinguished coaches, sports managers, and faculty members specializing in relevant academic
disciplines. The participant selection criteria included having sufficient experience and awareness
in the subject area of the research. For this purpose, athletes and sports champions with a history of
participation at national or international levels, coaches and managers with at least five years of coaching,
managerial, or executive experience in the field of sports, and faculty members related to the disciplines
of sociology, psychology, and sports management were selected as scientific experts. This diverse
composition was purposefully designed so that different dimensions of the studied phenomenon could
be analyzed from various perspectives (sports, managerial, and academic). Data were gathered through
interviews, conducted until data saturation was achieved. A total of 17 participants were interviewed,
each session lasting approximately 30 minutes. Validity was ensured through expert reviews, while
inter-coder reliability (83%) confirmed data consistency. Interviews were transcribed and analyzed
using MAXQDA 2020 software.

YYY



YO

@ Contemporary Sociological Research

/g" L;&/‘/Z’J‘:’j C SR Two Quarterly Journal of

Vol. 15, No. 28, 2028

3. Data

The study included 10 males and 7 female participants. Educational levels varied: 3 held bachelor’s
degrees, 5 had master’s degrees, and 9 had doctorates. Their professional backgrounds encompassed
elite athletes, coaches, sports managers, and academic experts in sociology, psychology, and sports
management. Thematic analysis revealed four primary roles of sports champions in fostering societal
ethics: social and ethical responsibility, promoting cultural and social identity, advancing a healthy and
sustainable lifestyle, and serving as media and educational influencers.

In-depth analysis highlighted the champions’ contributions to social responsibility through their
involvement in philanthropy and community projects. These included disaster relief efforts, supporting
underprivileged youth, and advocating for environmental sustainability. Additionally, their emphasis on
cultural identity was evident in initiatives promoting national pride and inclusivity, such as campaigns
against racial discrimination. Feijoo et al. (2024) note that such visible engagements of influencers
strengthen public trust and reinforce ethical practices across demographics.

4. Discussion

Sports champions play a pivotal role in ethical and social development. Their moral integrity and
societal contributions extend beyond sports arenas, positioning them as catalysts for positive change.
Aligning with previous research, findings underscore their influence on reducing societal issues such
as violence and prejudice. By fostering inclusivity and environmental consciousness, champions
exemplify the integration of ethical and practical societal improvements. For instance, champions
engaging in philanthropic activities enhance public perceptions of moral responsibility (Kunkel et al.,
2022). Moreover, their roles in promoting sustainability initiatives resonate with societal demands for
environmental stewardship (Gonzalez et al., 2024).

The influence of sports champions is particularly pronounced in youth engagement. By acting as role
models, they inspire young individuals to emulate ethical behaviors and adopt healthy lifestyles. This
aligns with findings from research on the impact of influencers in shaping public attitudes and behaviors
(Feijoo et al., 2024). Such engagements highlight the importance of integrating ethical leadership in
sports training programs and institutional policies. Furthermore, their visible stance on global issues,
including climate change and social justice, amplifies their credibility as ethical leaders.

In the cultural realm, sports champions serve as ambassadors of unity. They bridge divides by
representing shared values, fostering dialogue across different communities, and inspiring collective
action. Their active participation in cross-cultural events enhances mutual understanding and respect.
Champions’ media presence also amplifies their influence, enabling them to reach diverse audiences and
address pressing societal issues effectively. Pedersen et al. (2021) stress that strategic communication by

sports figures is instrumental in amplifying their impact on public awareness and ethical consciousness.

5. Conclusion

The multifaceted roles of sports champions as ethical icons and cultural leaders highlight their potential
to shape societal values. Collaborations between sports institutions, media, and champions can optimize
their impact, promoting ethics and fostering a more cohesive society. This research underscores the
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necessity for targeted interventions that leverage the influence of sports champions in addressing societal
challenges. Future studies should explore longitudinal impacts and develop frameworks for broader
implementation. Policies encouraging ethical leadership in sports can enhance their role as agents of

societal transformation.
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Tab. 1: Results of Inter-Coder Reliability Analysis (Authors, 2025).
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Tab. 2: Demographic Characteristics of Research Participants (Authors, 2025).
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Tab. 3: Main Categories, Subcategories, and Concepts Extracted from Interviews (Authors, 2025).
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Fig. 1: Conceptual model of the research (Authors, 2025).
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Abstract

The purpose of this article is the effective relationship between body management and erotic capital, emphasizing
the theoretical framework of Pierre Bourdieu and Catherine Hakim. The Quantitative approach based on survey
method (descriptive-correlation), relying on a standardized questionnaire tool among female students of psychology
and guidance counseling in non-profit higher education institutions of Mashhad city with a number of 253 people
based on two-stage sampling, first cluster and then The findings were collected randomly. Cronbach’s alpha of
body management is equal to (0/878) and erotic capital is equal to (0/883) and the convergence validity of the
dependent variable is equal to (0/629) and the independent variable is equal to (0/567). The findings have been
analyzed using SPSS software. The descriptive results indicate that the average status of the variables along with
their components was mostly medium to high. Among the dimensions of body management (attention to the upper,
middle and lower limbs of the body) and among the dimensions of the dependent variable (vitality), they were
more important. The average of contextual variables such as marital status, economic and social base, employment
and age group did not have a significant difference with the main variables (independent and dependent) in the
sense that the main variables had the same importance for all students. Based on the correlation results, it states
that the Pearson correlation value (0/474) between the main variables was predictable, positive and significant.
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1. Introduction

One of the capitals that is recently discussed in the field of social studies is erotic capital. This type
of capital mostly includes aesthetic, visual, appearance, social and erotic attractions in interaction
with other members of the society in which a person lives. Adding this asset to Bourdieu’s triad of
capital (economic-social-cultural) is more important in contemporary times. From the point of view of
Catherine Hakim, erotic capital has many benefits in everyday life with physical attractiveness and high
beauty, and it can be a special privilege for women. Such capital is the product of a type of investment
based on gender characteristics and perceptions, which is generally realized in the form of various
interventions in the body. Because in Iran’s consumer society, the ideal body model is formed by sports
activities, choosing the type and model of clothes, hair colour, makeup style, and various reconstructive
and cosmetic surgeries; And considering the high number of cosmetic surgeries that most women and
girls in the age group of 14 to 45 do in our society today, and the expansion of cosmetic and hygiene
jobs at the community level, etc., all these things have caused young girls and teenagers to Our society
should follow the world of fashion and by emphasizing on body management in order to improve their
erotic capital based on the defined patterns of the aesthetic value of the western society, they should
set it as a way of life to determine the behavioural criteria. In this research, using the approach of the
main question, “is there an effective relationship between body management and erotic capital among
students?”” The answer to this question helps us understand social changes. the theoretical basis of erotic
capital is based on Hakim’s theory. According to her, this capital mostly includes aesthetic, visual,
appearance, social and erotic attractions in interaction with other members of the society in which a
person lives. Understanding social and economic processes, social interactions and the economic status
of people in society requires understanding the concept of erotic capital, which is of special importance
like other types of capital. the theoretical foundations of body management are influenced by Bourdieu’s
thought. he considered the body as a form of physical and material capital and a kind of commodity in
the service of western capital accumulation, and considered it as the basis and distinction of people in

life as an acquisition goal.

2. Materials and Methods

This research is based on survey strategy based on cross-sectional and practical purpose and
quantification in the form of a standardized questionnaire instrument of erotic capital variable (31 items)
and body management variable (31 items) based on Likert scale (1 to 7) among female students. The
fields of psychology and counselling in the Higher education institutions of Mashhad, based on the
Cochran formula, with a sample size of 253 people at the error level of 0.05, based on two-stage (cluster-
random) sampling in the academic year 2022-2024, collected the findings. The unit level of analysis
and observation has been the individual; The findings were analysed based on Spss 25 software based
on descriptive statistics (frequency tests - central indices) and inferential statistics (variance analysis
tests - correlation coefficient - linear regression - comparative difference - Friedman, etc.) has taken.
The value of the factor analysis test (KMO) for erotic capital variable is 0.739 and the value of Bartlett’s
test is equal to 1667.7550 at the error level of 0.05, it was able to explain 8 items out of 31 items of the
mentioned variable in about 68.922% of the variance of the related variable. For the body management
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variable, the test value (KMO) equal to 0.716 was obtained, which Bartlett’s test is equal to 1671.467
at the error level of 0.05. 9 items out of 31 items of the mentioned variable were able to explain about
69.591% of the relevant variance.

3. Data

The population studied in this research were girls and women majoring in psychology and counselling
and guidance in non-profit higher education institutions in Mashhad. The age group of the respondents
was between 18 and 40 years old, most of the respondents were single and unemployed, and about
0.85 students were from a high family economic and social base and had some facilities. The findings
of descriptive statistics show that the majority of the respondents give importance to erotic capital
and its indicators in their daily life, and among the relevant indicators, dimensions (vitality, erotic
attractiveness and erotic skill) are in better ranks and Among the indicators and variable dimensions
of body management, the components (attention to the upper, middle, and lower limbs, the head and
face component, and the index of body-appropriate sports) were respectively the most important. The
results of the main hypothesis indicate that there is a predictable significant relationship between the
independent and dependent variables at a significance level of 0.01. The findings of linear regression
between the main variables of the research show that the variable of body management with beta (0.474)
had the best effect on the value of erotic capital; And the value of t in the regression table is significant
at the error level of 0.05, which shows that the body management variable had a significant effect on
erotic capital. Nearly 22% of the total changes in the value of erotic capital comes from the variable of
performing body management practices and has the ability to predict it.

4. Discussion

The erotic capital that Catherine Hakim proposed is expanding in societies today, along with Bourdieu’s
triple capital (economic-social-cultural). This type of capital from Bourdieu’s point of view as physical
or physical capital has found many capabilities among men and women in capitalist and developing
societies. This type of capital affected by six dimensions (social skills, erotic attractiveness, the way to
appear in society, beauty, vitality and erotic skills) has been able to combine cognitive, visual, physical
and social aesthetics attractively as a special privilege. especially for women. Such attractiveness as a
valuable asset today among young women of our consumer society is influenced by performing actions
on the body in the form of cosmetic and health behavior patterns, various surgical operations on body
parts, etc., leading to the control and discipline of the body (body management) has been.

5. Conclusion

Performing such actions on the body leads to a dramatic action and the process of showing the body to
others, which can change the social base and position of women in our society, the process of this change
has led to the valuation of erotic capital in our current society by women. The trend of the importance
of this issue in the lifestyle of young women in our society today, even though they have other types
of capital (human, cultural, social, economic, etc.), this capital can still have a function in changing

the course of their lives; While in the western society because other capitals are important for women,
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erotic capital is not paid much attention to it, in addition, the media industry of the capitalist society in
the field of advertising for the importance of this industry and attention to such capital among societies.
has made many investments and the process of investing in other societies, including our society, has
become a social issue. The existence of such a problem is not consistent with the value, cultural and
social structures of our society, and nowadays the relationship of managing the body and bringing the
body under control in order to value the erotic capital has caused confusion and chaos in the social order
of the society, and has resulted in the production of problems and an increase in various consequences.
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Fig. 1: The conceptual model of body management (Bourdieu) and (erotic capital) Catherine Hakim (Authors, 2021).
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Tab. 1: Operational definitions of research components (Authors, 2025).
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Tab. 2: Reliability coefficient and factor analysis of research variable (Authors, 2025).
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Tab. 3: Frequency distribution of respondents’ background variables (Authors, 2025).
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Tab. 4: Descriptive statistics of the variables and components of the research (Authors, 2025).
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Tab. 5: Frequency and mean comparison test of the independent and dependent variable between the two marital status
groups (Authors, 2025).
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Tab. 6: Analysis of variance test of research variables with the age group variable (Authors, 2025).
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Tab. 7: Pearson correlation coefficient between the main and secondary variables of the research (Authors, 2025).
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Tab. 8: Prioritization of components (independent variable) among students (Authors, 2025).
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Abstract

Pierre Bourdieu’s concept of habitus represents one of the most influential attempts to transcend classical dualisms
such as structure and agency. Nevertheless, one of the major theoretical ambiguities surrounding habitus lies in the
fact that, despite Bourdieu’s emphasis on the socialized body, he does not clearly specify the mediating mechanisms
through which social structures are transformed into bodily experiences and subsequently into cognitive dispositions.
Drawing upon the theory of embodied cognition, one of the leading approaches in contemporary cognitive science,
and employing the distinction between hard embodiment and soft embodiment, this article revisits Bourdieu’s
influential essay The Kabyle House or the World Reversed as a key text for understanding the formation of habitus.
The study seeks to demonstrate how architecture, spatial organization, rituals, bodily orientations, metaphors,
proverbs, and naming practices within Kabyle society collectively contribute to the formation and reproduction of
habitus as a cognitive ecosystem. The research adopts an interpretive-analytical methodology based on a conceptual
re-reading of Bourdieu’s text through the lens of cognitive sociology and embodied cognition. The findings indicate
that the Kabyle house should not be understood merely as an architectural space or a symbolic system. Rather, it
conétitutes a cognitive-cultural ecosystem in which the material environment, lived bodily experience, and systems
of meaning simultaneously participate in the production and reproduction of habitus. Within this framework,
hard embodiment operates through the repetition of practices, bodily techniques, rituals, and spatial orientations,
while soft embodiment functions through language, metaphor, naming practices, and symbolic systems, thereby
stabilizing habitus at a pre-reflective level. The principal contribution of this article lies in its reinterpretation
of habitus from the perspective of embodied cognition and its reformulation as a cognitive ecosystem. This
reinterpretation suggests that habitus is not simply the product of the internalization of social structures; rather,
it emerges from the continuous interaction among the body, the material environment, and symbolic systems. In
doing so, the study opens new explanatory possibilities for reconsidering classical sociological concepts in light of
contemporary developments in the cognitive sciences.

Keywords: Pierre Bourdieu, Hard and Soft Embodiment, Cognitive Sociology, The Kabyle House, Embodied
Cognition, Habitus.
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1. Introduction

Pierre Bourdieu’s concept of habitus occupies a central place in contemporary sociological theory.
Habitus refers to durable dispositions through which individuals perceive, evaluate, and act within the
social world. Through habitus, social structures are internalized and reproduced in everyday practices,
making it a key concept for explaining social continuity. Yet, the mechanisms through which social
structures become embodied remain insufficiently specified, particularly regarding the relationship
between bodily experience, cultural meanings, and material environments.

Recent developments in embodied cognition provide new tools for addressing this issue. These
approaches emphasize that cognition emerges through interactions among the body, the environment,
and cultural systems rather than being confined to the brain. From this perspective, cultural learning and
social reproduction are deeply rooted in embodied practices and environmental engagement.

This study revisits Bourdieu’s theory through a cognitive-cultural framework grounded in embodied
cognition. By introducing the distinction between hard embodiment and soft embodiment, it examines
how cultural structures become sedimented in bodily practices and symbolic systems. Focusing on
Bourdieu’s analysis of the Kabyle house, the article argues that habitus can be understood as a cognitive

ecosystem emerging from the interaction of bodies, environments, and cultural meanings.

2. Materials and Methods

This study adopts a theoretical and analytical methodology based on conceptual analysis and interpretive
rereading. Its primary source is Bourdieu’s essay The Kabyle House or the World Reversed, which
examines how architectural structures, spatial divisions, and symbolic classifications reproduce broader
cultural patterns.

To reinterpret this analysis, the study draws on embodied cognition, extended mind theory, and
cognitive sociology, all of which emphasize that cognition is distributed across bodies, artifacts, and
environments. Combining these perspectives with Bourdieu’s framework, the research develops the
concepts of hard embodiment and soft embodiment.

Hard embodiment refers to bodily and material dimensions of cultural learning, including bodily
techniques, habitual gestures, spatial orientations, and interactions with objects and spaces. Soft
embodiment refers to symbolic and semantic dimensions such as language, metaphors, classifications,
and narratives through which individuals interpret experience. Together, these concepts provide a

framework for explaining the embodied and cognitive foundations of habitus.

3. Data
Although theoretical in nature, the study draws on Bourdieu’s descriptions of the Kabyle house and
related sociological literature as its primary analytical data. These texts provide detailed accounts of

spatial organization, ritual practices, symbolic classifications, and everyday activities, allowing an
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examination of how cultural structures become embedded in bodily practices and material environments.
Bourdieu shows that the Kabyle house is organized around symbolic oppositions such as male/female,
light/dark, high/low, and culture/nature. These oppositions are materially expressed through spatial
arrangements, linking particular spaces to specific activities, roles, and meanings. Everyday movement
within the house therefore becomes a process through which cultural classifications are enacted and
internalized.

From the perspective of hard embodiment, the spatial structure of the house organizes bodily
movement and daily practices. Through repeated interaction with structured spaces, individuals acquire
bodily dispositions consistent with the cultural order. From the perspective of soft embodiment, symbolic
meanings, metaphors, and cultural narratives provide interpretive frameworks that reinforce these

practices. Together, material arrangements and symbolic systems shape cognitive and bodily experience.

4. Discussion

The analysis demonstrates that cultural structures are reproduced through the interaction of bodily
practices, material environments, and symbolic systems. The distinction between hard embodiment and
soft embodiment clarifies how these dimensions contribute to the formation of habitus.

Hard embodiment highlights the role of architecture, spatial arrangements, and everyday bodily
routines in transmitting cultural knowledge. Individuals learn cultural patterns not only through explicit
instruction but also through repeated engagement with structured environments. Soft embodiment
emphasizes symbolic meanings, linguistic categories, and cultural narratives that guide interpretation
and organize experience.

Taken together, these dimensions suggest that habitus emerges from the interaction of bodily
experience and symbolic meaning. The Kabyle house can therefore be understood as a cognitive-
cultural ecosystem in which architecture, bodily practice, and cultural classification form an integrated
system. This reinterpretation expands Bourdieu’s theory by emphasizing the cognitive and ecological
dimensions of habitus and aligns sociological analysis with contemporary developments in embodied

cognition and cognitive anthropology.

5. Conclusion
This study sought to reinterpret the concept of habitus within a cognitive—cultural framework informed
by embodied cognition. By introducing the analytical distinction between hard embodiment and soft
embodiment, the research provided a conceptual model for understanding how cultural structures
become embodied and reproduced in everyday practice.

Through a theoretical rereading of Bourdieu’s analysis of the Kabyle house, the study demonstrated
that habitus is not merely the internalization of social structures but the product of ongoing interactions

among bodily practices, spatial environments, and symbolic meaning systems. The Kabyle house



Ardebili

Hardand Soft Embodi inthe Cognitive-Cultural...

functions as a cognitive ecosystem in which architectural forms, bodily movements, and symbolic
classifications jointly shape social dispositions.

The distinction between hard and soft embodiment allows for a more nuanced understanding of
cultural transmission. Hard embodiment captures the material and bodily mechanisms through which
cultural patterns become ingrained in the body, while soft embodiment highlights the symbolic and
semantic structures that guide interpretation and meaning making. Together, these dimensions reveal
that cultural reproduction operates simultaneously at bodily, environmental, and cognitive levels.

By integrating sociological theory with insights from embodied cognition, this research contributes
to bridging the gap between social theory and cognitive science. It also opens new avenues for analyzing
how built environments, material culture, and bodily practices participate in the formation of social
dispositions. Future research may further explore how different cultural environments function as

cognitive ecosystems that shape the development of habitus in diverse social contexts.
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Fig. 1: A Conceptual Model of the Relationship between Hard Embodiment, Soft Embodiment, and Habitus Formation
(Author, 2025).
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Table 1. Analytical Dimensions of Hard and Soft Embodiment in Explaining Habitus Formation (Author, 2025).

S yd g5 Gkeiy Ko yh Ciuws §Ihoiy JENEN Py
odles pllas g ol o b g JW&! dawly
‘""ilﬁ) gd)lffl.} 0 )zl Las ‘».';S)> Caw ‘L)’“j] gsl“" )‘55}‘4&

iz 9 3L e g lebiliyg Jos gaw
lapl o jlazal cpales gl bl a5 iliseo (sla ity b ppuds s gilore  JolS &S 55 diges
el ol (oline Cots el ol Sl Jos conts OVgmd )3 3,518

sl 55 JoSo 55l 53 0L |y oy (ghhesdy 5 i (hiasdy dbd o LS B9 Jgdn 4S S S len
sLrlrSear (v gl anzs okl eler] ol ceduw (gataisn o )0 caily (ugins (55 IS
o pial)S 51 (e 4 5 A o gun) D331 )3 (sle bamo L opesy Jalas 5 (1 (sLan SiSS gyl ¢ oliad
slopllas s Lacoly) Lo liSpl daoylatusl oy 3opbosl oy (sutoddy ol 53 0980 S Lo los
SIS 4 S (dieid ST e et g gl s lis 5 (ol e jo |y a5 gles (ooles
c‘_JL>-O,3| L .ol b?—?)“’ ol 4o (31> Lixoy 9 ((OW» u‘i"9§'> eyl (fdied Wb L’?ﬁ’)‘ &.\Ja)ﬁ (Cymd )
ibilepan S o Jae S80S0 L jote Juolad )3 g s pody i 75005 51 Jros )3 s 93
Lol o oliad (i punds (S5 (gyloane Lo JolS drels ;o 4558 a8 anolis digS 0 yols iaghs
Ayl 8l gt g5l o SIS 0 plejen @hgods (ooled slaganails ¢ leylaiul (oL
(sl 855l Jloxs 5 osmliio (gl clio (gt plgsie y gl oo L Ln oS L) Ao Laio ol
ROUN] R ICIN P PPN (O ET E SEPE ST PYE PROCSHIPXCIRY

g5 A .
o o B lspsle )0 diesns sleoSogs g i lid wlisdsels oyind SL olejer sl claans o
dd ey 40 ol b Sl oyl ol 4 S cygo 13t ylate 5l ustied poie (Sls5b (sl (goue
Slallas cditundny>xi g (s 3 35500 Slalllas (ugind a3 lid Jlo o bayye clalllas )5 cuinaib IS
I elasl calis



(za,o # o &
oo pwlidanely slo tigsy /UJL‘/‘:%&;/‘:

ol (YA byler—5 00 J ‘Contemporary Socilogical Rescarch

oy cylio eyl 53105510 38103 watd patio B lid slacud )b 1 eldllhs ol 5l atwd utwso
3 lbvanals Lo 450151 i pogd ool 45 0 o 0Lt poginas (615 (sladin 40 ccaSiL L (Yeof)
5l Lo iahS 8,Ls0 558 elmod 51 gyl eol Sliize] s .eusl cigas 23l sla ity celyls ey
U150 53yl aitians g JoB T oilon 0 T s s clacsllas) papde 4o dngi yado  Jas (slaogiis
Jed s g i3l (gl a5l oybojl Siimyd S uad o 3L 50010 lams |y J¥stiwl ol (VoI £¥e00) 095 (gdns
bS5 18500 ee - xb i plas o5 Ajto o (il o y it 5 950 0 (90 o181 5o

Sl cwliddaels w10 1)y 900y9 0BT cawl 00,8 B3 (YoIV £¥001) (95 US0 D ¢ o cyuads dold] 4o
Slpsle 5 cwbibasel> lee Jlasl b coinge il (Se (ossend porie 45 38 oo JYawl gl 55Lu (1)
(S0l s 51050 e wmly 1y i3l (slaanld g celon] slaylis Lo oo ddal) s el g sl
soloail (S cimd g e ol ddasly o ) 1y i LaSal) s 3ism ool okd (Sl 52392 5]
A ul_w..: “9((0'2«_25)\) u»)b)_.» i_:lfs.) dJ..A:)) :\_:)b.» C)_b l_,)_u (Yool m((d}_",y) Cowl odu asli8 uu_’l‘odb
55050 055 o g0 a5laB T 5 ™ Loblings cla ol (clinoys colazn! ola iS5l age s 45
215 (2 S RB (Slodoh ogton jleudye cdlop b as

:\:u.oy l_: (Yoo¥ €)AQ0) Olsls ‘CJL$‘°C):’|)‘> LA )S)M OH P g ul-w i_L:_)l))_) ol £y &iwd
S elan! (1S slaogis g Sl daclee 5 (5l 48 a0 o Lt M Slosns wlidsdnola) popio
ol shpoye dalllae 058 o JSb iy o (S slagrayad SIS 51 aSl (sloysS (S0 byl
s dplas g okl 1 ALl s (Yood) T aslySh sl 355y oyl 31 otsaza i (gleigas yuSs byl
(s a8l bt o950 45 (o aS e oo LS § S e WSL olern ] S (68 ISt 5o (i S
Ry i_:).>u ul-° :\_L:_)‘))_, dg> ul_sJLL:..o)b).u (YeV5) AB«OM‘» Cow! u_clm»‘ d..o& 9 calos J...\.:T)B)] de.‘)
el 03,8 0T elonal s sl s os (gpS0L

el aS uuS o JYamwl c0jen ol ol S aagis 0 (olai ! taid cilun 5,Sg) 4 oLJle’Pw dd
S S oymd g lame o lie yetame Juolas ;o a8l s (gldomon (150 9 (103 Lpo (gloasny
aS wlooloylis (abb s 23 doylas 7 b b 50 ol 9 (SIS (Yoo (,SYE 120 (gl ¢ BIS)
sl ommilie Ol dySog) ol g o g5 (S slalil g (solo baumma yo s lis laalys 51 aso
WS o Jitie At dy 2 g bausee (oo 4o (oo 1351 83 51y a5 o tlen)S o a8 usad porae (Slpsb

(Yool Yoo ) SSau 9 (4268 claocpl 13 .3l oliazs ! ® Siah cuiesls pagie 4o cllllas pylos dwd
oS puumno 93 31 Somyd S o d o sl (Kinyd pys (sl g (Sitnyd s (s lee S5 L
G255l 5 csole wleguan b Jaolss s Sl lacaniog bl ( S Jlas! Gojbsl 025 0 9y Ol )
A Lngd.g).?c.’S Uy 35 (Yool) T adasly 5 (VA9) “«Oﬁ_’s» u_,alw LngfaLB_': g Lacolyy ooyl ¢ yLj
a5 Soyd aS ey o ol bl (ol asles,S Sl od sla Jdo (S i jo (Sinyd slaluxe s
ol ] el dasay olojls 51 e aSl (03 e 51 (lds gazmo Ly

cLo0,Si) U 5dyr oslidnsls 03015 Wises (gl oo 35 s (elaJlos b 5 oyl slalllas o
sl e lun 4 25y Ulie 1o (I Fer) ( oo)h (bl yo .ol 43S eygn o clallle § 5 ls
L ol by g ssesin el 9,5, 48 wiS o Sl (olosnl pole 5 s litpsle ol Jlas! dats Uy 4
S S Ao 5 038 Jos oolaral pole 5 s litipgle Jlasl Adls glpreds aS o) hol cod b g
eyl e oy Aoldl )3 3yl el 1y st bbbl 5 islis wlibasels o yloojes
ol page Jule oo (slaSuiSs i b dxaity 3Lt lase 1 pugies porie (Sls35L b (0VFY)

YAY



YAO

9 o)

o b o
e S S g i R 5500y g S il

st

potie )Ly eadnplol lallls 48 dms o glis (cuylb sla ol 90 5 IS Hoboas (alnogdle
o5 potho (S5 s 4 45 (ol gl (st 90,8 gubaib (S s 53 )0 lsSee b st
g LS‘MJ.&))) s 4 L)‘B—’u-" )L)T U"‘ o= rkeo 4_103-)‘ ‘J._"du}b)., 929592 L;A?Q‘.QA NSRS e ui oK.:B 9
4\.1.0:-)‘ gy9s i_m_»Ju‘ u.}.)l.u..’ rv_&blm o]).) 4_{.))5 D)L.'b‘ (YYAY) ((o.bl)‘u_’,l.?d)'» )_’| ((Ha)y)ﬁ u_wl.moMB
9 o)‘sc.oLs‘—» Ulso 30 (WWaA) Ob&o.{b 9 ((§Io0) (yailnod Sslodui J.J?ue u‘e)"” zdul.o).m 9 ul.)..m SR
Jo25 g dnwgs dild s 50 |y gt ol8Gla WilodingS (5239 08000 ) dsnngs dplas (caeyg0 ielopas
Syato g0y91 Al 53 gt (55185 oGl et o Uitas @lilllas 3l aasd ol atiS gl sloza |
.J\_’:‘o\)}g

Sy g celorn] slmossy ddllas gl (Ao (il Glyieds gt potie 5l 48 o imgly g
s Lo K8 elole Ay Julodin Ltomgh 53 OFAA) GhScas 5 (250l cdligs (ly saslazd,S oy ol
OS5 Pl Sild s sl st pote Sl (ol GBI By Simd )3 90y olysle Ly
ul)f‘mh”.: ‘L;JJ)' S g u_fv.m)s lllas cdosys ‘ui’:”_pi slrojes 0 izmen L0l03)S oolawl (ol
S sLagSllg (Sangd Brame oyt cplozyio )18y celoinl (slacogn Jolods sl oy potie |
o asb S ey celazal 1S Julowi i (s2)ly olsie o Udas (ugind Ul oyl 53 a0lai)S oy 0505

Fyoie g (55 (Byre 1o b (oylb Slalllas pinn 45083 o0 0LaS S92 90 slaiog sope ol 3529l
L Ja_u)p L;Lmu.uz”.: A ,\_,lw,? [ Ju) u_cLo.»l L;L:bod,g.):g J.,.bo LS‘)-.’ L5)|}_3‘ 0‘9-5&4? C)T}‘ L J..S‘o)y
a5 gladlan U oyl lseys - lossile 3L Sinys colidllas Ly Simyh litsansls opzyls 0 Linas (s
20 S ladygliws g diadsy el (3 ld pulibanely plate sl ogns (S IS8 Bl (Slssk
)..aL> L)"‘"“?)" ‘9)u-")‘ D9 0l ol i c..\.wl.; du.>|.>).> u..tb.) 9 oo uL.o ]oLy)l 4 4\5@}@[9919 O ‘fsl;
sl 3l (ol (s g e ity s ol ceiigly plaa L e (olS &y Mlie Sleasb L asgS oo
LS S pegtn (S IS

Moy Ca Ll Hlako 3l «digylg e L Jule FHES 198 NE S

e lis a8 ol gl (o8 ol 1 dieiss e lid S0y b ol (gl Csle (iu )0 a5 USolen
B ST S5 50 aSl )l 5l Jradie (i3 50 a5 Lixe g ol axe g (i (03 jotunne Jolas Juol>
pedlar 5 SIS £¥o00 SV WS o Ll Layome g StisS () lie ool slalansly iuis 0 o)y 483,80 JSCi
lalad ;5 aSl it o l5l Lo iyl s Laysls 51 glas gozms Lpo (Simyd slapllas ylasecyol 5. (V00 A
olea L ba (Jols &5l Mlie .ol oo b 3agy slaeyml s b cs0le wlegan (o (sl S5 sty
ol (S1s33b a3 el a8 o wmlyd |y sl ol oy Sl A4S sl (gl sl diges 51 (S (gl
3 sl I3 514l ot g0l Gpbosl a0 (AolS dnal )5 it ogon S amd 00 oLt allio
P 5 S (Siaddy g Lhaddy et Juol jlaz olushy ailyd oyl canlal )3 10,8 oSS diasay (sl S5
Py Julos Smyd

] olea Ll Add alied S g)loxo ¥ Einyd slixo (ol N-0
S IS el pumlio CIB )5 aS T 51 s Lize 48 ol gl oy8 ol 1 diesds e bt Juol cpiwss
Ullhe U ao Jolas Jols  Sinyd onlio 0,Sgy 4ol 30 .0l dioy oles 5 olws! dies s sladsy>s 4o
gl 9 BI) 9555 o0 S dituy slagSll g (oliad (Lo gpSiqe (1S~ > ladnyzs S5 51



i 2
polae plidazela s gl U/ d‘/'/’.'

ol (YA byler—5 00 J ‘Contemporary Socilogical Rescarch

ol aSly Loyl g selss 5l (clasgaze 6500 A Ly 5 oloinl laa ot platocpl 510009
ol Goylosl 48’ by o5l (ciny sl agpe Simyd 3 (0003t b sz 52 5] Gl ogind S S

o 53y -dmd o sy Lo yLasl )5 1y aiuld ol 51 dits o (1S g0 (a0gyls Lo L Lo LolS 515 o
I_é)m °)‘}§O—..’| COYY DAV i900599) J_Suo )l_ci €9y &‘)_> o ol 09y &‘)_> dy0) yghsao é)l.d_wl l_: ‘) dg>
bl Lol il Siayd g sals slaie 5l sloduSs aSh e (Ao Jralloyo b (o0l s SO
oles mtd sl st lojln Lol lgieds aSb (9,8  Sing SO lgie s 45 couin Lol )0 .08 0
l_') 3y 9 A_)l;uo A_a}u u_aoya} le_.a.a 9 o.>|9_>l> Pﬁ‘u\_) bas asls ‘grg‘..’)l" €399 L’ ) J_ASL;Q J_.c& Lrgl'“‘}l
Do oo lpd (lornl Glalio g cogas duoye ( olidy) gy

u_nﬁ ).) FEILS L;LA.B .))L) > FEILS Lr"‘“a'e u‘.n)l.w 9 ‘_S)Lo.xﬁ ).wl)w Bl d_‘am U"‘ A.SJ.Jb\)Lgo ul.w )92
ul_:) L) d._m.:.b‘ é.la_w).) LB)Ao dwl u‘)) l_bd)l.e.: U—" u_a..o.h‘ (\\Do ULA.Q) M/PB 9 u‘/w‘ u_x.a..o.\o
Qa3 31y 8l By 039y Ay 5 Lind 51 oolitul Bg o celits] il Jomo casls  Sliad ylojlus o aSb cassle o3 SU
D 5l asl csplas (oyeel Gopbsl a5 ]y s sunails (ol Lo (JolS dasls sslias! (J s oty aby o
ASjgel o Lo ol (1yd e
Mty olind 53 oS &Sl s epiogt seloinl b Lo tpmni s iy 13l ATl g (ol S0pS
sy oy BB g e JSbas Sl g g L g 5 090 <0y 5 00 oo redled (slape o0 45 0
o ol les STl (Lol aS vgs o Jods adlos (6y5lid o5 4o a8l (gylome cdmusyd a5yl
A2 e olojlus  Lobilin

a5ls 1)1 oBgSu 99 b oy s (e b UL 3 oy slaJialloyio g 0l 50 hate oo
L) oo gl Sl i b 4 cus uﬁ.db)ﬁ u»).i) b Byo (VFY i len) ccawl (o yu8 Ly L (GOC-P
i ol 5 Lind 5 L3 Lyl 13 2505 0 4l (35 cslooglaial (8 13 45l (o olind s 4SSy 45
JUshdny gl s 4 9 WS oo My Limo oo loin ] oas o] Gpbosl a8 Sl wild S sl ang 90 a8l et
Aol
Bl olad lojlu 5 podles (sla bl daoylaiwl 51 claSas CIB yo g Jditio sowy Litjool b gopo Jelgs
Condly Kb oy (giiaiy sl)Syilu (it 31 (St alsiien |y a8l (losne plaiecpl 100 o (390
-’-’9*’@ JJM u“s-%"’ )‘ w»-’” 4 uLer'> g5')3‘ LS‘-%Q‘ 9 L;°L°~>‘ LS‘-“u*’))‘ Ww L£L°))~° o o-’)b)‘ =
"))L“"Lf u&:’-’:’s)b‘-w u‘)s-wsd‘)-.’

g (los Mgl g 805 (S 1 B yd- slaka] Wl (siaidy Y0
13 4L s g i olel Lol Lo i 48 3,15 1S 455 1l 1ttty 3l ol yangd
ciogd edr b ]y celorn] glan S8l late il 510,80 JStr (os (sla 1S s 0y0g) lacalled gl
oy (Yoo ,SYE) A g0 ogany 395 (30 53 5 S8 oo Slgisb eSjgal o ol el 53 13y Joe 3oybosl Sy
S a2 gi (Samsd slaysb by ymoles slapllas ds Les lsS sed (gt S S ) 8051 g sl e

YA



YAY

L
gt (U s g3l Sy (AU 35509, 3 o) g S sy

o b &b

st

Syl 50 S o cond o o o |y (Slee o 45 B 1oy (clods 4y ST clacudlad dcgasme 40 WL aSL
bsye Sinyd e aiein b a2 5l i (gt (5SS abd 5l b ol 01> iy (il
S 0 Jos 0y 039y sl S

dad 0 ul.mu 9290 ..))U\_i;o uM_,Lo..MJ ‘) J..u])ﬁ u.:l)l 09y LS‘d‘-’?N <<4_39)‘9 OLQ‘.} L) L{btslulf Ly Ao
i3 5 gy Sy (sl iyl aysl 5| csleegazma 8 13 Loy (303 5 Sologe  sllS dnals 3 45
(clind 13 &S sl S (pyizon y0 c Lo (gly (a0 Asils olain ! Las pslie (slasSl 5o ksl 4SL
3008 o Syl 015 3l gy celarn ] lawlio )0 5918 0 )8 (LS00 400 oyre y3 Wyl jgian eges
51 8)Lyd § 35 o Cinorgs (Frkae 3y ulas el (yoles b IS 55 oy (b o)les 45 (s3y0 < Jolia
.(VOF UL“"'&’) | oJ\_u‘9> w_:l.mp.%.) L)) &)..o Jsle 9 M‘Afrv)u FE{LS ek 45354»@ s
pilinme (1352 013 5 (o SLad )3 ygia> pilius (139 S0 358 o S (5L 9 (liad sLagSl S35
WD oo Jodus 0y8 bl g SThol e yiie 3 ciisw 4o

Gaas o slacadles 45 am o Las 52380 .ol odalin 15 50 s S muents 13 slaio oyned
$liab g (ages oo L olore slacllad a5 Jlsyd 05 oo plowil (agas oS 51593 5 a5l 39y sLiad
Lg)lf”l.w d&b ¢ L(bu.JLaﬁ L;.)l..a.dl L;QJULA)LM: LS).@)‘SMU_:‘ .OFY uLon) Cow! 00)93 Lo (g
Casdts slorr] ol 31 (Tslite slaanzs 5 dite oo el (Tslite (layms 53 ooy o Bl 48 ol
SLranzs S5 5l 50 ] ole 4SS o Ll (gl (sl 2 Leias laye § L) edomsity gl 0
S o Sl Sglase S

bopts asls Bliwl 3l oy gy s g 0,8 oumlis opjyy (Su55 SLSj 3l gyl 50 UlsSs0 b aii® o0l
s A 4y ugpe 3909 by ¢ o093y pEE Lo ply ()10aS5 8950 (o) OB Sk cd i 40 Sy
Cj]ﬁ)‘) Lol clawy o )_la.odu 0)39) 9 LSQLC LS)?-‘" Cowso 080 o JL@.C‘ u_sl (V¥ -1¥a :OLQ.Q) D 0 )bﬁ
A3l 9 )3 yetane )55 Gopbosl 45 WSl Sampd sl gunaibs g ooles slagye da il 5l (slas oo Jol>
i .J."M(_sa t.’"fbu"uu

i cela olassb s 511, slazn ] e lis a8 ol o] o bncalled ool Connl dtaiss cilis i )
3 el aSl caisionsl os coloxs | cdite b s plas E)Lg);lj)..o Lo Jols.0iS o Jdite Jos o 4
crpaddy A8 o (S5 ohSoo b Jelas 5 cilises claliad o 18l jgian (53,8 )8 it (93,8 Sy by
39 palice Sl Juols ol Lo gyl a0l aydo b euditane iyge] Jguasme a5l 51 oo (uginn o Judo
S o il (Jobiling (e joly celoinl plas a8 el oyegg) slacallad ) glasess

Cnild (a3l (65S0b ey (e5 (lgT o 1y 0y0igy (S5 (slaliad sl g dbigh cdeyio casls Ll o
el ce it oo 15p8 0 1pd Jae Bpbojl ) oo larnl delgd oy (igal 0 3L g SCaS T yo 48
2 sl plas sl 45 008 s (olad dax jlg sk | (S 4z 08 LB LS o S e S Ay
D5 (S0 (Sw sbreole g (dee la ) los il (laegore B

rsld o5 b ]y LolS Lxals 5 0yagsy celacallad 48 cnsl o o ol b Al ¢ ulaol sl 1o
9 s> S Lo et LSS oyl Lacadled ol sl (g w55l 5 (S IS8 sl (S



(za,o # o &
oo pwlidanely slo tigsy /U/L‘/‘:“j(&;/‘l

ol (YA byler—5 00 J ‘Contemporary Socilogical Rescarch

selgh 5l las garme Cyguody a3 (elora] o las g oo cage 9 IS 0 o DBl g )3 |y e LS
(15503 A5 D)l (ol 09 Ay SIS (9)0 9 (a2 sl S 5l (ciu (lsie o aSh  (Sgy
1y l55L et S| (S i 3l g 55 ol 4355 S A e LS it Sy Cv (sl

ol pogian 4 celarn] laylis Lo Jous

SRR el (Gl g S (ylene OB LD (g eIy -0
i3 03 &) Sl (03 0y9)3 53 By (a5 liss Lol aS conl gl oanl ol 12 iy e Ls Juol e
(VAA) jolly § SIS 0595 0 g2355 (Simyd e gumn g Laliad el gole baome 3 Lol 5l sy 45
i aladls 5l a5 b lusl aS Wl lts 5 4308 7 e (Al by 03y dojlas B 55 ol
S 58 (sl Sy Lo b il 1 0iiS o )18 Ty gy baime 401y 395 i3l (ol s
ool ol ol iemgy (ylas Cogala 50 09 o Cogmxe Ll (a5l ol 51 (L850 093 Al (s
QLS 9 S o0 by ly gt (5SS g (gl Sampd b colornl (glaylis Loy (ylio baly dsl>
WS oo gty eslim olojlas 5 (gylams celoisl 3 dsSin oelaia] plas 4S Amd o

o 53 9dy92 3508 oo iosledds y JisTyd 1yl 5 yuii o (lges (aigyls cslgn L Lo oS d0lsey o
s lose 4355 aS w3 o oLt a8 3y 05 o lore L IS sl Sy 4 Lo (LS L5
Lo gy) 45 sl 6yl s S oot (gllimd S 45 s Loninl )3 il _elozn] olas imdylojlus g ol
OTFrplen) 1S o Hitte dn glo Juud 4 g 00, S 0,83 055 o1y Simd glagye g Laganasls

oleil (253 L (S 5 Sy casloge 9 a5by Syl 5 gy ol 5 Yoo sl 4o Liad (s ppmiis
dasly sliasl ol o Line ol gl o A 51 45 conl bl unpatib co95 aSh o plind
dmol> o) o das Laliad (ol )3 0pajg) ygan (Gpbosl ol 4l 5L comsy igeel 0 A5l g L JolS
b3l e a8 sl sab s (Sanpd Aadls o5 s ) Sl ()lane (Judd ey jpel e
WS (o (90 2]y dmela (L

Sorb sy 193 aalbpl s 5308 35 o 5Kl s Caliseo (cla iso (6l iSpL pllas 55 dliwws ol
Byo opl oyl 00F :0slon) WS o ylis) € xlitigy lsnor Jolio 53 5 88 slsndy c€opmiiyd sl ccolss lsuoy
Iy ohil &y 5 it o lino Lind 4y 45 08 o s i3y (sloiannyy Ai5lod aSL <Aty Lind 0005 Lbpuorgs
o 45 A8 go (S35 Jarme )3 g0l gyl g0 |y elorn ] plas AT 51 iy (LolS S35 0t o colun
ks o )0y (Kb (sla gansaiids 5l (laSs copojy; A2 et JUB 315 05510 j5ian o 55 ilee s Ll

calis (0220) Ganaley a8 cawl (g ol 5l lasses ooy ol (a3 lis wlibasls o
esboal 381 e AL el 00z 0y 33 3181 a1 Ly Simyd plas g ls Lol )3 el o ol anjos
Sslors 0 il or (elaxnl lan 8)Lyd lydlas 151 ciso 00 o ool o gujes Laokes ¢ Lalad
ol Satyh (gy5lid o5 Linopal 13 s onsl b 03053 Lagimo cyaoles (ylogls 53 5 aliad Lo 5o casls
pSie 0agey by oolorn o as 1 Ig5l g (6,S0b il 51 dse a8

O 4S5 dm3 oo LS 22390 S o0 o]y Blate (rred 15 Sl (ylane 3 39250 Lol poles
5 Lo aan 31 (goles lie 4o 90 ()l W g 5 39 o0 A KS] luned Dy0 L ( Aol Syin 9 0y L aols (o]
(Bl daals Gaiw g9y 0 (55008 clajle uzmen (¥ i lo) 398 0 ot d (Lo il L5l
oy03) Sla S s Lacols) dayedl o a8 sitan (ols (Sl Jol> S5 2 5l yolis plus g il )Ll
Lino ol )0 48 ditin 00,18 il pllas G el aSb coole Sl Leises puolis ol st o 1yl
Wig o Hite g 02 S (Kb sla oyl g aladl>

YAA



YA

9 o)

o b o
e S S g i R 5500y g S il

st

s Lo LolS Lasls 31,81 sl P ity () las g 5| oy (slges (g oo |y 40 oyl o
Gyl s (s laza o das (6380k (> ey 5 Sle0)S 0p83 (oole lame y3 ] 255 oolazal sl 5
555 30 0l _liad loglas g el e gylams L yatmo Jolas S35 51 a8 03,45 b 5y00 0y 8o L Joolis
SlshEb 0331y (Samd (slaylis b aS 308 o Jau Moy Alabloy (o3 52300 uas o BB b
) (oler) WS 0 Wb g

Slogaits 4o aS 08 o )lolg |y ol 3l cass (g)lomo .00 le co3 B Line gk 53 Bpuo wilyd ool ;500 (g 3]
Sy Lie 35 3y 8l S0 doym 2o S 10 JLed eygods 4Sb ccawline Jols Laisas (gole baumme « oyl
Grguny Lind ;3 Lo 45 s taml oy (c0adds § ot (dedds (B0 ddais  LolSdols cdoessys 0S| o
’ REPFONKY IR PR PR IR WA P WS T I PREL P

aSL e elaxn] olas G Bpo Lol S15 gy laxe 45 consl o] i oyl ol 8Ly« polisl ol 5o
cdnnly (iU pitausST 5l 250 olgied 1l e sled (T adgiil g 3 (Lol (sl S5l 51 (SO
Lol b ol b 0,81 8,059, Jolas Gapbosl 5 418 o 035 (g0Le barma 501, Simh (gl s atilo 5 La )|
Gl (Sampd- bl (65l o9 lsSice ) lS Do latecl 5105l o Jodss Gugind 5l o5 40,

(Biyd IS Bl )\Sg5 g cpl ()b 1 ren - (15 Ul 0ET298 U (guieddy . F-0
o ) Sl GiS g e lins 5l age Liso 48 3yls wuSTh assS ol 1o s calis Jool o)
92 9 bl duloee (910 0y0jgy (slacunbye 5l (gl 3 318l .aiS o Jas oBTog 5L 5  Lobilins
Jsb 50 45 138 0 Joe (oSl ollan 055 )Ly (i (3459 g (Ul g (g gpo el
.)l_) ((L;LQ.C =) ub_A.G L: U‘)‘ 929y90 S cowl LS)*}UM U—’I o] o.))S 9wy L!bul u_:o.) [YSE=BE ULA)
Sy 3l yoian Bgud 1 il Ardld 3455 prape (slaoyiS B o aSHl 5] jion a8 lae sy e g5 1aS,
6_9\1: dags U‘?"LS‘) ‘) C.‘a_w U"‘ G)—AO[} M”_, U_LJPQ u9_>)l> )9 (VA% cH\))y) g o0 u_lm ULP Pe)
B 5o (Sand sl g (oline slapllas o S slados a8 ols feeuils o) cdieddy 5 Cotw (sdieddy
g o Jdes g 40 055 9 1ok Lo jiolS

S aaghs . cawl 00,5 WS claxn] iS5l ais uen o pu3 ] sl Sl jo 50 3 lid cwliddrsls
Lgl_mui:.zfs uL>u..>).: sLIbLS)Q'J )‘] ok SO 4S wlosld yLas (YeVY) (<5\>)|}_¢,]>> 9 (Yeo) ((LS}—..’Iﬁ’) O§ed
il 5l S Jae (2B s 40 099 51 i 45 9580 Pl (laoylyzsl (Liney (o lon]
09 9 W18 S IS Aty s s ) A4S sl lobiliy (sl il 51 (sl gazme plgs ooy oyt

Ay ladiges 31 S a0 8 Lo yLasl oty anld ol 5l e clasges dla LolS a5l Al
()80 L (s gydugyy oyl I8 plyasly (climeds (ylojed yolods o3ls ool .ol “qabel” 8515 51 g00y90 s
S By 3y . 5lodnis S8 0080 51 (holS o d jo B8] i3y 5 o Copadye o oliad oS
5 0o b cdzmiyd canl 0d)p Wgy colorn! plas 5 cdls ol plyinl b ash ccons (oldlis e
NS e Jes dnly o bos s SO B o (Siayd cla o)l

30993 LS 31 Slagee 4S5 o 0y S sunlie 15 slalad g)liSpl plas yo g5 oy late (yuod



(za,o # o &
oo pwlidanely slo tigsy /U/L‘/‘:“j(&;/‘l

ol (YA byler—5 00 J ‘Contemporary Socilogical Rescarch

bl 519531 «Sro  glom (Sl lee A5 05 o5 4 (55 dmel lins] (gl A8 pun a5
o2l a8l sl sais ous (lea (ot 40y 3 (S0 4 5 03,5 Lgasy dmals (S dladls )5 olej Jobo 5
S e Sy La el yo aSb 5,8 03 0L 1y Slee

G99 u_>L..=w 99 .,\_Su.o A_ﬂ)l s los 9 Lad 4ul_)) u_?\.\.u..’rvm)\) u_:| )‘ Lo =xo Lngd\;g.m $29y92
w0dnl g Bys ol bLsyl casls 5l cols sl isu 9 Sye as byoye pudlie lis dg dLaojly (5
4\_{\,\_&:\)& uLmu u_fw.m (V0o -\YY ul_.o.m) Olfd)_n 4o .L>9_>)A Sewlbio 9 uls §99)9 ul_m Cmaid l_)
dos olea A0y 8snts 5l e a0 Sl catilo i (BL L o 50 Lijo (Simb slasunaib
ol (@ooleiluw 5 ddgs ;5L 51 (ise aSb (plaa o g sho (ylial 45 oLy Lowl yo .9 0

S8y g ASlE Ag 259 8550 (e ) e g 9 g0 5y Sl Lol e )3 )b
s copbas J¥asal Uy omasy biomel 4oy 3L 0oy 48 ditad (gaelsd 51 b diges o San cgyliald s
Lol tccwl 039y diany i) (a0 ploul |y Jlasl ol cdel ol 81 (V00 VP g len) Wi o
Do Joas
i s lein ] a5 00 ol do S e oty bl 5 sl cla S 5] e LSS pren SN
slaenle 5 Sn sl pSens ) Loz B 5o web axs gol uelsd 5l clacgoms cygods aST 5|
03,5 gusy ol (3 § s )3 i Uiy A8 WS oo 20y logSl sllae |y e 2181095 o (90 byojy
. Cawl

(§kaiss 5 s (gidaids e 4 il Lt ca Ly (o9 0l b el s 0l s o2l 0
ol v Sl oY (2l slooen)la (podles slagunaiils g lao)liwl (L a8 o0 )l By 35 £y
Sl Jos g )3 |y (Slee plan (olad clagpScas 5 oo cleSuSs el 5 wiS o walid )
L clas a0 5L cugar | o181 4 el Jlasl (sl (1S 51 (sles gocreo (6,8 USt caial)d ol Juolo s 0

Sl Gt Lo (ol dnals ) elaan! wdas wgil a8 ol of Gaso ol (udows da3b  wllep! 1o
5 Lol ol el Jlsal (Samd welsh (SaslSo9s sl (Sio (gpm )Ll b ordite (B350 -
P oosted Gob oren jls Bgb e Jaas 8l Bl plojlus 5l (A5 4o gapaia (2lad glagpSeae
ey Sty ol o (Lol (win (gt platenl 5o o wgiil jlaol o (lebliny (o
o e 5 adgi 0 lejen g ds (gole lause § Ly (i ]y AS Ll fciwl pyp (suiei s g CStw
Ayl eSyle elozs]

Al Aol ) s (SIS (glaylS5Lis 8,Ly0 |y gl laardl (gatygen ¥ Jga canldl o
...L.QJL;O ul.w.»

A SL g dyiie Joole S 5l Jrols dnals oyl 53 usid 355 o sdalie 4 45550 lan
sl lacazly (Sl s lidy) 5 4loye 5 a0l cgrm 9 0900 alee dles slagye sl Gopbosl o
5 bl Lo gpSea 5 (i )8 opandil cop0gy slaculled aiS o pal ) slara] olea S0l
20 gy OBl s 50 leblit 9 (os (e 53 |y LagSUl el copnjg (S35 53 yetame )5S Goybol

Yo



Age—sltlis

® )

Y

gt (U s g3l Sy (AU 35509, 3 o) g S sy

P 03, 50) L S BB 53 pwghund (65 US (51,550 051> (hagly Sl (suivzen Y Jgu>
Table 2: Summary of Findings on the Mechanisms of Habitus Formation in the Kabyle House (Author, 2025).
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Fig. 2: Final Model of Habitus Formation as a Cognitive Ecosystem (Author, 2025).
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1. The Kabyle House or the World Reversed
2. Bourdieu

3. Habitus

4. Algeria

5. Ignatow

6. Embodied Cognition

7. Gallagher

8. Lakoff

9. Johnson

10. Structure/Agency

11. Subjectivism/Objectivism
12. Outline of a Theory of Practice
13. The Logic of Practice

14. Coser

15. Embodied History

16. Clark

17. Chalmers

18. Hutchins

19. Hard Embodiment of Culture
20. Soft Embodiment of Culture
21. Cohen

22. Leung

23. Conceptual Reinterpretation
24. Phenomenology

25. Merleau-Ponty

26. Techniques of the Body

27. Marcel Mauss

28. Wacquant

29. Béarn

30. Structured Structures

31. Lizardo

32. Structuring Structures

33. Vaisey

34. Lizardo

35. Cognitive Ecosystem

36. Cultural Technologies

37. Strauss

38. Quinn

39. Niedenthal

40. Distributed Cognition

41. Extended Mind

42. Social Cognition

43. Cognitive Operations

44. Piaget

45. Vaisey

46. Dual-Process Model of Action
47. Pre-reflective Dispositions
48. Carnal Sociology

49. Crossley
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50. Atkinson

51. Cultural Embodiment

52. Toren

53. Enfield

54. Embodied Cultural Meaning

55. Externalized Embodied Cognition
56. Cognitive Offloading

57. Lived Memory

58. internalization

59. Embodied History

alolis

pole o adlispole Hlie Jlasl ddais djie 4 dieddy el 4o (a0 (YY) SL) Loyl -
hitps://doi.org/10.30465/5¢5.2024.50657.2949  N=YY :(¥)\0 « Sump  gpass . cloxs]

Syl (o Gl SsST) a5 s cd lis pate 517 wgtun popder (o VYY) S ( Aoyl -
https://doi.org/10.22054/qjss.2024.81474.2824 N \-Y1A :(VoF)Y) s\ pole L wos

cadele ddasly Judseiy L(VWAA) ¢y  apocdd SlEgs g tdasme ¢ Slwlyd pgllas tLioyde duuw ¢ gy95] -
VY :(F0) Yo cc\bls ) - Sy e\l (i 42310 )5y cans Kinyd 15 903y90 oylgeale b s Lo — ,Siss
https://doi.org/10.22083/jccs.2019.116327.2350 .\YA

Apine (oawgd® 08N o\axn) pole g0y wlibdrels 1 (glaodion ((VWAY) Lo ool Sl -
https://doi.org/10.22067/ss.v010.2983 .¥aA-YY :(¥))

sole SHLABl :0ls (S puns o2 yte . plilbanale By aligail g 303,V 40) )il sl ¢35 -

9 0)lgcualer ((WWAA) (gigo «(SloyS g £ pundmn o ciogpedd Sl g LS ol B €y0)8 ¢ gdosms -
https://doi.org/10.22055/ .A8-00 :(F)IY « i\ dnngh (5390 68000 5| dags duylas (ain ) gu tdulogus
qjsd.2019.25475.1625

References

- Anvari, S. A., Mazloom Khorasani, M. & Noughani Dokht-Bahmani, M., (2019). “Analyzing
the relationship between agency—structure and Bourdieu’s habitus in the culture of knowledge-based
business”. Journal of Culture and Communication Studies, 20(45): 153—178. https://doi.org/10.22083/
jces.2019.116327.2350 (In Persian).

- Ardebili, L., (2024a). “A look at embodied cognition as a point of connection between cognitive
sciences and social sciences”. Cultural Sociology Research, 15(4): 1-27. https://doi.org/10.30465/
5¢s.2024.50657.2949 (In Persian).

- Ardebili, L., (2024b). “The concept of habitus from the perspective of embodied cognition: A look
at Marcel Mauss’s ‘Techniques of the Body’”. Social Sciences Quarterly, 31(104): 191-219. https://doi.
org/10.22054/qjss.2024.81474.2824 (In Persian).

- Atkinson, W., (2016). Beyond Bourdieu. Cambridge: Polity.

- Bourdieu, P., (1970/1979). The Kabyle House or the World Reversed. In: Algeria 1960, Cambridge
University Press.

- Bourdieu, P., (1977). Outline of a Theory of Practice. Cambridge University Press.

- Bourdieu, P., (1990). The Logic of Practice. Stanford University Press.

A



yay

&

A=<l

L
gt (U s g3l Sy (AU 35509, 3 o) g S sy

- Bourdieu, P., (2001). Masculine domination. Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press.

- Clark, A. & Chalmers, D., (1998). “The extended mind”. Analysis, 58(1): 7—19. https://doi.
org/10.1002/9781118430873.est0859

- Cohen, D. & Leung, A. K. Y., (2009). The hard embodiment of culture. European Journal of Social
Psychology, 39(7): 1278-1289. https://doi.org/10.1002/ejsp.671

- Coser, L. A., (2011). The lives and ideas of great sociologists (M. Salasi, Trans.). Tehran: Elmi
Publications. (In Persian).

- Crossley, N., (2001). The Social Body: Habit, Identity and Desire. Sage Publications.

- Enfield, N. J., (2005). “The body as a cognitive artifact in kinship representations: Hand gesture
diagrams by speakers of Lao”. Current Anthropology, 46(1): 51-81. https://doi.org/10.1086/425661

- Gallagher, S., (2005). How the Body Shapes the Mind. Oxford University Press.

- Hutchins, E., (1995). Cognition in the Wild. MIT Press.

- Ignatow, G., (2009). “Why the sociology of morality needs Bourdieu's habitus”. Sociological
Inquiry, 79(1): 98-114. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1475-682X.2008.00273.x

- Ignatow, G., (2017). “Cognitive sociology and French psychological sociology”. In: W. Brekhus
& G. Ignatow (Eds.), The Oxford Handbook of Cognitive Sociology (pp. 137-152). Oxford University
Press. https://doi.org/10.1093/0xfordhb/9780190273385.013.8

- Lakoft, G. & Johnson, M., (1999). Philosophy in the Flesh: The Embodied Mind and Its Challenge
to Western Thought. New York, NY: Basic Books.

- Leung, A. K. Y. & Cohen, D., (2007). “The soft embodiment of culture: Camera angles and motion
through time and space”. Psychological Science, 18(9): 824-830. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1467-
9280.2007.01986.x

- Lizardo, O., (2004). “The cognitive origins of Bourdieu’s habitus”. Journal for the Theory of Social
Behaviour, 34(4):375—401. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1468-5914.2004.00255 .x

- Lizardo, O., (2009). “Formalism, behavioral realism, and the interdisciplinary challenge in
sociological theory”. Journal for the Theory of Social Behaviour, 39(1): 39-79. https://doi.org/10.1111/
j.1468-5914.2008.00393.x

- Lizardo, O., (2017). “Pierre Bourdieu as cognitive sociologist”. In: W. Brekhus & G. Ignatow
(Eds.), The Oxford Handbook of Cognitive Sociology (pp. 65-80). Oxford University Press. https://doi.
org/10.31235/0sf.10/9tb6h

- Mauss, M., (1973). “Techniques of the body”. Economy and Society, 2(1): 70-88. https://doi.
org/10.1080/03085147300000003

- Mohammadi, F., Khaleghpanah, K., Noughani Dokht-Bahmani, M. & Kermani, M., (2019). “Habitus
and capital: Formulating a theory of development from Bourdieu’s perspective”. Social Development,
13(4): 55-95. https://doi.org/10.22055/qjsd.2019.25475.1625 (In Persian).

- Niedenthal, P. M., Barsalou, L. W., Winkielman, P., Krauth-Gruber, S. & Ric, F., (2005).
“Embodiment in attitudes, social perception, and emotion”. Personality and Social Psychology Review,
9(3): 184-211. https://doi.org/10.1207/s15327957pspr0903 1



VFol) VA byl 30 Jl I

&
polre pwlidanels slo gy / UJL‘/‘VU/W/

YaA
- Strauss, C. & Quinn, N., (1997). 4 Cognitive Theory of Cultural Meaning. Cambridge University
Press.

- Toren, C., (1999). Mind, materiality, and history: Explorations in Fijian ethnography. New York,
NY: Routledge.

- Vaisey, S., (2009). “Motivation and justification: A dual-process model of culture in action”.
American Journal of Sociology, 114(6): 1675-1715. https://doi.org/10.1086/597179

- Wacquant, L., (1995). “Pugs at work: Bodily capital and bodily labour among professional boxers”.
Body & Society, 1(1): 65-93. https://doi.org/10.1177/1357034X95001001005

- Wacquant, L. J. D., (2004). “Following Pierre Bourdieu into the field”. Ethnography, 5(4): 387—
414. https://doi.org/10.1177/1466138104052259

- Zanjani-Zadeh, H., (2004). “An introduction to Pierre Bourdieu’s sociology”. Journal of Social
Sciences, Ferdowsi University of Mashhad, 1(2): 23-39. https://doi.org/10.22067/jss.v010.2983 (In
Persian).



=1

i

b/ o & b t o & Two Quarterly Journal QI'CSR @

28 / ‘ , Lq-/,.v‘d ‘/3/ Contemporary Socio logical Research l I
. e ISSN (P.): 2476-55643, (E.): 2476-6305 VoA

Bu-Ali Sin

Vol. 15, No. 28,2026  university

$959990860999

Comparative Study of Gender Justice Policies in the National Development
Plans of Iran and South Korea

Jamal Khan-Mohammadi'®, Jafar Hezar Jeribi Dastaki" >, Ali Janadeleh™

d.) https://doi.org/10.22084/csr.2026.32453.2458
Received: 2026/04/19; Revised: 2026/05/24; Accepted: 2026/05/31
Type of Article: Research

Pp: 299-331

Abstract

This study aims to provide a comparative analysis of macro-level gender justice policies within the development
plans of Iran and South Korea from the 1980s to the present. The central research problem concerns how the
concept of gender justice is formulated, its position within national development policy documents, and the manner
in which it is integrated into the macro-level planning processes of these countries. This issue is particularly
significant given that gender justice is understood not only as a social and ethical construct but also as a key
factor in achieving sustainable development. Methodologically, the research adopts a qualitative approach based
on Comparative Policy Analysis. Data have been collected through content analysis of development plans, legal
documents, and quantitative indicators derived from international datasets, including the Gender Gap Index,
Gender Inequality Index, and Gender Development Index. The findings indicate that in Iran, gender justice is
predominantly framed as a normative concept embedded within cultural and familial values, lacking structural
institutionalization and a coherent policy trajectory. In contrast, in South Korea, gender justice has gradually
evolved into a rights-based and institutionalized framework aimed at addressing structural inequalities. Ultimately,
the study concludes that differences in gender policy frameworks between the two countries stem from variations
in theoretical foundations, levels of institutional development, and the extent of linkage between development
policies and implementation mechanisms. South Korea’s relative success in reducing gender gaps can be attributed
to the gradual integration of gender policies into the national development planning system and the strengthening
of supportive institutions. Conversely, in Iran, conceptual and institutional discontinuities have constrained the
effectiveness of gender-related policies.
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1. Introduction

Gender justice has become one of the most significant issues in contemporary development studies and
public policy. During recent decades, many governments have attempted to integrate gender-related
concerns into national development strategies, legal frameworks, and welfare systems. However, the
meaning of gender justice and the methods adopted to achieve it differ considerably across political and
cultural contexts. In some societies, gender justice is primarily associated with equality of opportunities
and institutional reforms, whereas in others it is framed through normative, cultural, and family-centered
interpretations.

Iran and South Korea provide two important comparative cases for understanding these divergent
trajectories. Both countries experienced rapid social transformation, state-led modernization,
demographic change, and developmental planning during the late twentieth century. Nevertheless, their
approaches toward women’s issues and gender policies evolved in substantially different directions.
In Iran, gender-related policies after the Islamic Revolution were increasingly shaped by ideological
and cultural interpretations emphasizing differentiated gender roles, family cohesion, and demographic
objectives. Although women’s access to education and healthcare expanded considerably, institutional
reforms concerning labor participation, political representation, and legal equality remained limited.

South Korea, by contrast, gradually institutionalized gender equality policies through administrative
reforms, labor-market interventions, and gender-sensitive policy evaluation systems. Since the 1990s,
women’s movements, democratic transition, and international development pressures contributed to
embedding gender equality within the structure of governance and public administration.

The importance of this study lies in its attempt to move beyond purely descriptive comparisons and
to analyze the structural and institutional causes behind divergent policy outcomes. This research seeks
to answer the following questions: How has gender justice been conceptualized in the development
plans of Iran and South Korea? What institutional mechanisms have been adopted to implement these
policies? Why have the two countries achieved different outcomes despite comparable modernization
experiences?

The study argues that the effectiveness of gender justice policies depends not only on discourse and
ideological commitment but also on the degree of institutionalization, policy continuity, and executive
capacity. Consequently, the comparison between Iran and South Korea provides broader insights into
the relationship between development planning, governance structures, and gender policy outcomes.

2. Materials and Methods
This research employs a qualitative comparative approach based on directed content analysis. The study
focuses on macro-development policies and examines how gender justice has been represented and
operationalized within the national development plans of Iran and South Korea from 1980 onward.
The statistical population of the study includes all official national development plans and major
policy documents related to development and gender policy in the two countries. In Iran, the First
through Seventh National Development Plans were analyzed. In South Korea, the Fourth through
Seventh Development Plans and subsequent institutional gender policy frameworks were examined.
Sampling was purposive and comprehensive rather than selective; therefore, all major development
plans during the period under study were included as units of analysis.
Alongside qualitative analysis, several international indices were used to evaluate policy outcomes,
including the Global Gender Gap Index (World Economic Forum), the Gender Inequality Index (UNDP),
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and World Bank gender-related indicators. These indices were not treated as absolute representations
of gender justice but rather as analytical tools for comparing the practical outcomes of development
policies.

3. Data
The comparative analysis of international gender indicators reveals substantial differences between Iran
and South Korea in the outcomes of gender-related development policies.

According to the Global Gender Gap Report 2024 published by the World Economic Forum, Iran
ranked among the lowest countries globally in terms of gender-gap reduction, while South Korea
demonstrated considerably better performance. Although Iran experienced major improvements in
women’s literacy, healthcare access, and higher education participation after the Islamic Revolution,
these achievements were not translated into proportional gains in labor-market participation, political
representation, or institutional empowerment.

The historical trajectory of development planning in Iran demonstrates three major phases. During
the early post-revolutionary period, development policies largely focused on ideological reconstruction
and welfare expansion. From the Third Development Plan onward, concepts such as women’s
empowerment, participation, and gender justice gradually entered policy discourse. The Fourth and
Fifth Development Plans represented the peak of this discourse-oriented approach, where limited
attempts were made to formulate gender-sensitive indicators and institutional mechanisms. However,
from the Sixth Development Plan onward, a significant paradigm shift occurred: policy orientation
increasingly moved from development-centered empowerment toward traditional family-centered
governance. Women were mainly defined through maternal, familial, and demographic functions rather
than as independent socio-economic actors.

South Korea followed a markedly different trajectory. During the earlier stages of industrialization,
gender issues were not central to development planning. Nevertheless, democratization, economic
restructuring, and the strengthening of civil society gradually transformed gender policy into an
institutionalized governmental agenda. Since the 1990s, South Korea introduced gender-responsive
budgeting, gender impact assessment systems, and reforms aimed at improving women’s labor
participation and political representation.

Comparative analysis of the Gender Inequality Index demonstrates that South Korea achieved
a relatively continuous reduction in gender inequality during the past three decades, while Iran’s
progress remained limited and unstable. The persistence of institutional barriers, inconsistent
policy implementation, and ideological tensions within development planning contributed to this
divergence.

4. Discussion

The findings indicate that the divergence between Iran and South Korea in the field of gender justice
is rooted less in cultural differences and more in the level of institutionalization and policy continuity
within their development systems. In Iran, gender justice has largely remained a normative and
ideological discourse rather than a stable institutional framework. Although concepts such as women’s
empowerment and gender justice entered development plans, they were not consistently supported
by executive mechanisms, measurable indicators, or long-term institutional guarantees. Moreover, a
persistent contradiction exists between modernization goals and traditional gender-role expectations,
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where women’s educational and social advancement has been encouraged while labor-market, legal, and
demographic policies continue to prioritize family-centered roles.

By contrast, South Korea demonstrates how institutional reforms can transform gender discourse
into practical governance mechanisms. Democratic reforms, women’s movements, and integration
into the global economy encouraged the establishment of gender-responsive budgeting, gender impact
assessment, and institutional accountability systems. As a result, gender equality became embedded
within state governance and public policy implementation. From a theoretical perspective, the findings
support institutional and empowerment approaches, showing that gender justice policies are more
effective when they move beyond symbolic discourse and become integrated into administrative
structures, budgeting systems, and measurable policy frameworks.

5. Conclusion

This study compared gender justice policies in the development plans of Iran and South Korea from
1980 to 2024 and demonstrated that the two countries followed fundamentally different developmental
trajectories. In Iran, gender justice has largely remained within a normative and discourse-oriented
framework shaped by cultural and family-centered interpretations of women’s roles. Although concepts
such as women’s empowerment and gender justice appeared increasingly in development plans, these
policies often lacked institutional continuity, measurable indicators, and stable executive mechanisms.
As a result, gender justice in Iran has remained highly dependent on changing political orientations and
governmental priorities.

In contrast, South Korea gradually institutionalized gender-related policies through administrative
reforms, gender-responsive budgeting, labor-market restructuring, and policy evaluation mechanisms.
Democratic transition, women’s movements, and integration into the global economy enabled gender
equality to move beyond discourse and become embedded within governance structures. The Korean
experience shows that gender justice policies become more effective when supported by institutional
stability, long-term planning, and measurable implementation frameworks.

The findings suggest that successful gender justice policies require the interaction of three
interconnected dimensions: conceptual clarity, institutionalization, and executive implementation. While
Iran has largely remained at the discursive level, South Korea has advanced toward institutional and
operational implementation. Therefore, the study concludes that sustainable progress in gender justice
depends not only on ideological commitment but also on governance capacity, policy continuity, and the
integration of gender-sensitive mechanisms into broader development planning systems.
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Tab. 1: Ranking Based on the Global Gender Gap Index (Authors, 2025).
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Tab. 2: Gender Gap Index (World Economic Forum).
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Graph. 1: Gender Gap Index (Authors, 2025).
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Tab. 3: Ranking Based on the Gender Inequality Index (Human Development Report).
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Tab. 4: Gender Inequality Index (Human Development Report).
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Graph. 2: Gender Inequality Index (Authors, 2025).
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Tab. 5: Ranking Based on the Gender Development Index (Human Development Report).
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Tab. 6: Gender Development Index and Human Development Index (Human Development Report).
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Graph. 3: Human Development Index (Authors, 2025).
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Graph. 4: Gender Development Index (Authors, 2025).
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Tab. 7: Iran’s Development Plans (Authors, 2025).

e Clas Slgis Gy,

2 aoby ol 33 as ST ccwl dapuiio Aol (! 1D Comi Eads0 g (i Clis & ax gl pas
Sygymd U s a8l il @l Lol cosds wulais sy G 35 )b 8y lie jl colos 859>

. ) Jol dxwgs Aol ys )
Ao Q—.’.l O )b._fdy’@ 3)_5\3‘9) 2> o UL.M; €y S Lg[mufb)‘)l 9 0319315 C)L@Lﬁ Lo
ol 0399 02lg5ls Lads Coglgl 0903 Bld b g (i yd 5,559,
P9 ‘.)J._>u Lol el dgpiio doliy 3l 53 cCaruin audge g (i Cllie & ds gl pas
As 45 G yaduie g 039 paue 03lgl lgts jl ol Jboopl b ad )3 )15 08T 5 )90 oolgils
’ £gd damgs doliys Y

Jenlear @by (ol 3 ang )90 )50 ggdge g2 Aalg sl (pl 0aiS e (o paS LS
dnwgi pgd Aol o3 )iyl sl 48 Col €y 0 G355 5 (U iojls saodlgls
ol 4B )3 dagid )90

by L alp o (b5 (Bl g anely Cudgip 0 ol €S)lte 5 (b5 gjlosialls 4 42
@S Gl g )9S (Sidlanwgs 13 (U5 whew 002 Vb slp W g )l 5 (S58 Blse | pgw duwgs Aol v
29458 Xy > Ul




polae plidazela s gl
VFod YA bylois 10 Jw I

San L and dibge Clgd g zilae (U 4 ooy Cliltel polaidl g Coinr cone Jlodsl sl
355 33 3358 3315 Bl 8 Lo s 5558 5 sy huugs idsals 5 05 GBS Caghl | pila g Ay | T

UL JCI Y
slie 35150 (mlelw 3ol jl 0dlgls I ColesP & gl so doliyy pl ol Clegdge alasjl
0b5 el 3 cules» &l Jlisl 5l dgamme colos? lgls Canyypw U5 5 Coles? Kodlgils

0, € y5590] yol 33 i gl & dngi D g Kol ¢ Clie Kiny duwg® K 5365 o | pomts dawg dolip o

9 sgPmagloizl Slge & g 3)l5 1y iz e g (65 Egdg0 8,13 dge (eSS LSl 8
ol 0lgls LB, U5 Dgie p ol plesal g aidly jemeodlgils

2 Cmild 2484 4 uastio Al by 0dlgils g 5 850> 4 aS (g0lge s I ) dArwgl i Aol
L Ve a5 ggo0d et 03lgil ofigds 5 01 8jg> L Laiye dlga I oo oy el aeliyy
. ! . . i dawgs Aol o £
liomo Jab (S, 50 0l 5 05 8555 Tosome syl 3 ol aBly ol o> ol & o 3
Lol 04 0493

S sl pd Cool 00 (15 0dlgils g U5 5je 5 yagaze Lol gl S o (63,550, b
K il g U (6)9)b £ (lj80 odlgls ity uSodd plas Slegidge uiin Aoy
Clgld Cauwyy (U5 (65lwdiodlg? g € oMl Jool (sluo y dnols 5 00lgils )5 5 s (ol
y oalgls liman quuiud Aol yume (saobd] )3 wiin dabyy 09y 0 slodas ol (sloygeo dlox ]
sl St )SiiS S plie 3 a5l 5l i |y 0 oKols g 1 e (gl b Lol ogilS
B3 o0 518 4257 )90 5l (ML Sl A g 03l b Cud 3 NS iy

e 9 sl « Ssleil Y50 ol prian (03)S0g) Sl conl dieglas g (ad (Lol prne S 181
Jitne 8500 SG plgiedy a5 sl cdel )3 (0 (220 sl bl b sl (21 el Ao B odgy
355 i cdlie g odii Ly curen b Sinyd  goliazsl dxwgi oS Glaal b cacus ) aSb ¢ wlbow
cL;,o}Qru L;Ltap%wf)uw) (Cumoyg L)"' awl 0dis J_tJ..u Lg)_’)d.ob).s L;Lo.».ml) J.«o‘ Q.S_’ O J.olf Cyguodo
)il (i sl plnb L 550 A lse (gl dnugs (sladoly cod)ls (s dgume s o cuslws (g)labl
] 0942 O‘):")b
S eashys ool 45 a0 g0 Lt (a3 (5l B3 o (rsi0)S Wty danwgs (slaaolyy S0 Byl
Sy 135103y (o |y (gladsyoin 5 (LolSS (2095 (ppme ¢ simniz el g (i Bl a4 angi oo
30 adsl (6)li8 il 5 oy (olwlii) 4o colasyd g (gyliml g dgume plesh 4 (gylid b (493 20 3 &S
‘(.r&\ﬂ/\o J_"a] 9 VaYe L?’L’L’ le.tbd&.)) A gl ) P)LP L;Ltbctol.&).: )° Jﬁ.wL;o (R Comni> 9 uL’) E)P
((ul.aL»..w d)uwo)) 9 (()9_914(‘»)9) d)L«aﬁ] J_Jb))) d_]a.w ‘L5_39.L.'~>b)5).) Axwgd Lg)l.@wt.w )prb d_]a.».o

NG ‘olf..\.?)li?)u.g,s.}b; Axmigd sWdoUy 1A Jgdo
Tab. 8: South Korea’s Development Plans (Authors, 2025).
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Abstract

This study explores the phenomenon of merit display in Tehran’s governmental organizations, defined as the
use of symbolic capital to secure professional positions without genuine competencies (knowledge, skills, or
performance). Merit display undermines meritocracy and organizational trust in bureaucratic settings with weak
oversight, a pressing issue in Tehran’s public sector where informal evidence suggests its prevalence. The research
aims to identify the causal factors, contextual conditions, action strategies, and consequences of merit display,
providing a localized framework to enhance meritocracy and trust. The main research question is: What are the
factors, contexts, strategies, and outcomes of merit display in Tehran’s governmental organizations? The primary
hypothesis posits that merit display arises from the interplay of individual, organizational, and socio-cultural
factors, resulting in diminished trust and meritocracy. Employing a qualitative grounded theory approach, data
were collected through 45- to 60-minute semi-structured interviews with 27 government employees in the second
half of 1403 (2024). Analysis involved open, axial, and selective coding using MAXQDA software, with credibility
ensured through triangulation (comparing interviews with observations and documents), member checking by 15
participants, and peer debriefing in three group discussions. Findings reveal that merit display is driven by causal
factors (feigned confidence, superficial self-presentation, unethical networking), contextual conditions (inefficient
bureaucratic structures, display-oriented culture, social media influence), and action strategies (displaying
confidence, superficial reports, informal relationships). These lead to reduced organizational trust, weakened
meritocracy, and eroded motivation and professional cohesion. Integrating theories by Bourdieu (1986), Spence
(1973), and Greenberg (1990), the study proposes practical solutions, including transparent evaluation systems,
fostering collaborative culture, and training managers to prioritize authentic competencies. Future research could
employ quantitative methods or explore managers’ perspectives to further advance understanding of merit display
in Iran’s public sector.
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1. Introduction

Meritocracy, a cornerstone of effective human resource management, emphasizes allocating positions
and opportunities based on genuine competencies such as knowledge, skills, and performance.
However, in bureaucratic environments with weak oversight, the phenomenon of merit display—using
symbolic capital like feigned confidence, superficial self-presentation, or unethical networking to gain
professional positions without authentic qualifications—poses a significant challenge. In Tehran’s
governmental organizations, the hub of Iran’s administrative activities, informal reports suggest merit
display undermines meritocracy and organizational trust. Unlike corruption or favoritism, merit display
operates within normative or deviant settings, leveraging symbolic cues to create a false impression of
competence. This study employs a grounded theory approach to explore the causal factors, contextual
conditions, action strategies, and consequences of merit display, aiming to provide a localized framework
for analysis and practical recommendations to strengthen meritocracy and trust. Existing literature,
including Bourdieu’s (1986) symbolic capital, Spence’s (1973) signaling theory, and Greenberg’s (1990)
organizational justice, offers theoretical insights but lacks application in Iran’s bureaucratic and cultural
context. This research fills this gap by addressing the unique socio-cultural and structural dynamics of
Tehran’s public sector.

2. Theoretical Framework

The study draws on Bourdieu’s (1986) concept of symbolic capital, which posits that individuals use
symbolic cues (e.g., professional demeanor, attire) to gain status without substantive qualifications.
Spence’s (1973) signaling theory complements this by highlighting how individuals project false
competencies to influence perceptions. Greenberg’s (1990) organizational justice framework underscores
the impact of perceived unfairness on trust and motivation, relevant to merit display’s consequences.
Additionally, studies like Goffman’s (1959) dramaturgical perspective and Turkle’s (2011) analysis
of social media’s role in self-presentation inform the socio-cultural dimensions. Empirical research,
such as Fani et al. (2012) on managerial competencies in Tehran and Shahnooshi and Dadkhah (2017)
on meritocracy barriers, highlights local challenges but lacks focus on merit display as a distinct
phenomenon. This study integrates these theories and empirical findings to analyze merit display in
Tehran’s context.

3. Methodology

A qualitative grounded theory approach, following Strauss and Corbin (1998), was employed to
explore merit display. Data were collected through 45- to 60-minute semi-structured interviews with 27
government employees in Tehran during the second half of 1403 (2024). Participants were selected via
purposive sampling to ensure diversity in age, gender, education, job role, and experience, achieving
theoretical saturation after 22 interviews, with five additional interviews for comprehensiveness.
Interview questions probed lived experiences, perceptions, and observations of merit display, such as:
“Have you observed individuals advancing through superficial displays of competence?” and ‘“What
organizational factors enable such behaviors?” Data were analyzed using open, axial, and selective
coding with MAXQDA software. Open coding identified initial categories (e.g., feigned confidence,
weak evaluation), axial coding organized them around the core category of merit display, and selective
coding developed the phenomenon’s storyline. Credibility was ensured through triangulation (comparing
interviews with observations and documents), member checking by 15 participants, and peer debriefing
in three group discussions. Ethical considerations included informed consent, confidentiality, and secure
data storage.
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4. Findings
The analysis revealed merit display as a systemic phenomenon in Tehran’s governmental organizations,
shaped by the interplay of causal factors, contextual conditions, action strategies, and consequences.

4-1. Causal Factors

- Individual Factors: Feigned confidence, superficial self-presentation (e.g., professional attire, flashy
presentations), and unethical networking (e.g., leveraging informal relationships) drive merit display.
For instance, a participant noted, “Some colleagues act overly confident in meetings, but their work
lacks depth, yet they get promoted due to managers’ lack of scrutiny.”

- Organizational Factors: Weak evaluation systems, lack of corrective feedback, and bureaucratic
complexities create oversight gaps, enabling merit display. One respondent stated, “Without transparent
evaluations, managers focus on flashy reports, not real work.”

- Socio-Cultural Factors: A display-oriented culture, amplified by social media (e.g., LinkedIn
profiles exaggerating expertise), and weak shared professional values encourage merit display. A
participant observed, “Some post professional content online, but their actual work is minimal.”

4-2. Contextual Conditions
- Inefficient Structures: Bureaucratic complexities and weak supervision facilitate merit display by
allowing superficial behaviors to go unchecked. A respondent remarked, “Complex structures make
oversight difficult; some advance with empty reports.”
- Display-Oriented Culture: Organizational and societal emphasis on appearances over substance
fosters merit display. One employee noted, “Flashy presentations get more attention than real work.”
- Social Media Influence: Platforms amplify false competency displays, especially in organizations
sensitive to public perception. A participant said, “LinkedIn posts make some look professional, but
their output is negligible.”

4-3. Action Strategies

Employees use strategies like displaying excessive confidence, producing superficial reports or
presentations, mimicking successful professionals, building informal relationships with managers, and
leveraging social media for visibility. For example, a respondent noted, “Some mimic managers’ styles
or use LinkedIn to appear competent, securing promotions despite weak performance.”

4-4. Consequences

- Reduced Organizational Trust: Merit display fosters distrust in promotion systems and perceptions of
unfairness. A participant stated, “When someone advances with flashy slides but no substance, trust in
the system erodes.”

- Weakened Meritocracy: The prioritization of appearances over competencies undermines merit-
based advancement, reducing organizational performance quality. One employee said, ‘“Promoting
unqualified people harms decision-making.”

- Eroded Motivation and Cohesion: Merit display demotivates competent employees and weakens
team collaboration, eroding professional culture. A respondent noted, “Seeing displayers succeed
discourages hardworking staff.”

5. Discussion
The findings align with Bourdieu’s (1986) symbolic capital, where individuals use superficial cues to
gain status, and Spence’s (1973) signaling theory, which explains false competency displays. Greenberg’s
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(1990) organizational justice framework highlights how perceived unfairness from merit display reduces
trust and motivation. The study extends these theories by contextualizing them in Tehran’s bureaucratic
and cultural setting, emphasizing local factors like bureaucratic complexities and social media’s role,
which prior studies (e.g., Turkle, 2011; Marwick, 2015) addressed in Western contexts. The research
also corroborates local studies (e.g., Fani et al., 2012) on weak evaluation systems but uniquely defines
merit display as distinct from corruption, filling a research gap.

Practical Implications: To counter merit display, organizations should:

1. Implement transparent, objective performance evaluation systems.

2. Establish regular, corrective feedback mechanisms.

3. Foster a culture prioritizing genuine competencies and collaboration.

4. Train managers to recognize authentic qualifications over superficial displays.

5. Regulate professional use of social media to curb false representations.

These measures can rebuild trust, strengthen meritocracy, and enhance professional cohesion.

Limitations: The study is limited to 27 employees in Tehran, potentially missing broader Iranian
contexts. The qualitative approach restricts statistical generalizability, and data exclude senior managers’
or policymakers’ perspectives. External factors like political or technological changes were not fully
explored.

6. Conclusion

Merit display in Tehran’s governmental organizations emerges from individual (e.g., feigned confidence),
organizational (e.g., weak evaluations), and socio-cultural (e.g., display-oriented culture) factors,
facilitated by strategies like superficial presentations and informal networking. It results in reduced
trust, weakened meritocracy, and eroded motivation. By integrating Bourdieu, Spence, and Greenberg’s
theories, this study offers a localized framework and practical solutions like transparent evaluations and
cultural reforms. Future research could use quantitative methods or explore senior managers’ views to
deepen understanding.
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Tab. 1: Summary of research conducted on meritocracy (Authors, 2025).
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Tab. 3: Causal factors of the phenomenon of merit-signaling (Authors, 2025).
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Tab. 4: Core category, codes, and descriptions (Authors, 2025).
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Tab. 5: Contextual conditions, codes, and descriptions (Authors, 2025).

sl b 970 5 § 397 Ugho

bl clp Blas slajlae g 68 (Hlas slapiu g5 9 Oyl > cans
S o wlyd 1y losdiugls Sl 4 o Shos <)

ool Sl M &S sdme Sl Soye sla,lisle Lol ela it Lo
/LS’) &3 . Lo )§9)9’L5) dh’bém W) _d)

‘) é«««)lﬂ) 09 u&)m.u dl).g o.)l.&.’b»l;y» u&ol 9 b))f . MI)KL

B . SS9y
SSS o ol )

ol 5 plolis lp Mol 5535k slaplss 395 [ slayss il 39008

Ablodnls a3, NE

o) a5le) (yal Sles 4 ajl e (US55

(H8ly 2,8des b 4 (298550

a2 S Glejles Sinjd 53 (il (slaglis, gl | 5 A il Sind
830 B (HBly (Stwld b 4 glesdg (leidg>

L ol glacol, o5 cn LS, (sl (la syl lads [ sla b)) o cams

lgoe p oo Cogll

Slojlw Kin )

ol p e

S o (3295 (Aly gy s> 4 S yide (gldd >

Y¥A



Y¥4

(y I &
/J "‘,‘U’&E/‘: O g Nighugs

Sluiyoals i3 3,519 IS (P93 SWOejlus 3 (o diamtlis Bupoy gyt

G plijl @l glale,  slapyily j ool sasis b
- R90E plleipe ool sl loslo 40 03gdy da Siwslis GcLo.ol
wloddiawls & ol sla)lisy 4 cloin] (o)l 55 S inled Kim 8

5 eloaal sl

ool
S o s Slb s clabama 1, RN S

S iy OIS il b w3 e Sl S8 4y oS eles!

yUas 5 G ol colyas g shlal 5o aalST sloglas (olaglis Lus Ty S5 gilojlow (glrylisLuw .
b lesdinnld 4508 o ol ) (olpi olite sLadygil 295 5 « Sl sla Stz bl s
Ty ol 8l aS st castmam (slaMs daimd Lo 5 oud glsuiwl Anslbas (slaodld 5l e S ol L aS o Jupows
i3 g0 g 2Bly (Sianlds 900 Cdpiiy (sl (ot SlbLyI L ol ioles

adnis Lo olojlus )3 Uy (5155 lg cJw Vo= V0 cato)lS 0 (6 87emly) JoB S5 : ligyl g co)Uas )5 clinio
ety dyiome Iy (St Gl i L (o oS0 an g bl )3 j5imn L (2 sla 35S a0 o
lesdgs sy ol byl Glas (glanlono 39 00 Al (glinylS 63, g cillie s el ol S
1S o Cignians |y (g ¥l il o iloglus slatel 03, it 3

bz (olSop9) (b Bo=FY ¢ Shee jie A (S wl) JsB i 1 Sl)Sys sla Sz
Sl IS L (o S e g oy bl b hdackyy Loyl L Luas 00,8 coeu gy Las
by il lainyl8 85 Sl g ety olesdimmls Sl GLads ool edS Sy Laojay Iy i o
Ay o gl

sleylidy colace 3)553L (g (Ul Be (YL iyl e VF (c85usl) o8 s reaie (cladyesib 09
S ol €opsSise iyl g 03 o yly8 il o) e Sicid Lo b So .oy od (mlwliss iules
e alS Ty el ploxas! 5 £l plias abs slatel codeiio pgliss |y oslas il

G dyoma o yalls coglgl Joli s ioles oisiten lajlos Simyd 1 oled i (Slojlur Sitnyd .Y
S ot (ABly 0 Sles slrar cioles glayli) 4o ]y ol 3l Syt (gladys (sla gl chnio g o olesogs

s Graciige Lehh (gl cJlw Yom TV lidylS W (655Emb) JB s Hliome o yalls copgly]
ol ( Samyd ol B 1 S 2 ) 5 « S0 laddul b (oo so 0925 (2815,
g0 bl La byl an slesel g Jurens

D85 5 4l gy oanS ST :(Jlus Yom V0 i)§ N0 (g85asly) JpB i 1 oladogd 5 dngi > Simys
(S ol el S (B (g e B pd Said L b (o ab oo 003 piden ol 09 o)
WS (oo ipriat ) (oS () 8o g Coii]) (plodainle

(95 Chled JLs damy (Yl Fom ¥V ulidylS VY (65530mly) JsB 5 s Spntio slad> sl bl cino
9 ot ) (led il chnd oyl €350 oS 0 (B (Jg )8 iyt Sutd L L (oo S 00
A o yualS) slads sl

s 5tales Simyd o celain] saSis Lol slaslu) g cslanl @lpiliz glailuy g osloial OlSG .Y
S e caei ) (pledaiugls aS conl celoal codlis iab 5 osloza]

148> 99395 38 55 Loty (L Fom ) i)l A (5850) JpB s 1 oo lozn] (slaeSots b
S o S @Il colly 5 Jaras ) 3 (oloiil celosal sladSends opua b 0g)lS (5 003 o0 03



A==,

polae plidazela s gl ~

VFod YA bylois 10 Jw I

(s 8ilos Lo dxal 55 (Ul 00=FY ( Sloo e WY (555Ely) Jp B 1 colara] (g8 inlas Samyd
h (ledatunls « Samb ool cd by ol glaasis o5 collad b (S0 d g0 0030 (Sl 3l i
A2 o gualSly gldadys slexel s cogds

a0 eeel GBlis (slaylins 39450 (Ul Yom ¥ ¢ oliin)lS V¥ (soSly) JsB 5 1 e lon] cudlits canis
3 o (o) eloraldlazel g 52985y (ledatunlis (b ol € o3S Cdping Gioles b Liasy

(b Al By 53 Jos sladpal, F-F

Slololy S’y s aanlds G gl lace)S 4wl oylal olaylidy gl giliwl 4 Jos (slasyal,
ooy las (Lo Sl g outrzlyseul (oS glaodls jllaspmly ol Wy oo Bas (ably (Siunlts 9o (glady>
Ay e gl |y

OFeF (QB5,50) Silowrog g S Jos slaopal, 17 Jgt>

Tab. 6: Action strategies, codes, and descriptions (Authors, 2025).
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