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Abstract

The main purpose of this study is to compare the views of social scientists and experts, and the public
views on the phenomenon of social malingering and its contexts of formation in social interactions
and everyday life. From the point of view of experts, social malingering includes specific actions
and interactions that are associated with irresponsibility, rationalization, pretension. this social action
manifests itself in various ways in everyday interactions and should not be simplified to just one aspect
of it. in addition, social malingering is understandable in the plotting of its causal conditions, contextual
conditions, and mediator conditions, and in the network among those conditions and social malingering
as a strategy for dealing with them and their consequences. from a public point of view, social malingering
in the oscillation among disintegration and social dependency is also a strategy for survival in conditions
of social anomy. circumstances in which the decline in social capital, on the one hand, and the existence
of many motives for revenge of the community, on the other, lead individuals to avoid responsibility
and shirk their legal and moral duties. This qualitative research shows that public views support the
Perspective of experts; the difference is that, in the specialized perspectives among social scientists, the
emphasis is on the central phenomenon of protest against cultural and social conditions, but in the public
views among common people, the emphasis is on survival strategies that lead to both the survival of
individuals and the survival of society.

Keywords: Social Malingering, Protest, Revenge, Lack of Ontological Security, Individuality Cult,

Survival Strategies.
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1. Introduction

In social interactions and daily life, malingering can be seen in various ways to escape from responsibility.
malingering is a significant research in medicine, especially in prisons, barracks, and some public and
private offices and organizations; but it is not only related to health and social ethics. in addition, the
evidence shows that we like to find reasons and factors other than our own performance or inaction for
things and place the responsibility of incidents on others. the main purpose of this study is to compare
the views of social scientists and experts, and the public views on the phenomenon of social malingering
and its contexts of formation in social interactions and everyday life. We want to understand why and
how does the avoidance of performing legal and moral duties with reference to external and unjustified
factors appear in social interactions and daily life? And at the same time, what is the difference between
the views of experts and the general public regarding this phenomenon?

According to experts, malingering is not an individual problem; rather, it stems from a major
cultural and psychological problem in society; however most psychiatric and psychological research on
malingering seeks to diagnose it and sometimes seeks to treat it from a psychological point of view. using
the concept of social malingering in the sociological context, this study seeks to analyze the contexts
of formation and emergence of the avoidance of performing legal and moral duties with reference to
external and unjustified factors in social interactions and daily life.

This question is raised, what are the requirements and commitments for checking the meaning and
concept of this social phenomenon?, what do sociologists understand about social malingering and how
do they define its conceptual space?, in particular, by comparing the public views and the views of social
science experts in this research, we seek to find out under what causal conditions social malingering
in social interactions and daily life emerges. what are the Contextual Conditions in the occurrence of
social malingering?, what are the intervening factors in the occurrence of social malingering?, what
strategies do people use for social malingering and what are the strategies for dealing with them in social
interactions and daily life usually?, what are the views of people who do social malingering about their
performance? and comparing the opinions of social science experts and the general public in this regard,
what are the similarities and differences?

2. Materials and Methods

This research is a qualitative study in which the opinions of social science experts and public
views about the phenomenon of social malingering and the contexts of its formation in everyday
life are examined. for this purpose, the views of experts on social malingering in the research of
Isamaleki et al. (1399) and general views in this regard in the research of Isamaleki et al. (1400) as
available samples and cases for study to achieve a more accurate and deeper understanding of the
phenomenon of Social malingering have been compared. therefore, this research can be seen as a
kind of comparative sociology, which, following Durkheim (1938: 139), is not a specific field, but
sociology itself. and he tries not to be satisfied with just his description and to explain the will of
the events. the point of departure for this kind of research is to accept and emphasize that thinking
without comparison is not possible; and in the absence of comparison, scientific research does not
take place.

Yo
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According to the aforementioned explanations, this research can also be considered as a kind of
qualitative meta - analysis. by explaining that, qualitative research describes independent perspectives
of a phenomenon that is the specific experience of a particular group; and the combination of these
studies in a qualitative meta-synthesis shows the common experiences of the said phenomenon and its
different aspects (Aguirre and Bolton, 2014: 283). in order to describe and explain the formation of the
phenomenon of social malingering, this research looks at the similarities and differences of the views of
experts and the general public regarding causal conditions, Contextual Conditions, intervening conditions
and its consequences. also, in order to achieve scientific accuracy and validation of the research, in
addition to specifying the comparative cases by mentioning the name, using the peer debriefing, the
rick and thick description, and the verification techniques, we tried to make conceptual eqivalence and
measurement equivalence in such a way that the conceptual ground used among social scientists and the

general public is appropriate for comparison.

3. Data

From the point of view of experts, social malingering includes specific actions and interactions that
are associated with irresponsibility, justification, and pretension. this social action manifests itself in
various ways in everyday interactions and should not be simplified to just one aspect of it. in addition,
social malingering is understandable in the plotting of its causal conditions, contextual conditions, and
mediator conditions, and in the network among those conditions and social malingering as a strategy for
dealing with them and their consequences. according to social science experts, in a society where there
is a lack of ontological security, bad governance, ideological morality, individuality cult, weakening of
social morality, and anomaly of individuals and reference groups, members of society are protesting
and they do social malingering; The result of such life-world is a decline in social capital and the
unpredictability of social behavior. from a public point of view, social malingering in the oscillation
among disintegration and social dependency is also a strategy for survival in conditions of social anomy.
circumstances in which the decline in social capital, on the one hand, and the existence of many motives
for revenge of the community, on the other, lead individuals to avoid responsibility and shirk their legal

and moral duties.

4. Discussion

The phenomenon of social malingering emerges in the dialectic of its causal, contextual and intervening
factors and in the mutual relationship with them leads to the production and reproduction of itself and
them, and according to the fluidity of social phenomena, the most important way to prevent and reduce
the phenomenon of social malingering is to constantly monitor it in social actions and interactions;
understanding how this social action in social interactions and daily life both creates the social world
and is its product; in this way, correct confrontation with this social phenomenon can help to prevent
and reduce it.

5. Conclusion
This qualitative research shows that public views support the Perspective of experts; the difference is
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that, in the specialized perspectives among social scientists, the emphasis is on the central phenomenon
of protest against cultural and social conditions, but in the public views among common people, the
emphasis is on survival strategies that lead to both the survival of individuals and the survival of society;
thus, social malingering in the oscillation among disintegration and social dependency is a strategy for
survival in conditions of social anomy. this study shows that the practice of social malingering and the
theorems and the resources that affect it, are constantly and actively engaged in building and rebuilding
each other; this is why social malingering and its functional disorders in political, social, economic and

cultural institutions appear and manifest in various ways in social interactions and everyday life.
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Fig. 1: Different dimensions of social malingering (Isamaleki et al., 2021: 33).
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Tab. 1: Axial codes related to social malingering from the perspective of social science experts (Authors, 2021).
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Tab. 2: Axial codes related to social Malingering from the Common People (Authors, 2021).
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Fig. 2: Theoretical model of the protest phenomenon and social malingering strategy (Isamaleki ez al., 2021: 44).
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Fig. 3: Model derived from data analysis on social malingering from public perspectives among the Common People
(Isamalaki et al., 2021)
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Abstract

In the present study, the economic, social, and psychological consequences of unwanted singleness were
examined for unmarried girls aged 35 to 50 in the cities of Islamabade Gharb, Dalahu, Sarpolezahab,
and Gilane Gharb. The research method is based on a quantitative paradigm and using a survey with a
sample size of 385 unmarried girls aged 35 to 50. The most common problems of unmarried girls are
economic problem (providing the necessities of daily life, economic burden, unpaid work for the family
and others), negative psychological consequences (fear of the), social stigma (social rejection) and then
social communication. (Communication with relatives) has been. The aforementioned consequences
for girls have been different according to their personal, economic and social characteristics as well
as their place of residence. Girls over 40 years old, Dalho County, rural areas, lower education, low
economic and social base, unemployed or housewife had negative economic, social and psychological
consequences. The increase in the negative consequences of the problem will gradually lead to the
emergence of new social harms and new sexual norms, which requires knowing the consequences and
making policies and planning to reduce the negative consequences of unwanted celibacy for girls.
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1. Introduction

With the economic and social developments of society, some changes have been observed in the family
institution. Among these changes, we can mention the increase or delay in the age of marriage for both
sexes, the decrease in the generality of marriage and the increase in definitive celibacy, the increase in
divorce, the increase in the proportion of women’s economic participation, the increase in the proportion
of women heads of households, and the decrease in fertility.

A study of'the proportion of unmarried girls aged 30 to 40 in the 1395 census shows that the proportion
of celibacy in the provinces of Ilam, Kermanshah, Lorestan, Kohgiluyeh, and Boyer Ahmad had the
worst situation. And the counties of Gilan-e Gharb, Dalahu, Islamabad-e Gharb, and Sar-e Pul-e Zahab
in Kermanshah province also had the worst situation in this regard. Given the severity of the marriage
crisis in the aforementioned counties, celibacy has developed, it is unwanted celibacy, and this type of
celibacy should be seen differently from the desired celibacy that existed in the past and present throughout
the country. The hardship of marriage for unmarried girls can lead to singleness at the individual level,
which has economic, social, and psychological consequences for girls, and at the social level, it leads
to a delay in the age of marriage, an increase in the proportion of singleness and definitive singleness,
and a decrease in fertility. Changes in the family and marriage in Iran coincide with the problem of
employment, housing, and youth marriage, which can be a crisis if not paid attention to. Therefore, it is
necessary to understand the individual, social, economic, and psychological consequences of singleness
for girls in areas where the percentage of singleness is higher than the national average in order to lay
the groundwork for economic and social policymaking. Therefore, the aim of the present study is to
investigate the economic, social, and psychological consequences of singleness for unmarried girls aged
35 to 50 in the western counties of Kermanshah province (Islamabad-e Gharb, Dalahu, Gilan-e Gharb,
Sarpolzahab).

2. Materials and Methods

The present study is a survey type and the statistical population includes all never married girls aged 35
to 50 years in the cities of Islamabad Gharb, Dalahu, Sarpolzahab and Gilan Gharb. According to the
Cochran formula, the sample size of this study is estimated at 385 people. The sampling method in this
study was a multi-stage cluster (for rural and urban areas of each city). The item measurement method
was using a 6-option Likert scale (not at all code 0, very little code 1, little code 2, average code 3,
high code 4 and very high code 5). Therefore, the range of changes was zero to five and in the report
describing the economic, social and psychological consequences; the average range was zero to five.
The validity of the research indicators was of the type of face validity, which was validated using the
opinions of the professors of the sociology department of Razi University. Cronbach’s alpha and factor
analysis were used for the reliability of the indicators.

3. Data

The average economic outcome of unmarried girls was 3.22. The most common economic problem of
unmarried girls was meeting daily needs and wants, supporting the family financially, and doing unpaid
work for the family and those around them. The average economic problem of girls in Dalahu County, in
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rural areas, was higher than that of other subclasses, being over 40 years old, having primary education,
unemployed, and having a low economic and social status.

The average social connection of unmarried girls was 2.94. Unmarried girls had more contact with
friends and participated less in family ceremonies. The average social connection of unmarried girls in
Dalahu County, who were over 40 years old, illiterate, and having a low economic and social status was
lower than that of other subclasses.

Due to the blame from those around them, single girls face high stigma and social pressure, and social
acceptance of single life was lower. The stigma and social pressure of unmarried girls in Dalahu County,
in rural areas, were higher than that of others, being under 40 years old, having primary education,
unemployed, and having a low economic and social status.

The average negative psychological outcome for single girls was 3.02, which was above average, and
the most important negative psychological outcome for single girls was fear of the future and lack of
emotional support. The highest negative psychological outcome was for single girls in Dalahu County,
in rural areas, with lower education, housewives, and over 40 years old.

The positive psychological outcome for single girls was below average (1.98). In this context, the
average of the items of mental independence, strengthening personal morality, and self-improvement
were higher than the items of a happy life away from depression, and feeling calm. The lowest average
positive psychological outcome was for girls in Sarpolzahab County, rural areas, primary education,
unemployed, over 40 years old, and girls with low economic and social status.

4. Discussion

The findings showed that the most common problems of single girls were, respectively, economic
problems (providing daily necessities, financial burden, unpaid work for the family and those around
them), negative psychological consequences (fear of the future and lack of emotional support),
social stigma (social lack of acceptance), and then social connection (connection with relatives).
This finding was consistent with the results of research by Shahanvoz and Azamzadeh (2018) on
financial security, Qaneezabadi (2015) on lack of income and fear of the future, Goffman’s social
stigma (2017), Farzizadeh’s social exclusion (2014), and Sadeghi and Shokfateh Gohari’s feelings of
loneliness (2017).

5. Conclusion

The economic, social, and psychological consequences for single girls varied depending on their
individual, economic, and social characteristics, as well as their place of residence. Among the cities
studied, single girls in Dalahu had more negative consequences and in Gilan-e Gharb had fewer negative
consequences. In general, girls over 40 years of age, living in rural areas, having lower education, low
economic and social status, unemployed or housewife status, living with a brother or father, or relatives
had more problems in terms of economic, social, and psychological consequences. In other words, girls
who had more economic, social, or cultural capital had fewer problems in their daily lives as singles,
suffered less stigma and social pressure, and also gained more positive psychological consequences
(mental independence and self-development).
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The increase in the negative consequences of the problem will gradually lead to the emergence of
new social harms and new sexual norms, which in a society with a traditional context and foundation will
appear in the form of creating areas of duality, conflicting emotions, anxiety and uncertainty, redefining
oneself and identity-giving roles, internal conflict, and clashing belief systems, which requires awareness
of the consequences and policy-making and planning to reduce the negative consequences of unwanted

celibacy for girls.
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Tab. 1: Economic consequences of unmarried girls (Authors, 2023).
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Tab. 2: Average economic outcome of unmarried girls by city, region, age, and education of respondents (Authors, 2023).
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Tab. 3: Factor loading, Cronbach’s alpha, and mean of social communication items for unmarried girls (Authors, 2023).
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Tab. 4: Comparison of average social connections by city, region, age, and education of respondents (Authors, 2023).
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Tab. 5: Factor loading, Cronbach’s alpha, and mean items of the stigma and social pressure index (Authors, 2023).
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Tab. 6: Comparison of average stigma and social pressure according to respondents’ characteristics (Authors, 2023).
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Tab. 7: Factor loading, Cronbach’s alpha, and mean items of the Negative Psychological Outcome Index (Authors,
2023).
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Tab. 8: Comparison of average negative psychological outcomes by city, region, and education (Authors, 2023).
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Tab. 9: Factor loading, Cronbach’s alpha, and mean items of the Positive Psychological Outcome Index (Authors, 2023).
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Tab. 10: Comparison of average positive psychological outcomes by city, region, age, and education (Authors, 2023).
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Abstract

In developing countries, the economy consists of two sectors, formal and informal. Due to the
impossibility of attending and working in the official sector, part of the social inferior groups choose
to work in the informal sector for activity and survival. Shoti are as outcasts who have no legitimacy
in the dominant discourses and are visible only as the dominant order defines them in its logic. Due
to the necessity of the established order, the Shoti have been thrown out of the train of development
inequality, and their activity in the path of uneven and unbalanced development is the only way for them
to survive. Using the critical ethnographic method, the present study has addressed the causes of the
emergence and spread of the phenomenon of Shoti among the residents of the marginal neighborhoods
of Khorram Abad city, taking into account the critical life world of the activists. The studied population
has been selected as a sample of 25 people involved in the shooting phenomenon by using the purposeful
sampling method, 15 of them were present in Khorramabad Central Prison due to smuggling of goods
and 10 others were outside the prison with They were semi-structured interviews. The findings have
been expressed using open and axial coding, on two descriptive and analytical levels. The findings
show: extreme economic poverty, unemployment, structural discrimination, people’s positive mentality
towards this phenomenon, ease of traffic on the roads, the temptation to achieve high income, social
rejection and justifying and legitimizing their work in the emergence and expansion of the phenomenon.
Shottis have been effective among the residents of the outskirts of Khorram Abad city. Overall, the
Shoti phenomenon is a reflection of structural inequalities and chronic underdevelopment in the western
regions of the country, the continuation and reproduction of which will be inevitable without fundamental
economic and social reforms.
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1. Introduction

Sustainable employment is one of the most basic human needs and the most important indicators
of social welfare. In contrast, unemployment is a destructive phenomenon that leaves far-reaching
consequences in social, economic, cultural and psychological dimensions. The failure of the Iranian
economic structure to create sufficient job opportunities, especially for the young population, has led a
large part of the workforce to move towards informal and risky jobs. One of the clear manifestations of
this situation in Lorestan Province is the spread of the “shoti” phenomenon.

Shoti refers to people who, in order to make a living, transport smuggled goods on the country’s roads
in light and modified vehicles. The high speed of these vehicles, which sometimes reaches more than
200 kilometers per hour, has led to their being named “shoti”. The activity of the shotis is considered
a new counterpart to the kolbari in the western regions and the fuel carrier in the eastern and southern
regions of Iran, and in addition to creating road hazards, it is considered a serious threat to the lives of
the shotis and other drivers. This expansion of informal and risky jobs cannot be explained solely at the
individual level, but rather this phenomenon is meaningful within the framework of macro-economic
and social structures and can be analyzed in direct connection with processes such as poverty, structural
inequalities, marginalization, labor market instability, and unbalanced development.

A look at the situation of Lorestan shows that this province is among the less developed provinces
of the country in the main development indicators, including poverty, unemployment, and inequality.
This underdevelopment is evident in many social and economic indicators, including the misery index.

Despite the extent and multidimensional consequences of this phenomenon, few scientific studies
have so far identified its social and economic roots. As a result, there is a serious research gap in this
field. The present study, with a critical ethnographic approach and focusing on the lifeworld of the
Shotis in the city of Khorramabad, seeks to answer this fundamental question: What are the causes of
the emergence and spread of the Shotis phenomenon in the city of Khorramabad?

2.Materials and Methods

In this study, a qualitative method of critical ethnography was used to achieve the answer to the problem
and research objectives. The aim of the qualitative approach in research is to obtain information
available in a specific field and to gain a deeper and more profound understanding of phenomena that
are not possible through a quantitative approach. Qualitative research is conducted in the real world
and identifies very subtle and profound issues. Qualitative research also studies human relationships
by acknowledging their plural and individualized truth in their lives (Flick, 1403: 15). In critical
ethnography, the role of the researcher is prominent and goes beyond mere description and usually
takes a stance according to his or her values. Therefore, a critical researcher is a pragmatic individual
who, in addition to understanding the world, seeks to change it and operates based on his or her basic
assumptions, such as the authenticity of change, justice, and freedom. Then, by reconstructing the data,
he or she tries to reveal the hidden depths of exploitation, power, and unfavorable conditions. In this
entire process, reflective thinking, meaning referring to oneself and recognizing one’s own thoughts and
beliefs, prevails (Karaspikaan, 1996: 4).
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3. Target society

The participants of the present study are the Shoti of Khorramabad city, and the sample size, considering
the theoretical saturation level, was 25 people involved in the research problem. 15 of these people
were present in Khorramabad Central Prison due to smuggling of goods (Shoti), and after necessary
coordination with the relevant authorities, they were selected using purposive sampling method, and

another 10 people were selected outside the prison using theoretical and purposive sampling method.

4. Data Analysis

Open and axial coding methods were also used to analyze the data. In the open coding stage, the data
are broken down, analyzed, compared, and categorized, and in axial coding, hypothetical relationships
between categories are made. The reliability of the present study was obtained based on three criteria:
angularity, member control or respondent validity, and reflection. In the present study, angularity validity
was obtained by asking the research questions to the study subjects at different times and conditions, and
then comparing the answers at different times and places. In the next stage, these answers were matched
with what is done in practice to maximize angularity and, as a result, the credibility of the research.
Also, in collecting information for the present study, in addition to the researcher, other observers and
interviewers were also used, and then the findings of several researchers were compared with each other.
To gain credibility, the opinions of the study subjects were used in formulating the research questions,
and after each interview, the notes and points taken were referred to the respondents, and the views, as
well as the respondent’s disagreement or agreement with these points, were taken into account. Finally,
the general findings of the present study were presented to some of the respondents, in order to best
ensure the credibility of the present study in the eyes of the respondents. An effort was made to follow
the principle of reflection as much as possible.

5. Conclusion

In this study, the Shoti were studied as a representation of poverty and deprivation in the marginal
neighborhoods of Khorramabad city. This phenomenon can be analyzed along with other informal and
risky activities such as kolbari and fuel hauling in the west and southwest of Iran; where the workforce in
deprived communities, due to unemployment, economic pressure and the temptation to achieve higher
income, inevitably accept the role of intermediary in the transfer of smuggled goods and take great risks
to meet the most basic needs of livelihood; risks that sometimes cost their lives, property and the lives
of others.

The research findings show that life in the marginal neighborhoods of Khorramabad is accompanied
by repeated experiences of social exclusion, deprivation and a sense of injustice among the residents.
From the Shoti’s perspective, they are part of the outcasts of an unjust social system that poverty,
unemployment and severe economic pressure have left them with no other path than entering the cycle
of Shoti. Most participants emphasized that if there were stable and fair job opportunities, they would
never have resorted to such risky activities. Therefore, it can be said that the lived experience of the
Shotis is a mixture of poverty, unemployment, inequality and exclusion that has led them to a forced
choice. Although in some cases the temptation to achieve a high income plays a role, often entering this
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path is not voluntary, but rather a result of necessity and subsistence compulsion.

Finally, the phenomenon of Shotis cannot be considered simply an economic violation or individual
choice, but rather it must be interpreted as the product of the interaction of structural, economic, social
and political conditions of deprived areas. Shotis is a social construct that has been formed in the context
of poverty, unemployment, inequality, centralization and the dominance of the rentier-community
economy and has led the marginalized to a risky path.

The Shotis consider their activity to be a “double-edged sword”; On the one hand, it provides daily
livelihoods, and on the other hand, it is accompanied by serious threats such as anxiety, road accidents,
the risk of shooting, and the possibility of legal punishment. This lived experience shows that the main
problem is the structures that deprive people of fair and sustainable job opportunities and push them
towards such activities.

Therefore, understanding streetwalking requires moving beyond a purely pathological approach and
paying attention to the cycles of poverty and inequality reproduction in deprived areas. The solution
to confronting this phenomenon lies not only in law enforcement actions, but also in reforming socio-
economic structures, creating sustainable job opportunities, and strengthening social justice and balanced
development.
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Tab. 1: Background information of participants (Authors, 2023).
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Tab. 2: Summary of concepts and categories related to the emergence of the job of a shoti in the city of Khorramabad
(Authors, 2023).
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Abstract

Drawing the border between friend and enemy, insider and outsider is one of the mechanisms for building
collective identities and group and national cohesion. In many cases, this is the sovereign of a political
order that has the possibility and authority to draw such boundaries with a self-founded decision. In a
revolutionary situation, the protesting people do not consider such legitimacy for the sovereign and seek
to draw a border that considers him as “them” and the people as “us”. Therefore, in the years leading up
to the revolution, a bipolar atmosphere always dominates the society, which forms an important part of
the political culture of the protesters. This article, by using the theories of Carl Schmidt and documentary
method and studying researches, interviews and related documents, seeks to answer the question of how
the students of Tehran during the reign of Pahlavi II fueled political otherizing and how they organized
the university environment based on the political dichotomies between students and the established
political regime. The findings show that the translation of union affairs into political affairs had an
effective role in building, stabilizing and reproducing this bipolarity. The blurring of the boundaries of
trade union and political matter caused ambiguity of the cause of protest and dissatisfaction, and this
ambiguity aggravated the politicization of the university environment. Due to this kind of intensification
of conflicts and political tensions, any action that showed the slightest connection with the established
regime or the officials was interpreted as compromise or betrayal.
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1. Introduction

One of the indicators by which the level of political development of a society can be measured is the
quality of the relationship between the state and the nation. In a situation where intermediary institutions
have facilitated dialogue between society and the state, interested groups will be able to pursue their
demands through civil and trade union channels. But in the absence of such institutions, governance
falls into the abyss of inefficiency; the state and the nation become alienated from each other, and
governments see no need to engage in dialogue with society and interested groups.

One of the groups that were both a product of the implementation of development programs in the
country and had a negative stance towards the way these programs were implemented was university
students. After Shahrivar 1941, the university has always been the scene of overt and covert political
protests, and students at different stages expressed this protest in different forms. The 1940s and
1950s are a special period in Iran’s contemporary history, and the Cold War between the two power
blocs led to the world being interpreted in the form of a bipolar model in which the forces of good
and evil were aligned against each other. Student protests were no exception to this general rule, and
the political culture that dominates the university space has played an important role in determining
methods of struggle, identifying insider and outsider groups, explaining the causes of dissatisfaction
with the established political regime and the performance of the rulers. Accordingly, this article seeks
to examine how students’ sense of alienation from the political system manifested itself in their daily
lives and struggles, what assumptions students used to fuel this alienation, and how they expressed their
dissatisfaction with the gap and distance they had with the government.

2. Materials and Methods

The second Pahlavi dynasty was a period of prevalence and dominance of ideologies that, by presenting
political and religious meta-narratives, promised a new future that would be achieved through a
revolutionary transition from the status quo. Universities were also one of the important centers of
political activity in those years. Since the university’s political activity was a function of the political
atmosphere of parties and groups outside the university, protesting and revolutionary students played a
greater role in controlling the university’s public space. Their antagonistic attitude towards politics also
led the university’s political atmosphere to construct a bipolar space.

This attitude assumed the certainty of the boundary between right and wrong and the inviolability of
the criteria by which friends and enemies were determined. Therefore, one of the important components
that accelerated the process of students becoming politicized was the division of the political space into
two poles of good and evil, or right and wrong.

This bipolar atmosphere has played a decisive role in the politicization of individuals, groups, and
parties. In such a situation, condemning the opposing front does not require analysis and examination
of the situation, and each group simply has to be ready to condemn it as soon as the opponent takes a
position. This bipolar situation extends the political to the most detailed and trivial matters, and at the
same time, it makes systematic and rational reflection on the political irrelevant.

At the university, professors and critical students saw political virtue in distancing themselves from
the political system of the time. But this politicized atmosphere also led to constant demarcations
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between professors and students themselves. It seems that both groups wanted to enjoy the benefits of
teaching or studying at the university while at the same time maintaining their distance from the existing
political system.

3. Discussion

The lack of a proper understanding of the connection between one’s identity and the other leads to the
perception of an unbridgeable distance between the two, as if the life and existence of one is dependent
on the death and destruction of the other, while both need the other to maintain their existence. The
political culture of protest that prevailed in universities in the last two decades of the second Pahlavi
dynasty was influenced by such an atmosphere. Accordingly, any decision or action was considered a
conspiracy simply because it was attributed to the ruling political system. This opposition had become
the dominant form of student relations with each other and with professors, without necessarily having
any specific concrete content.

Interpreting events through political polarities caused union affairs to take on a political flavor, and
students turned to political stances to resolve union issues.

Translating union demands into political protest would have made the politicization of students a
fluid and formless process in which no action could quell their dissatisfaction and anger. Although the
initial source of the protest was union issues, translating this dissatisfaction into political protest would
have obliterated the initial motivation for the protest. In such a situation, political protest becomes a
hysterical desire that lacks a final object and no end can be imagined for new political demands.

Political subjects always want something other than what they demand, and achieving their desires
not only does not satisfy them, but it also increases their dissatisfaction and makes them think of a new
plan for a new demand. The hysterical use of political language, by intensifying the conflict of interests,

makes students’ intervention in various matters seem more justified.

4. Conclusion
This article sought to understand one of the dimensions of the political culture of protesting and
revolutionary students in Tehran during the second Pahlavi era. Relying on various methods of political
othering and establishing and reproducing an antagonistic relationship between students and the
established political regime was one of the most important ways in which students fueled and perpetuated
their protests. The protesting students considered any form of interaction and relationship with university
officials a negative point in their record and tried in every way to absolve themselves of such accusations.
On the other hand, any form of functioning of the university system was interpreted as an attempt to
reconstruct and reproduce the authoritarian system, and university officials were considered agents and
henchmen of the Pahlavi regime. This intensified radicalism in the student atmosphere; a radicalism that
made it impossible to draw a line between the university’s general functions and political repression,
fueling public opposition to the programs and actions of university officials, and as a result, political
opposition and protest became a constant and ubiquitous phenomenon.

This form of insistence on protest made opposition to the status quo an end in itself, and for this
reason the goal of the protest was to maintain or exacerbate problems in order to continue the protest.
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Othering, with the aim of insisting on an irreconcilable antagonistic relationship that recognizes no
path to compromise or agreement, leads to the development of a political subculture that considers the
only form of conflict in the political arena to be an attempt to eliminate the other from the field. What
is neglected in such circumstances is addressing the question of whether all existing shortcomings and
deficiencies should be considered antagonistic problems or whether some of the dissatisfaction can be
resolved within the existing framework.
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Abstract

Every now and then we hear stories about superstitious beliefs such as the unluckiness of the number 13.
The aim of this study is to investigate the level of superstition and the factors affecting it among women
in Marivan. The statistical population of the present study is all women aged 18 to 50 in Marivan.
According to the 1395 general census and the Cochran formula, the sample size was estimated at 309
people; cluster and convenience sampling methods were used to collect data in the city’s neighborhoods
(Dar Siran, Belche Sur, and Jangal Bani). The data collection tools are Foroughi Moghadam’s Superstition
Tendency Questionnaire (2009), Melvin Simon’s Social Alienation Questionnaire, and Glock and Stark’s
Religiosity Questionnaire. The findings were analyzed using SPSS software, which showed that 0.38
percent of the variance related to the tendency to superstitions is explained by the religiosity component
and 0.16 percent by the social alienation component. There is a significant difference between the two
independent groups of employed and unemployed in the tendency to superstitions, and the relationship
between the level of education and the tendency to superstitions is not significant. Based on this, the
results show that components such as the consequential dimensions and rituals of religiosity can predict
superstitions, as well as isolation and hatred in social alienation as predictors of superstitions. Although
the level of education is not related to the tendency to superstitions, nevertheless, people who are
employed pay less attention to superstitions.
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1. Introduction
In most human societies, superstitions are formed by the emergence of irrational views and behaviors.
The concept of superstitions consists of ideas that are far from rational logic, whose history is as deep as
the entire history of humanity; and it should not be taken for granted that in most societies, technology
has developed and advanced along with knowledge. But it has not yet been able to convince humans
in this regard; In this regard, people have always created and prepared people in their thoughts and
views who do extraordinary things outside the natural cycle of life and rely on supernatural matters
to maintain order and cohesion in society; and this indicates that legends are formed by historical and
social constructions of these beliefs. In the definitions of superstitions obtained in foreign dictionaries,
superstition is mentioned as irrational, unscientific, fear, ambiguity, ignorance, etc.; On this basis,
superstition has been introduced in the Foreign Dictionary as a false and incorrect knowledge and belief.
Among the categories that can be observed in terms of superstition is fear, so it can be said that women
are more afraid than men, and this also causes them to tend towards superstitions. Another factor is
poverty within families. For example, since Marivan is a multicultural city and most of its residents live
in underprivileged areas, i.e., the outskirts of the city, due to their young population, their tendency can
be more towards superstition because studies show that the lower strata of society are more inclined
towards superstition in terms of economy, knowledge, and information, although this phenomenon is
also seen among layers of the upper classes of society in terms of economy. In terms of gender, in our
country, women are more inclined towards superstitions; and Marivan is no exception to this, considering
these characteristics. Also, in Marivan, the tendency to refer to fortune tellers and prayer writers is
common. On the other hand, regarding the factors of tendency to superstition, the agency of individuals
is important and studies conducted in this regard show on average that the acceptance of freedom and
responsibility are in the same direction. However, in this context, the sense of agency can be separated
from objective reality. Superstitious beliefs and practices in traditional societies play a decisive role
in culture and society and affect their entire worldview and value system. According to Max Weber,
primitive societies lived in a magical garden, while modern societies witness a kind of comprehensive
disenchantment of the world. Superstition is an undesirable social phenomenon that, like other social
phenomena, can be examined and studied with special methods of social sciences. The motivations of
superstition in rural societies originate from strong desires and fears in an unpredictable rural situation
that cannot be estimated or discounted by ordinary means. In modern societies, superstitious behaviors
are also observed among some people. For example, golfers believed that using various superstitious
methods such as showing the thumb, wearing white socks, and playing on Sundays increased luck and,
in general, success and continued playing. From this perspective, superstition improves performance.
Rastegar and Valipour (1400) showed in a study that age has a decisive effect on the degree of women’s
tendency to superstition; however, the lack of a relationship between variables such as education level
and household income with the degree of tendency to superstition indicates that this phenomenon is
trans-class and trans-educational.

Krakowica and Eisend (2021) show that animalistic (versus non-animalistic) cues elicit animistic
thinking, leading to more favorable brand evaluations. This effect is moderated by superstitious beliefs.
According to Sagone and Karoli (2015) in a sample of Sicilian students, the more they believe in
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luck, the more superstitious they are and the less negative they are about it. Finally, the higher the
adolescents’ belief in superstitions and the power of luck, the more positive they were about the concepts
of superstition and luck.

2. Materials and Methods

The present study was applied in terms of purpose and was conducted using a quantitative approach
to the survey method. The statistical population of the present study was all women aged 18 to 50
in Marivan who had referred to a prayer writer in any way in the past year. Considering the zoning
of Marivan and the old neighborhoods of this city such as (Darsiran and Belche Sur, Janglabani),
these areas were considered as clusters, and 1600 women from these clusters were the statistical
population. The unit of analysis can be an individual, family, school, community, etc. The unit of
analysis in this study is the individual (women in Marivan in the neighborhoods of; Darsiran and
Belche Sur, Janglabani). The sample size was obtained from the Cochran formula, so that the sample
size required for the study was 309 people; Using cluster sampling method, in which Marivan city
was considered as a cluster, then among the aforementioned classified neighborhoods (Darsiran and
Belche Sur, Janglabani) were randomly selected, and then among the women of the neighborhoods
(Darsiran and Belche Sur, Janglabani) 309 people will be selected by random sampling method.
Regarding the implementation of the questionnaires, it was completed in person. A questionnaire on
the tendency to superstition was used to collect data. This scale was designed in 2009 by Foroughi and
Moghadam to investigate the tendency to superstition among Tehrani citizens, which had 31 questions.
Questionnaire on social alienation: The questionnaire on this variable has been operationalized using
the four dimensions of Melvin-Siman. This questionnaire has 18 questions and its aim is to assess
the level of social alienation from different dimensions (isolation, non-normativity, meaninglessness,
self-loathing, powerlessness). Religiosity Questionnaire: To measure the religiosity variable, the
well-known Glock and Stark scale was used, and four dimensions of belief, emotion, ritual, and

consequence were measured.

3. Data

In examining the hypothesis of the relationship between the level of religiosity and the tendency to
superstition among women in Marivan, a linear regression model was used. The results of this hypothesis
showed that the F value obtained at an error level of less than 0.05 is significant, indicating that the
variance related to the tendency to superstition is explained by the components of religiosity. Also, in
examining which of the indicators were most able to predict the tendency to superstition, the results
showed that ritual and consequential religiosity can significantly explain the variance of the tendency

to superstition.

4. Discussion

In explaining this hypothesis, it can be said that some people believe that religion and magic are subjects
that are complementary and related to each other, religion initially helps a person who is powerless through
magic. Magic is like a drinking fountain in which both religion and science can exist simultaneously.
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In Islamic teachings, magic and superstition stand against religion and science; that is, superstition is a
deviation from religion and science.

5. Conclusion

The connection between religion and superstition and the correlation of these two categories with each
other can occur and be strengthened when every government that gains power uses some kind of religion
to justify its actions and mistakes. Just as superstitions are formed in religions and sects to deceive the
public.
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Tab. 1: Descriptive results of social alienation, religiosity, tendency towards superstitions and their components
(Authors, 2024).
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Tab. 2: Normal and abnormal distribution of data (Authors, 2024).
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Tab. 3: Analysis of variance related to the regression of religiosity and tendency towards superstition (Authors, 2024).
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Abstract

Inflation, in the common way, is considered an economic phenomenon. This position neglects the
destabilizing role of inflation in other economic activities, in the ineffectiveness of political power under
the continuous process of weakening society (spreading poverty and increasing inequality), creating
destructive mentalities and morals. Social and finally the escalation of inflation are caused by non-
monetary and non-economic phenomena. The mutual effects between different dimensions of the
inflation phenomenon eventually lead to a cycle that we have called “social problem reproduction cycle”
in this article. This cycle on the one hand the result of highlighting the complex and multi-layered effects
arising from chronic inflation is in the framework of the triple relationship of government-society-
market, and on the other hand, it is the result of the collapse of cognitive order and the creation of an
unstable mentality among social activists. Finally, people caught in chronic inflation find themselves in
they see confused and confused, conditions that are considered to strengthen the state-centered discourse
environment. In this situation, the people of the society, first of all, start their daily life with a mentality
based on scarcity, and they remain in the process of recreating the social order according to their own
desires and interests. Cognitive poverty, therefore, is an inevitable consequence that ultimately leads to
the weakening of the power of society along with the illusion of greater power of the state, because in
the vacuum resulting from instability, the mind seeks to highlight the role of the actor who manifests the
horizon of problem solving. However, what is ultimately achieved will be the duality of weak society
and weak state.
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1. Introduction

Inflation is the increasing and irregular trend of price increases in the economy and means an indirect
tax on the people in a way that the poorer section suffers more. Inflation refers to a situation in which
the demand for money for a product grows relative to production, a situation that, in the absence of
effective control, manifests itself as an increase in the price of a unit of a produced good. Inflation can
occur in acute, hidden and overt forms, and hyperinflation. In the economic policy literature, price
stability is considered the primary objective of monetary policy. In the past decade, central banks have
pursued inflation control through monetary policy tools rather than focusing on economic growth and
job creation, and the debate over inflation control strategies has expanded dramatically. Inflation can
clearly be considered a social hazard, while its continuation leads to the increasing commodification of
labor and its combination with problems such as high unemployment rates leads to damage to the self-
esteem of young people and a decrease in the job security of the labor force. As the problems increase
and the role of the government in providing for the basic needs of the people decreases, society suffers
from some increasing social disorders and periodic chaos, which itself indicates the spread of economic
problems to other areas of social life. Given that inflation is the opposite of economic stability, and that
the Iranian economy has had a double-digit inflation rate of 10 to 30 percent for 50 years, addressing
the consequences of inflation in the social dimension is important. Historically, a prominent economist
and philosopher such as Adam Smith, in his book The Wealth of Nations, state that there are three
sources of income: wages, profit, and rent, the first and second of which are the cause of inflation,
and the third is its effect. Keynes also refers to the consequences of inflation in his famous book The
Economic Consequences of Peace, and among other things, notes that all social contracts are destroyed
in inflationary conditions, and inflationary policies cause productive sectors to be subjugated by non-
productive sectors. Looking at the issue of inflation and the issues arising from it from a sociological
perspective has a long history in the research tradition in Western research centers. On this basis, we
can address the question of the nature of the consequences of inflation in society from a psychological,

sociological, ethical, and political perspective.

2. Materials and Methods

To understand a human phenomenon, it should not be limited to the realm of study of a specific
knowledge. The trend towards interdisciplinary studies, especially in the humanities and social sciences,
confirms this approach. Numerous examples of social consequences resulting from economic policies
can be mentioned in this regard. For example, we can point to the increase in social harms as a result of
the implementation of structural adjustment programs in the country during the years of the construction
government. By creating increasing inflation, these programs led to the spread and depth of poverty
and therefore the spread of harms such as theft. Another aspect of the political consequences of these
programs on a global scale was the creation of often corrupt governments in many developing countries.

3. Discussion
Inflation and continuous changes in the prices of goods and services provide a kind of wandering for
the economically disadvantaged groups of society. In fact, the constant examination of prices that
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are constantly changing and “moving” gives a special appearance to the goods and creates a magical
character around them. In this situation, the consumer redefines his relationship with goods and services
and looks at them as a spectator and wanders in the fluctuating world of prices. This situation, especially
with the expansion of Internet access, has also taken on a virtual form and leads curious visitors to
constantly examine prices without the intention of buying or selling and simply as a recreational activity.
Of course, the constant change in prices also has a worrying and anxiety-like nature, opening up a sense
of fear and anxiety in front of the individual and driving or throwing him into a chaotic and disorderly
world. Accordingly, a kind of collective spirit and morality based on instability prevails. In fact, social
conditions and the conditions of the system The structures and institutional environment of a society
affect the mentalities, attitudes, morals and personalities of individuals and, for example, make them
risk-taking or risk-averse, pessimistic or positive, aggressive or tolerant, forward-looking or profit-
seeking, and egoistic or collectivist. Whether a sense of self-efficacy and self-efficacy is prevalent in the
social mentality of a people or whether the opposite is learned helplessness and social phobia are at the
back of their minds, all have a social explanation. In such an order, individuals have the least reason and
excuse to circumvent the law and rules. Sustainable benefit is achieved through social order.

The impact of inflation on society and social structure is evaluated, especially in relation to class
changes. Some studies in this field have focused on the effects of inequality arising from inflation on
social stratification and the social problems arising from it, or have also paid attention to the individual
and psychological effects of inflation. In the field of behavioral economics, the dominance of market
norms can be a consequence of the growth of inflation, which ultimately narrows the space for voluntary
activities and expands the logic of the market to all areas. Ultimately, inflation leads to the dual weakening
of the state and society, preventing both from being empowered, and replacing the desired situation
of a weak state-weak society with a strong state-strong society, thus seriously hindering the path of
development.

4. Conclusion

From the perspective of political economy, inflation leads to the weakening of society against the
state and strengthens the illegitimate power of the state over collective life (weak society against
the domineering state), which is itself anti-development, because it ultimately weakens the state and
leads to the weak state-weak society duality. At the individual level, anxiety caused by economic
instability affects everyone, both rich and poor. A sense of urgency, confusion, and constant flux
replaces a sense of relative stability and predictability, and a tendency toward isolation and a sense of
meaninglessness spreads. Thus, mental order is at risk of decline, and uncertainty replaces certainty.
In such a context, a kind of desire for a centralized, strong, problem-solving state is strengthened
and becomes the solution to the same problem. At the macro level, economic instability is part of the
process of political instability and can cause rebellions, movements, and revolutions. The effects of
inflation can be divided into classes and groups. Different social factors should be assessed and then
their consequences for the entire social structure should be considered. A society caught in inflation
inevitably falls short of its essential needs, towards meeting material necessities. It is clear that in
these circumstances, the space necessary to respond to more transcendent needs such as self-esteem,
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individual independence, the development of talents, the pursuit of cultural desires and needs, and

similar matters, is marginalized.
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Fig. 1: Different levels shaping the problematic field around inflation (Authors, 2024).
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Tab. 3: Summarizing the results of previous research (Authors, 2024).
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Tab. 4: The average effect of inflation rate on social capital (Authors, 2024).
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Tab. 4: A summary of the diverse outcomes of structural inflation (Authors, 2024).
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Fig. 2: The cycle of production of social problems caused by inflation (Authors, 2024).
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Abstract

Child marriage is a socio-cultural phenomenon that affects the lives of girls in some parts of the country
and leads to many individual and social problems and harms. The present study aims to investigate the
context and consequences of the phenomenon of child marriage in rural society. The research method is
qualitative and a semi-structured in-depth interview technique was used to collect data. For this purpose,
in-depth interviews were conducted using purposive sampling with 38 women who had experience of
child marriage under the age of 15. Data analysis was based on grounded theory and the interview text
was analyzed using theoretical coding. The findings of the study showed that the causal and underlying
conditions that are effective in the spread of the phenomenon of child marriage in villages include;
poverty, cultural and social conditions, use of cyberspace, unstable family, gender-based attitudes, local
customs and traditions regarding marriage, and rapid physical growth. In addition, this phenomenon has
had various negative consequences from the perspective of the interviewees, including; experiencing
violence by child spouses, lack of decision-making power and family interference, escape from
cohabitation and increased divorce rates, inability to fulfill marital responsibilities, inability to maintain
health, and an increase in the number of children of divorce resulting from unwanted pregnancies and
couples’ disinterest.
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1. Introduction

One of the phenomena that always brings challenges is the category of “Child marriage”. “Child
marriage” regardless of gender, is used for the marriage of girls and boys, but often due to issues
arising from ethnic-local traditions, gender attitudes, patriarchy and economic problems of the family,
most of this type of marriage is for girls who They are forced to marry adult men at a young age
(Hajilo et al., 2021: 107). In Iran, there is also a high number of child marriages. Internal surveys
show that in general one out of every 10 girls under the age of 18 and in rural areas one out of every
5 girls gives in to child marriage (Azimi, 2020). According to the “social and cultural situation of
Iran” statistics of Iran Statistics Center in the winter of 1401, the number of 2 marriages of boys and
6227 marriages of girls under 15 years of age were recorded (Iran Statistics Center, 2022). In West
Azarbaijan province, most of these marriages are in rural areas, and in some rural areas of West
Azarbaijan province (such as: Qatur in Khoi County, Kohsar in Selmas County and Qapchag village
in Chaharbarj County), It has become a social problem. Therefore, despite the remarkable statistics in
the field of early marriage of rural girls, the investigation of the above issue is of particular importance
and necessity and requires theoretical and experimental reflections at the academic level. Therefore,
the current research tries to answer this basic question, what are the causal mechanisms and causal
conditions affecting the formation of the phenomenon of children of spouses from the perspective
of the children of spouses (self-interpretation)? And what are the consequences of girls marrying in

childhood from their own point of view?

2. Materials and Methods

The present research is of an applied-developmental type in terms of purpose and descriptive-analytical
and in-depth in terms of nature and method. Library and field studies were used to collect data. The
philosophical foundation of the research is based on qualitative methods, of which the grounded theory
method was chosen. The spatial scope of this study is the villages of Qatur district of Khoy county,
Koohsar District of Salmas County, and the Ccentral district of Chaharborj county located in West
Azerbaijan province. Demographically, the participants include women and mothers who married under
the age of 15 and had the lived experience of child-wife. Although the people interviewed were mostly
between the ages of 18 and 40 at the time of the interview, all of them were married at the age of 15
or younger. A purposive method with a theoretical sequential method was used to select the sample.
Therefore, the required data was obtained in the field using semi-structured interviews with 38 target
households. Data analysis was performed using the Strauss and Corbin method simultaneously with data

collection.
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3. Data

The required data was obtained in the field using semi-structured interviews with 38 households. In
order to achieve the validity of the general and initial interview questions, the opinions of university
professors and some researchers in this field were used, and during the interview, more detailed questions
were asked based on the interviewees’ answers. To ensure the reliability of the research data, the method
of repeated study, data comparison, summarization, and classification of information without making

any changes to the data was used.

4. Discussion

Examining the personal characteristics of the respondents showed that 100 percent of the respondents
of this research are women and mothers who have experienced the phenomenon of child marriage
and got married at the age of 15 or less. In terms of employment, 39.5% are housewives and in other
words unemployed, 30% are in service jobs (tailoring, hairdressing, selling, etc.), 10% are in handicrafts
(carpet weaving, clothing weaving, etc.). 20% of students and only 4 people, equivalent to 10.5%, are
also working in government jobs. In terms of income, apart from a few people who were employed
in education, the other respondents did not have any fixed income and often relied on their families
and spouses. Then, using the grounded theory qualitative method, it was necessary to collect data and
information, and after collecting the information, the coding process was started, and open and axial
coding was used for coding. The open coding of the interviews led to the identification of a large number
of general concepts, and the central coding was given in the form of 18 main categories in which
the causal conditions, background conditions, intervention conditions, strategy and consequences were

specified.

5. Conclusion

The results of the research regarding the first question showed that the existence of poverty in rural
households, cultural and social poverty in society, the use of cyberspace by girls and boys and the ease
of communicating with the opposite sex, the existence of unstable families and girls’ attempts to escape
from it, gender-based attitudes, attention to and adherence to local customs and traditions, and the rapid
physical growth of girls are the most important causal mechanisms and causal conditions affecting the
spread of the phenomenon of child marriage in rural areas of West Azerbaijan province. Similarly, the
results regarding the second question showed that the promotion of child marriage in the studied villages
has various consequences such as; 1) experiencing violence by child spouses, 2) lack of decision-making
power and interference of families in the lives of couples and the growth and strengthening of differences

between them, an increase in premature pregnancies, 3) escaping from cohabitation and an increase in
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the divorce rate, promoting and strengthening the culture of cheating on one’s spouse, 4) inability to
fulfill marital responsibilities, 5) inability to maintain personal health, 6) an increase in the number of

children of divorce resulting from unwanted pregnancies, etc.
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Tab. 1: Theories Related to the Subject of Child Marriage (Library Research, 2024).
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Tab. 2: Selected Domestic and International Studies Conducted on the Subject under Discussion (Library Research, 2024).
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Tab. 3: Age Characteristics and Literacy Level of Research Respondents (Library Research, 2024).
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Tab. 4: Process of Open and Axial Codings (Library Research, 2024).
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Abstract

The university in Iran has a problematic situation and researchers have so far expressed and formulated
this problem in different ways. This situation is more obvious for humanities and social sciences because
these sciences are more contextualized. The purpose of this research is to get a close-up and field picture
of the situation of these sciences in Iran by analyzing the lived experience of a number of humanities
faculty members of one of the provincial universities. For this purpose, the strategy of grounded theory
with the systematic approach of Strauss and Corbin was used. The statistical community of the research
is made up of all the faculty members of different fields of humanities and social sciences of Yazd
University, from among them 20 people were selected in a purposeful and theoretical manner and
a semi-structured interview was conducted with them and the interviews were conducted until data
saturation was reached. Data were analyzed using open, axial and selective coding techniques. The
findings indicate that the members of the faculties imagine themselves under a ceiling, one dimension of
which is the narrowness of livelihood, one dimension is the limitations and considerations of ideology,
and the other dimension is the limitations and it creates bureaucratic pressures. The two strategies of
the humanities and social sciences faculty members in the university in facing this phenomenon are
instrumental view of science and university, and silence and indifference regarding the issues of the
country, especially the official agendas of the government. The result of this situation is the disturbance
in the process of socialization of students, the lack of space for criticism, discussion and creativity in
these fields, and the isolation and differentiation of the various fields of humanities and social sciences.
Keywords: Human and Social Sciences, Ideology, Quantitative and Centralized Assessment System,
Instrumental View of Science and University.
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1. Introduction

The university in Iran has a problematic situation, and researchers have formulated this problem in
different ways. This situation is more obvious for the humanities and social sciences, because these
sciences are more contextual than other sciences, and the issue of objectivity is more complex in
these sciences. For this reason, the main part of social and philosophical studies on science in Iran
has been focused on the humanities and social sciences. Studying the status of humanities and social
sciences in Iran has at least three fundamental aspects. First, these sciences play an important role in
creating historical awareness and self-awareness in the country (Tabatabai 2019) and rethinking the
country’s cultural, social, political, and literary traditions. Second, these sciences play a large role in
creating international connections in the cultural, political, and economic fields and helping to shape the
country’s map on a global level. Third, a large percentage of university students and graduates in Iran
are students and graduates of humanities and social sciences, and it is naturally expected that at least
some of these individuals will be able to obtain job positions and help society and the government in
properly confronting and solving many human and social problems, and help form a strong society and
an efficient government in Iran. the aim of the research is to provide a close and field-based picture of
the status of these sciences by analyzing the lived experience and views of the faculty members of the
humanities and social sciences at Yazd University, as an example of universities outside Tehran, and

based on that, to further test the theoretical studies conducted about these sciences in Iran.

2. Materials and Methods

The present study used qualitative methodology. Here, in order to examine the lived experience of
humanities and social sciences professors, the grounded theory strategy with the systematic approach
of Strauss and Corbin was used (Cresswell, 2019). To select the samples, a purposive and theoretical
sampling strategy was used, and 20 people were selected for interviews from among all faculty members
of various humanities and social sciences disciplines in Yazd. The data collection tool was a semi-
structured interview. The data were analyzed systematically and continuously through open coding,

axial coding, and selective coding.

3. Discussion

Data analysis in a coherent and systematic process in a scheduled manner led to the formation of the
core category (central phenomenon) of “the short ceiling of livelihood, ideology, and bureaucracy on the
humanities and social sciences.” This phenomenon includes 13 main categories, 135 subcategories, and

9% ¢

457 concepts. Main categories includes “concerns about their livelihoods and job security”, “science

in the Fence of the Centralized and Quantitative Bureaucracy”, “university in the Shadow of Ideology

and Politics”, “lack of self-confidence among the Faculty members and students of the humanities
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and social sciences”, “lack of authority of the humanities and social sciences and failure to utilize
b

9% ¢

their potential in society”, “humanities and social sciences in the shadow of technical and engineering

9 <

sciences”, “weakness of language and international relations in science and isolation from the global
scientific community”, “Low interest of elites in entering the humanities and social sciences”, “a feeling
of inability to be effective and efficient”, “An instrumental view of science and universities”, “the
prevalence of individualism and insularity in the humanities and social sciences”, “lack of formation
of a scientific community and a specific paradigm in academic humanities and social sciences”, “the
lack of institutionalization of the culture of criticism in the academic humanities and social sciences
ecosystem.” Table 1 only presents the main and core categories and Figure 1 presents research paradigm

model.

4. Conclusion

The findings of the study indicate that the humanities and social sciences faculty members imagine
themselves under a roof that is made up of livelihood constraints, ideological restrictions, and
bureaucratic restrictions. The three ceilings have caused, on the one hand, a significant portion of the
faculty members of the humanities and social sciences in Iranian universities to tend towards a kind
of silence, indifference, and passivity regarding the country’s issues, especially regarding issues of
concern to the government, and on the other hand, some of them to move towards a kind of instrumental
view of science and universities. On the other hand, when some scholars of the humanities and social
sciences feel that they are not an authority in solving the country’s major human problems, that their
expert opinions are not given sufficient attention, and that they are faced with the prevalence of
regulations and privilege in universities, they take the path of adapting to these conditions and turn
to gaining more privileges by writing articles and conducting research projects, without being too
concerned about their effectiveness. . In the absence of real and dynamic scientific connections and
the lack of formation of scientific communities as the institutional basis for the life of science, in the
words of a kind of “research individualism and atomism” and “epistemological and social anomaly”
prevails in the faculties of humanities and social sciences. Also, humanities and social sciences
faculties face the problem of “lack of a space of shared symbolic attention and rituals of interaction
between professors” (Abdollahy and Khastoo 2012) and “lack of intellectual centrality and epistemic
authority and lack of agreed-upon scientific hierarchies” (Ganeirad 2014). The result is disruption in
the socialization process of students, the lack of an atmosphere for criticism, dialogue, and creativity
in these disciplines, and the increasing isolation and differentiation of different disciplines in the
humanities and social sciences. This is something that is almost common in humanities and social

sciences faculties in Iran.
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Tab. 2: Categories related to The Ceiling of Livelihood, Bureaucracy and Ideology on the Human and Social Sciences

(Authors, 2024).
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Abstract

Cosmetic surgeries, including labiaplasty, are increasing in Iran. Because genitalia is not expose to
public supervision and judgment, and this surgery cannot be for gaining social acceptance and inclusion.
therefore, increasing its demand is thinkable and needs to be investigated separately. This study conducted
with the aim of investigating the role of gynecologists in construct the ideal female genitalia and
normalizing and expanding cosmetic medical interventions with an emphasis on labiaplasty. The study
method was qualitative with a content analysis approach. Data were collected from advertising videos
on the subject of labiaplasty that were published on the Instagram pages of 12 Iranian gynecologists.
The number of samples was determined based on the theoretical saturation method. Then data were
converted to texts, encoded, and classified into subcategories and then main categories. This study’s
findings show that gynecologists describe dark, long and asymmetrical labia minora as ugly* and they
pathologize non-ideal labia as a condition that needs treatment. They promote labiaplasty as a solution
for women’s problems and portray themselves as women’s heroes and saviors who solve women’s
physical, psychological and social problems with surgery. In these videos, the role of the treating doctor
has changed to a cosmetic doctor and the patient to a beauty seeker, and a new model of doctor-patient
relationship has been created. In labiaplasty advertisements, medicine is seen as a business in which
doctors, moving away from professionalism, are engaged in promoting beauty commode, altruism is
replaced by commercial behavior, and they follow the rules and requirements of the market. The study
indicates that the medicalization of the female body has provided the conditions for the colonization
of the women’s body; And with the rise of commercial medicine, surgeons invest on women’s genital
anxiety by pathologizing non-ideal labia minora.
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1. Introduction

Cosmetic surgeries are on the rise in Iran, and various parts of the body are the target of manipulation and
medical interventions. Surgery of the external female genitalia is also one of the cosmetic interventions
that applicants are increasing for. As at the time of writing this introduction, searching for the word
labiaplasty (in Persian) on Google yielded more than 1.7 million, results in 0.16 seconds. On Instagram,
as one of the most popular social networks in Iran, content production about cosmetic interventions for
female genitalia is also on the rise, and some pages are specifically about this topic. The increase in
cosmetic surgery for female genitalia is different from other cosmetic interventions because this part of
the body cannot be media-generated or visualized, and is not subject to public supervision and judgment,
and gaining social acceptance and inclusion with this surgery is not relevant. Therefore, its increase
in demand is worth considering, and it may require a different study and analysis than other types of
cosmetic interventions to understand it. In Iran, statistics on cosmetic surgeries are not recorded and the
number of these surgeries cannot be estimated, but a significant number of doctors advertise these types
of procedures on their websites and social media pages, one of which is labiaplasty. In fact, the content
that doctors publish on these pages can be considered part of the medical function in normalizing and
expanding labiaplasty. The role of doctors is important because they are the only authority in Iran who,
relying on medical knowledge and professionalism, are permitted officially, legally, and legitimately
comment on the female genitalia and genitalia and therefore participate in shaping beauty standards
and promoting cosmetic interventions. the aim of this study is to investigate the role of gynecologists in
creating the ideal female genitalia and normalizing and expanding cosmetic medical interventions with

an emphasis on labiaplasty.

2. Materials and Methods

This qualitative study was conducted using the method of content analysis. The Instagram pages of 12
Iranian gynecologists who practice labiaplasty were purposefully selected, and the advertising content
they produced was examined. The method of determining the sample size was based on theoretical
saturation. The method of doing the work was as follows: first, videos published on gynecologists’ pages
that were on the topic of labiaplasty were watched several times, then their content was converted into
text. Then, the text of each video was subjected to qualitative content analysis. The data was coded,

similar codes were placed together, and subcategories and categories were extracted from similar codes.

3. Data

Four categories and 16 subcategories were extracted from the data content analysis (See: Table 1).

4. Discussion
The female genitalia have been brought to the attention of physicians as a new area for medical
intervention. gynecologists present a certain shape of the labia as normal, beautiful, and acceptable.

With the medicalization of female genitalia, doctors have turned to the construction of ideal genitalia
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and have defined the normal and abnormal anatomy of the female genitalia. They describe ugly labia as
a disease. By constructing an ideal of beauty, they create anxiety about the genitalia in women and lead
them to become candidates for surgery to conform to the standard of beauty and get rid of ugliness as a
disease or disorder.

According to gynecologists’ advertisements, since labia minor hypertrophy occurs in all women
due to aging or pregnancy and childbirth, large, dark, and asymmetrical labia is a female disorder that
everyone should seek treatment for. gynecologists use negative language when describing the labia,
which can lead to shape negative body image in women. They define size, color, and symmetry as
components of desirable and normal labia minor, and frame large, asymmetrical, and dark labia as
undesirable and abnormal.

In the advertisements of gynecologists, it is emphasized that labiaplasty is an easy, comfortable and
uncomplicated intervention that can be performed in a short time. They present labiaplasty as a solution
to problems that actually have social or psychological backgrounds and causes.

Gynecologists’ practice is conformity with patriarchal culture. By performing labiaplasty at the
husband’s request, they recognize the male’s right over the woman’s body and endorse the patriarchal
assumption that the woman’s body belongs to the man and that the woman has no control over her body.

What is seen in the videos is the emergence of the clinic as female beauty salon. The “front of
the stage”. which according to Erving Goffman includes the environment and personal appearance, is
different from the front of the stage expected in a medical setting. appearance of doctor, such as her
medical uniform, and doctor’s manner, has transformed.

The entry of medicine into the field of beauty is a manifestation of the commercialization of
medicine. The doctor advertises and sells labiaplasty as a beauty commode. because medicine has the
authority to diagnose and classify diseases, it uses this opportunity to add to its profit margin. The
medicalization of beauty expands and prospers the business of doctors. Medicine as a business has the
following components and characteristics: construction and advertising beauty commode, violating of

professionalism, a businesslike manner instead of altruism, and following the rules of the market.

5. Conclusion

Based on the findings of this study, it seems that the trend of commercialization of medicine and
commodification of healthcare has led private sector doctors to apply their professional skills to the
beauty market and, by exploring new areas, offer new products to customers. By participating in the
medicalization of female genitalia, they are actually paving the way for the colonization of women’s
bodies in a patriarchal culture that reduces women to their bodies and their biological characteristics.
By using the power and legitimacy of medical discourse in addressing the body, doctors take the lead in
constructing the ideal genitalia and actively participate in pathologization of ugly labia minora. While
cosmetic surgeons present themselves as saviors of helpless women with abnormal genitalia, they are in

fact agents of a patriarchal cultural system that imposes male desire on women’s bodies.
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Abstract

New towns have been developed as an urban planning strategy since the early 1990s to reduce pressure
on metropolitan cities and accommodate growing populations. However, the design and implementation
of these towns have often faced challenges related to social and spatial justice. Parand New Town, as a
significant example, exhibits issues in the distribution of services, infrastructure quality, and equitable
access to urban amenities. This study critically examines the master plan of Parand through the lens
of Henri Lefebvre’s Right to the City theory. The central research question focuses on analyzing
spatial justice in resource allocation, infrastructure quality, and citizen participation in urban planning
processes. Adopting a descriptive-analytical approach, the study employs qualitative methods for data
analysis. The findings indicate a significant gap between urban planning strategies and residents’ needs,
exacerbating spatial inequalities. Finally, based on Lefebvre’s theoretical framework, recommendations
are proposed to reinforce a justice-oriented approach in the development of Parand New Town.
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1. Introduction

New towns have emerged as a response to the growing challenges of urbanization, aiming to redistribute
population density and enhance regional development. However, while such projects promise sustainable
growth, they often fall short in addressing social justice concerns. Parand New Town, as one of Iran’s
major planned urban developments, serves as a critical case for examining how spatial justice is
incorporated into urban planning. This study utilizes Henri Lefebvre’s Right to the City framework to
assess whether Parand’s master plan ensures equitable access to urban resources and opportunities for
all residents.

The investigation explores disparities in service provision, infrastructural quality, and socio-spatial
inclusion. Despite its strategic vision, Parand has encountered several planning and implementation
challenges, leading to the persistence of social inequalities. Many urban policies prioritize economic
development over social equity, which has led to fragmented urban expansion and the marginalization
of lower-income groups. The issue of spatial justice extends beyond simple service distribution; it also
encompasses residents’ rights to participate in decision-making processes that affect their everyday lives.

As urbanization intensifies across the globe, the necessity of justice-centered planning frameworks
becomes increasingly apparent. Social and spatial disparities are not only a consequence of economic
inequality but are often reinforced by urban policies that fail to incorporate marginalized voices. In this
context, the study of Parand provides a critical lens to analyze the gaps between top-down planning
visions and bottom-up lived experiences.

This study argues that a justice-oriented planning approach is necessary for sustainable urban
development. By integrating Lefebvre’s theoretical lens, this research contributes to ongoing debates on
justice-oriented urban development and provides recommendations for future policy reforms. Through a
detailed assessment of Parand’s comprehensive plan, this study sheds light on the underlying mechanisms

that reinforce urban inequalities and offers a roadmap for more inclusive development strategies.

2. Materials and Methods

This study employs a mixed-methods approach, combining documentary analysis, field observations, and
qualitative interviews to comprehensively examine spatial justice in Parand. The documentary analysis
includes official government reports, academic studies, and urban planning documents that outline the
town’s developmental trajectory. Field observations were conducted to assess the physical and social
landscape, focusing on accessibility, infrastructure quality, and service distribution. Additionally, semi-
structured interviews were carried out with 24 Parand residents, including long-term inhabitants, urban
planners, and policymakers.

These interviews provided rich qualitative data on residents’ lived experiences and perceptions of
urban justice. Data were analyzed thematically, highlighting recurring patterns of exclusion, service
deficiencies, and community needs. By employing qualitative coding techniques, this study identifies
key themes regarding urban planning failures and governance gaps, shedding light on the limitations of
top-down development strategies. The study also incorporates a comparative approach, drawing insights
from other planned towns that have successfully implemented participatory planning frameworks.

A significant portion of the research also examines the role of government agencies and private
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developers in shaping Parand’s urban fabric. The reliance on market-driven policies has often led
to gentrification, pushing economically disadvantaged populations to the peripheries. In several
neighborhoods, the promised public amenities remain underdeveloped or delayed, resulting in a clear
mismatch between official planning discourse and practical outcomes.

To provide a holistic view, this study considers socioeconomic indicators such as income levels,
employment rates, and housing affordability. Field data were triangulated with statistical sources and
expert interviews, allowing for a multi-dimensional analysis. The findings offer a comprehensive
perspective on how justice-oriented policies can contribute to a more equitable urban environment,

while also identifying institutional and political barriers to implementation.

3. Discussion

The findings reveal a stark contrast between Parand’s theoretical urban development objectives and its
practical execution. While the town was originally designed to offer affordable housing and economic
opportunities, the reality presents significant shortcomings in infrastructure, social cohesion, and urban
governance. Many residents struggle with inadequate transportation networks, limited healthcare
facilities, and uneven access to public amenities. These deficiencies disproportionately affect lower-
income and marginalized groups, exacerbating socio-spatial inequalities.

Lefebvre’s concepts of the right to presence and the right to appropriation underscore the necessity
of participatory urban governance, which is largely absent in Parand. Despite planning documents
that emphasize balanced development, the voices of residents—especially those in lower-income or
peripheral districts—have largely been excluded from planning and decision-making. In interviews,
many residents expressed a strong sense of alienation from the urban policies that shape their everyday
environments.

The study further highlights how market-driven urban policies have prioritized economic interests
over social welfare, reinforcing patterns of exclusion. Construction of high-end housing compounds, for
instance, has often diverted resources from public infrastructure projects. A shift towards a participatory
and redistributive planning model is necessary to mitigate these injustices and ensure a more inclusive
urban environment. Comparative case studies of other new towns reveal that successful models integrate
community engagement and adaptive policy measures to enhance urban equity.

Moreover, the research finds that certain demographic groups, such as low-income families, informal
workers, and recent migrants, face heightened barriers to accessing quality housing and services. Many
residents cited a lack of cultural and recreational amenities, insufficient school capacity, and long
commutes to Tehran due to poor transit options.

The absence of institutional mechanisms for citizen participation in decision-making has resulted
in policies that fail to reflect the needs of the broader community. Without structural changes in urban
governance, Parand risks perpetuating cycles of exclusion and underdevelopment. In addition, the lack
of local governance capacity—such as empowered neighborhood councils—Ilimits accountability and
responsiveness, further alienating residents.

Policymakers must prioritize policies that promote spatial justice through equitable service allocation
and grassroots engagement. This requires not only revising the comprehensive plan to reflect local needs
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but also building platforms for civic dialogue and participatory budgeting. A rights-based framework

must inform planning processes from inception to implementation.

4. Conclusion

The case of Parand New Town exemplifies the critical gaps in justice-oriented urban planning. Despite
its strategic intent, the town’s comprehensive plan has failed to equitably distribute resources and
integrate participatory governance structures. The lack of inclusive policymaking has led to persistent
inequalities, leaving vulnerable populations without essential services and infrastructure.

To address these challenges, this study advocates for a multi-faceted approach that includes greater
civic engagement, enhanced public service provision, and regulatory reforms to prioritize social equity.
A deeper integration of participatory mechanisms within the planning process is essential for restoring
public trust and fostering a sense of ownership among residents. Policies should be guided not only by
economic feasibility but also by social need and ethical responsibility.

Policymakers must adopt a justice-based urban planning paradigm to align development strategies
with the fundamental rights of all city dwellers. This includes integrating spatial justice metrics into urban
assessments, rethinking the allocation of land and infrastructure investment, and ensuring meaningful
public participation throughout the policy cycle.

Future research should explore comparative analyses of new towns with successful equity-based
planning to derive best practices for more sustainable and just urban developments. The incorporation of
participatory governance mechanisms, transparent decision-making, and community-driven initiatives
can contribute to more resilient and inclusive urban development models. Additionally, urban planners
and decision-makers must ensure that housing policies do not exacerbate economic segregation but
rather foster mixed-income neighborhoods and social cohesion.

A major takeaway from this research is that urban planning should not merely focus on physical
infrastructure but also on fostering social integration. Parand’s experience serves as a cautionary tale,
illustrating the consequences of neglecting spatial justice in urban development. Moving forward,
policymakers should establish frameworks that allow for community participation, ensuring that
residents have a direct role in shaping the future of their city. Such an approach will not only enhance

urban equity but also strengthen the overall sustainability of new town developments.
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Tab. 1: These locations were selected with the aim of covering a wide range of social groups and ensuring access to
diverse respondents. (Authors, 2024).
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Fig. 1: Diagram of the Components of the Right to the City Inspired by Lefebvre’s Theories (Authors, 2024).
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Abstract

In recent years, migration has emerged as a major concern among adolescents, gaining new meaning
and direction among students as an individual path toward a desirable future. This study aims to
explore the planning process of students regarding migration. Conducted with a qualitative approach
and grounded theory methodology, the research utilized in-depth semi-structured interviews for data
collection. Using purposive and theoretical sampling, 25 high school students from Yazd, who were
actively considering migration, were selected as participants. The data were analyzed through open,
axial, and selective coding. The main categories extracted include economic instability, fear of career
failure, anti-elite policies, the erosion of aspirations, and development of language skills, initial financial
actions, and navigating the application process. According to the findings, students perceive migration
as part of their future plans and are taking practical and goal-oriented steps such as improving language
proficiency, increasing awareness about destination countries, researching migration pathways, and
enhancing personal capabilities. These efforts reflect not only the emergence of a migratory identity
among adolescents but also indicate that their decisions are shaped and directed within the context of
specific, experienced structural conditions.
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1. Introduction

Goal-oriented planning refers to a process in which individuals, based on an evaluation of resources,
barriers, opportunities, and personal goals, gradually design and pursue actions to achieve a specific
objective. Among adolescents, this planning and decision-making process is shaped by various factors,
including the family environment, the education system, economic and social conditions, and exposure
to media and social networks. In recent years, there has been a growing trend of migration among
adolescents and young adults, as many view migration as a path toward academic, professional, and
social advancement. This phenomenon is driven by factors such as bleak economic prospects, social
inequality, job insecurity, restricted personal freedoms, and limited opportunities for growth. Studies
have shown that adolescents growing up in contexts with constrained resources and uncertain futures are
more likely to consider migration as an alternative means of achieving their goals.

For some students, the idea of migrating from Iran for education and a better life emerges as a
cherished dream from childhood and adolescence. This indicates the emergence of a migration-oriented
culture in which Iran is perceived to have lost its appeal for retaining its youth. Based on the first author’s
field observations as a high school teacher, some students initiate purposeful preparations for migration
and take planned steps toward realizing this goal. Given the critical role of youth in providing human
capital and sustaining national development, this study seeks to address a central research question: How
does the process of migration-oriented action develop among high school students?

2. Materials and Methods

To gain a deep understanding of how migration identities are formed and migration plans are developed
among students, and to explore their lived experiences, this study adopted a qualitative approach
using grounded theory methodology. The systematic grounded theory approach by Strauss and Corbin
was selected for its ability to uncover meaningful social processes and participant actions. The study
population comprised upper secondary school students in Yazd who expressed a desire and intent to
migrate. Purposeful and then theoretical sampling was employed to maximize diversity and richness
in the data. In total, 25 students from three grade levels and various academic disciplines (including
humanities and arts) across schools in different urban contexts participated.

Data were collected through semi-structured interviews, each lasting between 40 and 180 minutes.
These interviews used open-ended, flexible questions to explore students’ experiences, attitudes, and
actions related to migration. Interviews continued until theoretical saturation was reached—when
no new dimensions emerged from additional data. Data analysis proceeded through open, axial, and
selective coding. Open coding involved identifying initial concepts from the data; axial coding examined
relationships among categories; and selective coding led to the formation of the core category, “being on
the path”. which organized all other categories. To enhance data credibility, strategies such as member
checking, triangulation with field notes, and data validation were employed.

3. Data
Through detailed, line-by-line analysis of interview transcripts, a set of concepts, subcategories, and
main categories emerged, culminating in the formation of the core category: being on the path. This core
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concept was developed from 12 main categories, 36 subcategories, and 167 concepts, including economic
instability, job failure anxiety, anti-elite policies, wasted aspirations, language skill development, initial
financial steps, and application-related actions.

These categories reflect concrete actions taken in preparation for migration—particularly for
accumulating cultural capital and improving one’s social position in the destination country. Such actions

demonstrate individual agency in navigating structural constraints and turning aspirations into action.

4. Discussion

Participants in this study engage in various efforts to expedite the migration process. These include
learning and mastering foreign languages and increasing academic engagement. Many work to improve
their grades, build strong academic and professional resumes, and pursue opportunities to apply to
foreign universities. They also prepare for the complexities of the migration process. In parallel, they
pursue income-generating activities to finance migration costs—efforts that are consistent with findings
by Ghamarian et al. (2020), Hosseinpour et al. (2020), and Giffin (2023). These strategies reflect
comprehensive and deliberate efforts to achieve migration and improve life conditions.

For these students, migration is not an impulsive or emotional act—it is a calculated pursuit.
Given the selective nature of migration, only those who build strong qualifications (e.g., language
proficiency, academic, artistic, and athletic achievements) meet the criteria for being “migration-ready.”
From Lary Sjaastad’s rational choice perspective, migration is seen as a calculated decision made
based on personal capacities. One key factor is financial planning: migrants compare living costs in
the destination with potential savings at home. Accordingly, the students in this study pursue income-
generating opportunities—even in specialized areas such as teaching or translation—to rationally plan

their migration and minimize financial hardship by achieving self-sufficiency.

5. Conclusion

Recent studies confirm that migration and brain drain in Iran are not new phenomena. However, the
increasing prevalence of migration-related mindsets—particularly among adolescents—has added new
layers of complexity. Alarmingly, the emergence of migration aspirations among younger age groups
remains under examined. This study explored the construction of migration-related actions among 25
upper secondary students in Yazd and analyzed their role in migration decision-making. The findings are
presented in the form of a theoretical framework.

The theoretical schema highlights how broader socio-economic structures shape migration agency
among students. Occupational failures, an inefficient economic system, entrenched inequalities, and
crushed ambitions drive students toward active migration efforts rather than passivity. As their migration
identities become stronger, they view migration as a pathway to escape local limitations and pursue their
ideal life-worlds. This transformation reflects a shift from hope in domestic futures to a search for better
opportunities abroad.

Given students’ internal construction of the migration path, we recommend targeted interventions
that can help reconstruct their future outlooks. Creating opportunities for goal realization and a sense
of purpose within the country, reducing feelings of marginalization by the educational and economic
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systems, and enhancing perceptions of individual efficacy in the local context could provide realistic

alternatives to migration.
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Table 1: Demographic Characteristics of Student Participants, Yazd (Authors, 2024).
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Table 2: Categories Derived from In-Depth Interviews with Students (Authors, 2024).
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Fig. 1: Paradigm Model of the Study (Authors, 2024).
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Fig. 2: Theoretical Framework of the Study (Authors, 2024).
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Abstract

The media are very significant in the modern world. What the media represents is important because
it shapes public belief. One such medium is cinema. Cinema, as a medium, has the capacity to present
ideologies, values, beliefs, and lifestyles on any subject. Cinema has its own specific audience—
intellectuals or the general public—which has led to its classification into different categories. One
of these categories is popular cinema. The goal of popular cinema is audience entertainment and the
economic sustainability of the film industry. The importance of studying popular cinema lies in the fact
that it accounts for two-thirds of a country’s cinematic output. On the other hand, the representation of
women in cinema has taken different forms across various political and social periods. The objective of
this research is to examine the representation of women’s social status in three popular films from the
1980s: “The Tenants” (Ejareh-Neshinha), “Chrysanthemums” (Gol-ha-ye Davoudi), and “The Proposal”
(Khastegari). In these three films, cinema engages in encoding, and through the researcher’s decoding, it
reveals a set of representations that construct a series of discourses and ideologies present in society. The
findings of this study indicate that women in these films are more traditional than modern, conforming
to the dominant ideological frameworks of society as well as gender stereotypes. In other Introduction.

Keywords: Representation, Media, Woman, Popular Cinema, Semiotics.

1. PhD in Sociology of Iranian Social Issues, Department of Social Sciences, Faculty of Humanities, Kashan University, Kashan, Iran.
II. Professor, Department of Social Sciences, Faculty of Humanities, Kashan University, Kashan, Iran (Corresponding Author).
Email: Ms3102002@yahoo.com

III. Associate Professor, Department of Social Sciences, Faculty of Humanities, Kashan University, Kashan, Iran.

Citations: Aghabozorgizadeh, S., Sohrabzadeh, M. & Babaiefard, A., (2025). “The Representation of Women’s Social Status in Iranian
Popular Cinema of the 1980s”. Two Quarterly Journal of Contemporary Sociological Research, 14(26): 279-299. https://doi.org/10.22084/
cs1.2025.26870.2154

Homepage of this Article: https://csr.basu.ac.ir/article 6037.html?lang=en

Publisher & Owner: Bu-Ali Sina University. Copyright © 2025 The Authors. Published by Bu-Ali Sina University.
This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 International license (https://creativecommons.org/

licenses/by-nc/4.0/). Non-commercial uses of the work are permitted, provided the original work is properly cited.
BY MC



https://orcid.org/0000-0002-3437-5762
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3104-4842
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7021-0594

Aghabozorgizadeh et al.

The Representation of Women’s Social Status in ... mk

1. Introduction

In today’s world, media holds significant importance and has an undeniable influence on individuals and
social realities (Maleki & Rafiei, 2012: 9). Cinema, as a medium, has the capacity to present ideologies,
values, beliefs, and lifestyles on any subject (Maleki & Rafiei, 2012: 9). Since its inception, cinema
has cultivated its own audience—intellectuals or the general public—Ieading to its classification into
various categories. One such category is popular cinema. Today, this type of cinema occupies a vast
space in all countries, with its primary goals being audience entertainment and the economic circulation
of the film industry. Popular films account for two-thirds of cinematic productions in any given country
(Talebi-Nejad, 2008: 45).

Numerous sources, including articles and extensive research on Iranian cinema in the 1980s and
1990s, have concluded that the cinema of the 1980s was predominantly male-dominated. Studies
indicate that despite women’s presence on the war front and behind the scenes, they were effectively
erased from the cinema of this period. The exclusion of women from cinema is a phenomenon worthy
of deep reflection The present study seeks to answer the following question: How was the social status
of women represented in popular cinema of the 1980s?

2. Conceptual Framework

Representation

Representation is the method through which media depicts events and realities in society. Representation
conveys meanings through the use of signs, concepts, and the substitution of one thing for another
(Roshandel Arbatani, 2014: 46)

3. Ideology

Althusser views ideology as an unconscious phenomenon. Ideology is a system of representations,
mostly images and occasionally concepts, but underlying them are structures that influence the majority
of people without their conscious awareness. Individuals do not critically react to ideology; we are
born, grow, and live within ideologies. Althusser argues that through ideology, individuals attain a false
understanding of the world (Furter, 2007: 104-105).

Media serves as a tool for representing meanings and transmitting culture, assigning significance to
events and possibilities. The process of representation in media consists of two stages: encoding and
decoding. The collection of representations in cinema constructs the discourses and ideologies prevalent
in society. Media acts as an instrument that reflects existing power relations, actions, behaviors, lifestyles,
and everything that occurs among people in society. They are reflections of ideologies. This paper seeks
to uncover the hidden ideological world in three films from the 1980s, analyzed through John Fiske’s
semiotic levels, including social, technical, and ideological codes.

4. Discussion

- Ejareh-Neshinha: he mother is portrayed as a kind, compassionate, traditional woman, a product of a
society characterized by mechanical solidarity and virtuous ethics. She resists her son, who symbolizes a
patriarchal society. Moral concepts, honor, and collective conscience are principles valued by traditional

YAo



YAN

/ UJ Ln-/ J C S R Two Quarterly Journal of

@ Contemporary Sociological Research

Vol. 14, No. 26, 2025

families. The heavy burden of motherhood grants her a certain charisma and respect, making her admired.
Despite her traditional role, conforming to prevalent gender stereotypes and ideological propositions,
she is not passive and exhibits agency at certain points in the film. The mother’s flexible character
often contrasts with Abbas Agha’s rigid and uncompromising personality, creating paradoxes where
femininity occasionally triumphs over masculinity.

- Gol-ha-ye-Davoudi: In Daisies, we encounter a woman who endures, with patience, tolerance,
and compromise being her defining traits. She operates within the gendered ideologies of a traditional
society. Only in the context of working and gaining independence does she assert her individuality and
autonomy. The man is angered by their child’s blindness and shows no affection, while the woman
reaffirms her motherhood, elevating the concept of maternal love. Motherhood here seems to entail
introspection and self-awareness, emerging through interaction with the child.

- Khastegari: The film’s discourse is based on male dominance. Mahmoud defines masculinity
through notions of honor, zealotry, and the protection of female relatives, considering his mother as his
“honor” and assuming the role of decision-maker over her future, positioning himself as her superiors,
the actions and reactions of women and men produce and reproduce gendered mechanisms.

- Comparison of Women’s Social Status in the Three Examined Films: Economic independence
sets Esmat in Daisies apart from the other two films due to its elitist perspective and her conscious choice
to elevate her social status. She exercises agency and freedom of choice, resisting the existing societal
structures, while the traditional woman’s options remain constrained. In all three films, the sons engage
in conflicts with their mothers. Thus, the mother’s character in The Proposal somewhat resembles that in
The Tenants, as both strive to maintain their power and interests despite living in traditional, patriarchal
families dominated by male figures. The process of socialization leads individuals to internalize social
and cultural norms, unconsciously reproducing habitual behaviors. The myth-making in these films
shapes the children’s perceptions of their parents’ authority. In both The Tenants and The Proposal, the
prevailing hegemony emphasizes the distinction between men and women, reinforcing stereotypes and
predefined mental frameworks. Mahmoud in The Proposal adopts a protective stance over his mother’s
honor, opposing her remarriage.

In all three films, the female leads are mothers, fulfilling their maternal roles adeptly. They juggle
multiple responsibilities imposed by traditional society while seizing opportunities to assert their
identity and take charge. Their leadership operates within the framework of common sense, customs,

and societal norms.

5. Conclusion

Overall, the findings of this study reveal that the three examined films—particularly The Proposal—
depict a male-dominated, patriarchal space. Women are portrayed as the “Other,” subordinate to
men, with their value measured in opposition to masculinity. While women occasionally resist, their
resistance occurs within passive, traditionally feminine contexts, contrasting with the active agency of
men—an agency reinforced by gendered structures and ideologies. According to Althusser, cinema, as
a medium, serves as a tool for representing meanings and transmitting culture. These three films encode

ideologies, and through the researcher’s decoding, they reveal a system of representations that construct
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the dominant discourses and ideologies of society. The hegemonic influence in these films is subtly
embedded in the characters’ lifestyles and actions, yet its dominance remains pervasive, shaping the
entire narrative the signs encoded in cinema reconstruct reality, exerting power over the audience and
dictating the direction of their behaviors and lifestyles. Similarly, Ravadrad and Mirzadeh’s (2017) study
highlights the significant power gap between men and women, a structure resulting from socialization
processes that internalize gender ideologies in both men and women. Thus, the three films demonstrate
that the women depicted are more traditional than modern, conforming to the prevailing ideological
frameworks and gender stereotypes of society
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Tab. 1: Separating semiotic levels for the film “The Tenants”, first sequence (Authors, 2022).
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Tab. 2: Separating semiotic levels for the film “The Tenants”, second sequence (Authors, 2022).
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Tab. 3: Separating semiotic levels for the film “Chrysanthemums”, first sequence (Authors, 2022).
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Tab. 4: Separating semiotic levels for the film “Chrysanthemums”, first sequence (Authors, 2022).
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Tab. 5: Separating semiotic levels for the film “The Proposal”, first sequence (Authors, 2022).
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Tab. 6: Separating semiotic levels for the film “The Proposal”, second sequence (Authors, 2022).
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