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Abstract

Infertility is one of the issues human societies have always coped with from past
to today, and as the human societies have advanced and industrialized, the risks of
infertility have grown, too. Solutions have been proposed for this issue through new
biological technologies, however, the same solutions have also created challenges
that ignoring them could lead to horrible social and moral disasters. The depth of
the issue revealed through the views of the great scholar, Fukuyama, is a critical
warning for the future of human nature. Fukuyama has actually evaluated these
challenges basically beyond what we know as human society and directed at human
nature; however, the truth is that such technological solutions will create social and
cultural holes in any society before their ever-growing byproducts reveal themselves
throughout the world. In the current research, we have reviewed and evaluated the
issue based on Fukuyama’s views and theories but with a local look at the matter. This
research suggests that according to Iran’s cultural, social, and ethical backgrounds,
the lack of observation in exchanges, including technological ones, and also non-
transparency in Iran’s law system, applying such technological solutions in Iran have
created new emerging challenges and demands the special attention of researchers and

professional experts in social and behavioral sciences more than ever.
Keywords: Family, Infertility, Biological Technologies, Risk, Human Nature.
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1. Introduction

Among all institutions, organizations and social facilities, the family has a
special role and importance (Adib et al., 2020). This institution has functions
including regulating sexual relations with the aim of replacing or substituting
members of the society and the continuation of different generations through
natural reproduction (but because of infertility problems, one of the modern
human phenomena is childbearing or in a clearer expression, the possibility
of having a child through laboratory processes or third-party assistance.
Therefore, secondary helpers like surrogacy, embryo donation and gamete
donation have entered the field (Shahriari, 2007: 385).

Advancement of assisted reproduction technologies in various fields of
religion, ethics, law and psychology and sociology and the most importantly,
human ontology, as caused questions and problems which in many cases
remains unanswered and requires extensive studies. Problems that Fukuyama,
a contemporary thinker and philosopher have also paid attention to it with
keenness and deep thinking and warns them from the ontological, social and
political point of view. In a way he believes that the knowledge of new biology
can transform human capabilities and tendencies in such a way that it creates
new human and social challenges.

2. Materials and Methods

Considering the importance of the matter, and especially considering the cultural
and religious structure in our society, this paper focuses on Fukuyama’s point
of view with a pathological perspective will analyze the dangers of exploiting
such technologies. Also focusing on the main topic, as the sociological attitude
requires the newly emerging phenomena in the society to be explained and
interpreted, it is necessary with a deep look into the mentioned reality, these
newly emerging families with pen of social thinkers to be defined and read.

3. Data

One of the challenging cases of this topic, focused on the resulting child, the
adoptive family and wider than that, is the kinship to that is formed around
such families. The complexity and amazingness of this issue is the time that
related to donor relatives¢ a new type of dependency and kinship will be
created which yet has never seen before in society and the human generation.
For example, when the donor has a mother, sister, brother or any relationship
with the recipient couple after the birth of the resulting child, two_ way
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lineage will be achieved for the child and the couple, in this case with a kind
of double kinship, new forms of consanguinity will occur. The strange issue
is when the donors are of different ethnicities or even nationalities. In this
case we will face families of different ethnicities or different nationalities.
On the other hand, there is the issue of confidentiality of donors that in the
future, the path of marriage of children resulting from such conceptions may
be difficult. There are also other problems such as the legal identity of these
children. In Iran law, information about the embryo donor family must remain
confidential. Some also emphasize that the child’s genetic past should not be
completely destroyed due to the possibility that the child’s need requires the
use of transplanted organs in certain cases because this information will help
the medical team a lot. Even more important than that, some people believe
that it is the right of a child and every human being to know their identity and
past and ignoring the origin of the child’s development and the confidentiality
of the donor’s information causes the loss of this right. Also, another issue is
the commodification of this matter. According to the researchers, currently
in Iran, the donation of embryos, gametes, as well as commercial and
humanitarian surrogate mother is free, but the usual method is commercial
type and yet the commercial and humanitarian moral margins have not been
fully clarified (Ganjalikhani et al, 2014).

4. Discussion

Fukuyama concern is the impact of copying of humans and children designed
or customized by parents using biological technology, especially with use of
future genetic engineering on society and in general the entire human family.
He is worried that in the future, rich parents by giving the basic elements
of their sperm to experts in genetic manipulations want and able to order
their future children with characteristics such as high intelligence, beautiful
appearance, tall stature, hair and eye color.

According to her, if proper supervision and control regulations are not
in place, in the future we will have new class societies or a real aristocratic
class with excellent genetic traits that can be passed on to the next generations
through inheritance. A class that has acquired its aristocracy and privileges
through it’s genes. Fukuyama warns about the emergence of superhuman that
medical science and medical engineering may create in the future. From this
point of view, he analyzes these issues with a deep question. Will genetics
science and modern medicine create a new and superior social class that
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will dominate the rest of the world and thinkers will justify it? It can be said
that genetic technologies and assisted reproduction challenge the ancient
dichotomy between nature and culture.by bypassing cultural practices and
norms, they confuse the obvious issues of natural resources and they will
demand a new definition of the concept of father, mother, family and at the
macro level, kinship system.

5. Conclusion
In the last decade, there has been a dramatic increase in the number of babies
born as a result of gamete donation in world level. In Iran and Lebanon, the
issuance of ayatollah Khamenei fatwa opened the way for the donation of
gametes, embryos and surrogate. Therefore, this executive letter was also
approved and communicated in 2013 and infertile couples for using these
methods do not face with legal restrictions. But in fact, its various medical,
religious, social, cultural and legal issues have not been clearly resolved.
In fact, assisted reproductive methods are also expanding in Iran that is
associated with many problems.in a way, in addition to the deep and rooted
challenges that Fukuyama shows with a simple view of human society in its
terrible range, these issues should be analyzed with a more subtle view. Issues
that can even have different appearances according to different societies,
cultures and religions. Therefore, although the phenomenon of reproduction
using modern technology and third party assisting methods is relatively new
issue in our society. But by increasing rate of infertility among the couples,
even if a small percentage of them use such methods, with the population of
a country like Iran, we will face a significant number of births. Therefore, it
should be noted that entering this process must be done with vigilance and
evaluation of all aspects and even, if possible, it should be done regardless of
the intentions, interests or political biases and traders in the economic arena.
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Abstract

Unemployment is one of the major socio-economic problems that can have irreparable
economic and social consequences and is one of the main reasons for economic and social
problems. Meanwhile, the unemployment of young people and especially university graduates
is of double importance due to the economic and social costs that have been incurred for their
education. In this article, the factors affecting the unemployment of the graduates of Islamic
Azad Universities in the west of Mazandaran province have been investigated. For this purpose,
a survey method and a researcher-made questionnaire tool were used to collect information.
The statistical population of the current research consists of all university graduates of
humanities fields in the western universities of Mazandaran province in the years 2018-2019.
352 of them participated in this study by cluster sampling method. According to the descriptive
findings, 69.3% were employed and 30.7% were unemployed. 24% of the respondents were
self-employed. 19.3% of all employees were working in the government sector and 16.7%
were working in the non-government sector, 30.7% were unemployed and 11.3% were studying
in higher education. The results of this research showed that unemployment was observed in
women, single people, people with lower education and at younger ages. In addition, the results
indicate the direct and significant impact of social factors (population growth, social inequality
and expansion of urbanization) and economic factors (high inflation rate, inability of graduates
to invest, lack of skill training and low level of demand for graduates). It has been on the
unemployment of graduates. Therefore, in order to control the unemployment of university
graduates, it is necessary to develop a comprehensive plan with the cooperation of the Ministry
of Science and implement it with the cooperation of various institutions.

Keywords: Graduate Unemployment, Islamic Azad Universities, Social Factors, Economic
Factors, Individual Characteristics.

I. PhD Student in Sociology, Department of Social Sciences, Babol Branch, Islamic Azad University,
Babol, Iran.

I1. Assistant Professor, Department of Social Sciences, Babol Branch, Islamic Azad University, Babol, Iran,
(Corresponding Author). Email: mpahlavan@baboliau.ac.ir

I11. Associate Professor, Department of Social Sciences, Babol Branch, Islamic Azad University, Babol, Iran.

Citations: Rad-Akbari, F.; Pahlavan, M. & Abassi Esfajir, A., (2022). “Factors Affecting the Unemployment
of Graduates Western Islamic Azad Universities of Mazandaran Province”. Two Quarterly Journal of
Contemporary Sociological Research, 11(20): 37-66. doi: 10.22084/csr.2022.23568.2046

Homepage of this Article: https://csr.basu.ac.ir/article_4621.html?lang=en



Rad-Akb: t al /&AI - &y%twjiz

Contemporary Socilogical Researc

Factors Affecting the Unemployment of Graduates...

1. Introduction

Unemployment, in its traditional sense, is related to the problem of the
workforce, unemployed people are known as a group of people who are
looking for work, in recent years, many researchers have pointed out the
shortcomings of this definition, which does not include hidden unemployment.
They have paid attention. From the economic point of view, any activity that
is carried out with the intention of production and is rewarded is called work,
although from the point of view of sociologists, the concept of stability is
included in the meaning of work, then it is possible that an activity that from
an economic point of view is called work. It is considered that sociologists do
not consider it a work due to the wrong consequences (such as the feeling of
worthlessness in the individual, poverty and hardship and family problems,
ets). of course the individual decision and will to remain unemployed, except
in The cases where a person accepts unemployment to change job, the
unemployment of university graduates is one of the most important issues in
developing countries. (Raitzadeh Faramarez, 2013). Since in every society,
heavy expenses are paid for the training of people in order to get them a job
and also to meet the needs of the labor market, the unemployment of graduates
will leave harmful effects on the society. The unemployment of the graduates
is a waste of the huge human capital of the country, and since the economic
competition is more dependent on trained and specialized human resources
than ever before, the unemployment of the university graduates means a loss
of capital. It is material, scientific and cultural that should be investigated as
a social issue. Due to its consequences in economic and social anomalies,
the problem of unemployment is annoying for all members of the country’s
population.

- Materials and Methods: Descriptive research using a survey method
and a researcher-made questionnaire tool to collect information, the statistical
population of the research is graduates of humanities majors from the
western Azad universities of Mazandaran province in the years 2009 to 2019,
distributed in the western cities of the province. : Nowshahr: 4020 people;
Chalus: 7500 people; Tenkabon: 8251 people and Ramsar: 2463 people.

3. Theoretical definition of variables
- Unemployment: Unemployment is an involuntary and long interruption of
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work so that it is not possible to find a new job and there is no job opportunity
for a part of the workforce that is willing to work with unemployment as one
of the signs of the current wage (Naimi Omran et al. 2018).

- Economical: How economic factors interact and how different economies
work. A wide range of factors (inflation and costs, investment and production
based on demand and supply of goods, labor markets where the demand and
supply of various types of labor are made)

- Social: A set of factors that are the main constituents of societies from the
dimensions of physical expansion (such as the expansion of cities), cultural
(the totality of customs and traditions...) the level of health (physical and
mental and health status), education

3. Operational definition of variables

To measure the validity of the questions from face validity, to measure the
validity of the pre-test method and the reliability of the research. Cronbach’s
alpha coefficient for economic is 0.758 and for social is 0.769.

4. Data

- 59% of respondents are male and 41% are female

- 18.3 percent less than 25 years old, 23.3 percent 26 to 30 years old, 28.4
percent 31 to 35 years old, 16.7 percent 36 to 40 years old, 13.3 percent more
than 41 years old

- 71% single, 29% married

- 40% bachelor’s degree, 42.3% master’s degree, 17.4% doctorate.

- 24% self-employed, 19.3% government sector, 16.7% non-government
sector. 30.7 percent are job seekers, 11.3 percent are studying at a higher level
of education. 69.3 percent employed, 30.7 percent unemployed.

58.6 percent of men and 43.7 percent of working women. This difference
is statistically significant in the 99% confidence interval of 1% probability of
error.

5. Conclusion

Considering the attitudes and factors affecting the unemployment of
university graduates, the authorities of organizations should be used to plan
and implement a comprehensive plan in the field of employment to solve this
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problem. The Ministry of Science should cooperate with the relevant bodies.

The imbalance between labor supply and demand due to the policy of
increasing the capacity of universities, which was implemented with the policy
of reducing unemployment pressure, caused unemployed graduates to enter
the labor market with a delay.The increase in labor supply on the one hand¢
the slight growth in labor demand on the other hand caused the unemployment
of graduates to increase.

About 70% of the surveyed sample were employed, but the number of
unemployed people is also a question to be considered. It is necessary for
higher education to review the admission of humanities students. The student
acceptance capacity should be determined according to the country’s need
for experts in each field. One of the most important things for having a
dynamic economy is the balance between the supply of specialized labor and
the demand of the labor market. It is useful to create a balance between the
measures of higher education and the labor market.

It is suggested that the government, as the responsible person, implements
extensive measures to reduce unemployment. The current programs are more
limited to economic factors than management factors, including the provision
of facilities, which do not create a desirable result due to the superstructure
of the solution and the one-dimensional nature of the program; In addition
to recognizing the factors that aggravate unemployment, programs should be
set up and implemented in various administrative areas. The first step is to
provide the possibility of the participation of the main actors (private sector,
government...) and create trust in them.
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Abstract

Although the development of science and technology speeding up during last years,
still superstition play a role in people believe and behaviors. Since superstitious beliefs
may result in wrong solution and harm people, they are considered as unfavorable
social behavior. It seems that superstitious beliefs widespread among people through
informal socialization ways (family and mass media). The present study designed to
investigate the role of these factors in people superstitious beliefs. For this propose, by
using random sampling and questionnaire, superstitious beliefs of 400 persons who live
in Mashhad were assessed. The results of this study showed that believe in superstition
was highly reliable (e 0.95). Furthermore, the finding of the current study confirmed
the initial assumption which there was a significant correlation between tendency to
superstition and tendency to “other important people”. In addition, the persons who
follow informative media had less tendency to superstition rather than persons who
follow entertainment media. Thereby, it is suggested to weaken superstitious beliefs
in society, we should focus more on content of entertainment media in addition to re-
socialization of family.
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1. Introduction

Beliefs of people in the society are one of the most important and fundamental
components of the culture of any society. These beliefs are generally divided
into two categories. The first category is based on reason, logic and proven
foundations, and second category is based on baseless factors and superstitions.
Anthropological studies show that the origin of superstitions goes back to
ancient times. Due to the lack of awareness, incomplete and limited knowledge
of world affairs, as well as the lack of tools and technology, primitive people
related any unknown phenomenon to gods, spirits and supernatural. And
based on this, they resorted to superstitions and witchcraft to solve problems,
overcome fear and insecurity, achieve desires and deal with natural events.
Even today, inspire of the growth of knowledge and technology, and as a
result, human access to advanced tools and more facilities, evidence shows
that this phenomenon exists in different forms in different societies. In fact,
although today it is thought that superstitions have disappeared and words like
magic and sorcerer are used more in poems and stories , but the number of
people referred to as prayer writers, fortune tellers, mirror lookers, exorcists
who claim to solve problems such as marital and family disputes, fortune-
telling, curing incurable diseases, finding lost objects, infertility, curiosity
about the unknown future, and similar issues, shows that superstitions and
magic have disappeared , is incorrect; therefore, superstitions are not an
imaginary phenomenon related to stories and past time and have a history
of human life. In fact, superstitious beliefs have persisted in today’s world
because of their functions. In times of desperation and helplessness, and when
fear and despair have overcome him by resorting to superstitions and, for
example, going to prayer book, a person feels that he has the ability to control
external events through his own actions. In this, situation, a person feels less
threatened and in gender, and the sense of control over the environment and
confidence is greatly enhanced. Superstitions have various forms. A group of
superstitious beliefs is related to happiness and sadness or good luck and bad
luck of certain things and times. For example, breaking a mirror, going under a
ladder, or doing bad things such as picking nails, cutting hair, washing clothes,
or bathing on certain days of the week or month. On the other hand, some
days and times are auspicious for doing some things. For example, Mondays
are auspicious for traveling, or some events such as building a pigeon house
or a winged ant in the house are omens for owner of the house and are a sign
of blessing and sustenance Marsel Mose (1902: 189) also points out that our
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thoughts about good and bad and the essence of things and events are very
close to the idea of magic.

2. Discussion

The tendency towards superstitions is actually our inner thoughts and feelings
towards it, which has a great impact on our behavior in this regard. According
to the individual and social conditions in which they grow, humans have
different tendencies about different subjects and based on this, they also
show different reactions to different events. In other words, faced with the
same phenomenon, people behave differently due to different tendencies.
Therefore, examining people’s tendencies in order to know and understand
their social behaviors is of great importance, because tendencies determine
behavior and social relations. On the other hand, examining tendencies
is the first step to correct them, and by changing people’s tendencies their
behaviors can also be changed. In the culture of all societies, there are two
types of negative and positive tendencies regarding superstitions. In fact,
some people believe in superstitions and consider it useful and functional, and
some people not only do not believe in it, but consider it an obstacle to the
progress of society and contrary to reason, logic and religion. The important
role of superstitions and their examples, in today’s society, such as referring
to prayer-writers, fortune tellers, exorcists, mirrors, etc., in problems and
crises, as well as in important life decisions. Since the aforementioned people
provide inappropriate solutions to solve problems and achieve their desires,
they can cause irreparable damage to the person and his surroundings. The
aim of the current research is to investigate the effect of socialization on the
tendency to superstition, which was measured using a quantitative method.
This statistical population of this research is the people of Mashhad in 2018. In
order to determine the size of the examined sample in this research, a stratified
random sampling method was used based on which 400 people were selected
as the examined sample from among the thirteen district of the municipality
and 40 neighborhoods from different neighborhoods of Mashhad city. The
research findings were analyzed in two descriptive and inferential ways.
According to the results obtained in the present research, there is a strong
direct and meaningful relationship between the tendency to superstitions and
the independent variable of the tendency of important others. People whose
relatives and especially their parents are more prone to superstitions tend to
superstitions in sensitive and critical times and in times of problems.
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3. Conclusion

The results show that there is no significant relationship between gender and
tendency to superstitions. The results of some past researchers such as Zeb
(2001), Griffiths et al. (2005), Purcell (1982), Foroughi and Asgari Moghadam
(2008), Kalantari et al. Social structures based on gender restrictions and
inequalities, different socialization of women in family, school, etc. Led to less
success of women in achieving their desires. The failure to change the existing
limiting social structures and remove the obstacles in the direction or realizing
the goals and dreams also explained the increase in the tendency towards
superstitions and comforting and hopeful things of this kind in women ; but
it seems that in today’s era, due to the reduction of the above factors and the
achievement of women in better social positions, more suitable employment ,
more education, less discrimination in the family environment, the acquisition
of social freedoms and the overall improvement of living conditions in terms
of tending to superstitions, they are not much different for men. Examining
the employment status of the respondents between this variable and the
dependent variable of the research. In other words, unemployed compared to
employed people. It can be siad with certainly that in the statistical population,
unemployed people tend to have more superstitions than employed people.
According to the theoretical explanation presented, this problem is due to the
lack of access of jobless people to their goal, hopes and through accessible and
reasonable methods. Examining the results related to the educational status of
the respondents also showed that there is a significant relationship between
the level of education of there respondents and tendency to superstitions, and
with increasing education, people tend to be less superstitious. Khajezadeh’s
findings (1390). Asgari and Foroughi Moghadam (2002) Safaei (2009),
Bukhari (2002) and Polterz (2002) also confirm the results of this research.
No relationship was found between the variable of marital status and tendency
to superstitions in the present research. This finding is inconsistent with the
research of Azizkhani, Ebrahimi, Abtin (1394); However, in the study of
Ghasemi et al. (2006), the marital status did not show a significant difference
in individuals.
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Abstract

The most important characteristic of any culture is its acquisition and the notion of the
interactions of society members in its production and reproduction. Sometimes these
interactions can be formed to fight corruption, and sometimes to accept corrupt behaviors
and ignoring them; a matter that shall cause the stigma of corruption will be disappeared
and institutionalized in the society that is known as the culture of corruption. The purpose
of this research was to determine the level of the culture of corruption among the people
of Najaf Abad city, Isfahan, and also to explain the reason for its formation. This research
was carried out quantitatively via survey method using a researcher-made questionnaire
approach. A multi-stage random sampling scheme was used in this study with a sample size
of 370 people. Finally, the data were analyzed with SPSS and Smart PLS software. The
statistical analysis showed that the three components of the disappearance of the stigma
of corruption, the unwillingness to disclose corruption and the acceptance of corruption
as the norm, constitute the different aspects of the culture of corruption. Hypotheses tests
also showed that the independent variables of collectivism, citizenship culture, disclosure
culture, and gender equality had a negative effect on people’s desire for corruption culture,
and they explained a total of 45.2% of the variance of corruption culture. The increasing
trend of corruption in Iran and its negative consequences create the concern that ugliness
of corrupt practices will disappear and therefore, corruption will become a cultural feature
as they become normalized and accepted. According to the findings of this study, by
raising the spirit of collectivism and reducing self-centered tendencies among people, it is
possible to familiarize them with the duties and responsibilities of citizenship, fight against
gender inequalities, support whistleblowers of corruption, and also encourage them to
prevent the formation of a culture of corruption.
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1. Introduction

One of the integral dimensions of human social life is the existence of culture
phenomenon in every society. The effect of culture on every phenomenon
and behavior in society is undeniable, and naturally, criminal behavior is not
separated from this rule. The relationship between culture and corruption has
always been one of the most important topics discussed by sociologists. In
this research, the meaning of the culture of corruption is the disappearance
of the ugliness and wrongness of the act committed by the people, the norm
of perceiving an abnormal behavior and surrendering and also not protesting
the cases of corruption was evident. Due to the high level of corruption in
Iran, the main questions of the current research were, firstly, what is the extent
of the culture of corruption among the citizens of Najafabad city? Secondly,
what social factors affect the degree of corruption culture in Najafabad city?
And thirdly, finally, what solutions can be offered to reduce the culture of
corruption in Najafabad city?

2. Materials and Methods

The present study was conducted with a quantitative and survey method. The
present research was conducted among the citizens of Najafabad who were
over 18 years-old, encapsulating of 300,288 people and with a sample size of
370 people. The sampling scheme in this research was multi-stage random.
The data collection tool was a researcher-made questionnaire. The validity
of the questionnaire was confirmed by face validity, construct validity and its
reliability according to Cronbach’s alpha coefficient. The structural equation
modeling technique has used to test the hypotheses.

3. Research Findings

About 58.3% of the respondents of this research were men and 41.7% were
women. Nearly two-thirds of the research sample have got married and the
rest were singles. Based on the mean comparisons, it was found that the levels
of corruption culture, citizenship culture and collectivism were higher than
the mean level and the variables of individualism, gift culture, disclosure
culture and gender equality were lower than the mean level. The standard
regression coefficients extracted from the empirical model of the research -
while confirming the hypotheses of this research — showed that the effect of
individualism on the culture of corruption was positive 0.128. This means
that the more individualistic people, the higher the level of corruption culture
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they experience. The citizenship culture factor also has an effect of -0.201
on the culture of corruption, meaning that the more people adhere to the
culture of citizenship, the lower their adherence to the culture of corruption.
The effect of collectivism on the culture of corruption with a beta of -0.197
confirmed that collectivism can be an obstacle to the formation of a culture
of corruption. The beta value obtained in the model showed that the effect
of whistleblowing culture on the culture of corruption was 0.289. It showed
that the more the whistleblowing culture is strengthened among the people,
the tendency towards the corruption culture decreases. Also, trying to repay
good deeds and giving gifts has a positive effect on the culture of corruption.
This effect was 0.379 and showed that with one unit change in the standard
deviation of people’s adherence to the culture of gift giving and compensation,
apositive change of 0.379 in the standard deviation of adherence to the culture
of corruption is created. The hypothesis test of the effect of gender equality
on the culture of corruption was also confirmed with a beta of -0.261 and it
showed that the more people feel gender equality, the less they tend to the
culture of corruption. Based on the adjusted coefficient of determination (R2)
displayed in the model, in total, the independent variables of this research
have been able to explain 45.2% of the changes in the culture of corruption.
Although this amount is significant and has a high explanatory power, it
should be noted that many other variables are also effective in the formation
of the culture of corruption, which have not been addressed in this research.

4. Discussion

In this research, five hypotheses were proposed, all of which were confirmed.
The obtained results were in line with many past researches. In this regard,
if the belonging and commitment of the activists to the culture and social
values at the local, ethnic and national level is strengthened, this will increase
the loyalty of the people to the cultural foundations and social and national
values, as well as the importance of group and collective interests provides
the grounds for the negative attitude towards corruption. The existence of
a culture of gift giving (compensation) is another variable that affects the
degree of tendency towards the culture of corruption, because the person who
receives a gift seeks to compensate for it, and in the absence of a specific
law, it can affect the culture of corruption. This finding is consistent with the
theory (Akerman, 2017). The findings of this research showed that the level
of disclosure culture has an effect on the level of tendency towards corruption
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culture. The higher the disclosure culture, the lower the corruption culture.
This result is consistent with the research (Rafipour, 2007). Also, the higher
the level of citizenship culture and the more people being aware of their duties
and responsibilities, the less they go towards the culture of corruption. The
results of this research with the findings were in agreement with Fukuhi, 2018;
Mumtaz 1381 and Ahmadi 1384. At the same time, we can confidently say that
with the development of electronic government, the occurrence of corruption
in the administrative system can be prevented and the spread of the culture of
corruption to a large extent is reduced.

5. Conclusion

The increasing prevalence and expansion of corruption in Iran creates the
concern that the culture of corruption may be formed and institutionalized as a
social issue in contemporary Iran. The formation of a culture of corruptionin a
society means that corruption is not considered ugly and corrupt practices are
considered as norm in such a way that people accept it and do not protest when
faced with it. Considering the positive effect of individualism and the negative
effect of collectivism on the spread of the culture of corruption of socializing
institutions, especially the family, education, university, and mass media, in
order to institutionalize the culture of the preference of the public interest over
personal interests in various public spheres, they should make a diligent effort.
Considering the proof of the effect of income tax on entering into corrupt
practices, it is necessary to organize the country’s economy and prevent the
occurrence of inflationary waves, so that the needs of employees are met in
such a way that they are not forced to take bribes. Also, by legalizing the
gift-taking process and clarifying it, it prevented the negative consequences
of feeling compensated by employees. Rewarding corruption whistleblowers
and providing legal protection to them as a successful experience in most
countries is another solution that is effective in preventing the formation of a
culture of corruption. Since familiarizing people with their citizenship rights
and making them aware of the dimensions of corruption prevents any abuse of
them, we can use the capacity of educational channels and prevent the spread
of the culture of corruption.
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Abstract

Culture is the distinguishing factor of human societies and groups. And we can talk
about culture and specific cultural identity. The acceptance of immigrants from
different ethnicities has caused cultural diversity as well as cultural particularism
in the city of Hamadan. That the reactions of immigrants and native citizens and
the effect on different cultural and social fields are its consequences. The research
was conducted with the aim of sociological study of cultural particularism among
the citizens of Hamedan and its causes and factors. This research was conducted
with a survey strategy and Structural Equation Model analysis method. The mean
cultural particularism among the citizens of Hamedan is close to average. Also, the
particularism of young people is less than that of older people, and the particularism
of native citizens is more than that of immigrants. The degree of cultural particularism
of citizens varies with different levels of education and in different ethnicities. Based
on the analysis of SEM, the hypotheses of the research are confirmed and indicate the
significant effect of globalization, traditionalism, religiosity, Cyberspace, migration,
education, social trust, feeling of relative deprivation, socioeconomic status and
ethnicity on cultural particularism. which explain a total of 65% of the variance of
cultural particularism. According to the research results and related theories, we cannot
expect cultural homogeneity in the multi-ethnic city of Hamedan with subcultures. On
the other hand, the dialectical process of globalization has caused the simultaneous
existence of specific and general cultures.

Keywords: Culture, Cultural Particularism, Cultural Generalism, Globalization,
Ethnicity.
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1. Introduction

The land of Iran, like many countries has ethnic, religious and cultural
diversity. one of the reasons for that is “the invasion of various ethnic groups
and their settlement in this land and the way to find the current languages,
dialects, and religions was to Iran” (Amanullahi, 1388: 24). The history of
Hamedan is not separate from the history of Iran and as the oldest city, it
has hosted various ethnic groups in different periods. Also, internal migration,
which “in the last half century has been one of the important dimensions of
the dynamics of Iran’s population” (Sadeghi and Valdvand, 2014: 57), is of
the factors of ethnic diversity. and Hamedan, which is of the cities that accept
immigrants (Ismaili, 2016: 63), in recent years, has received immigrants
from various ethnic groups, which, along with changes in the demographic
structure, have caused ethnic and cultural diversity. A kind of cultural-spatial
separation and cultural particularism, and tensions and reactions (hidden
and overt) between immigrants and native citizens and its effect on different
cultural and social fields have been the consequences of ethnic diversity. The
effect of globalization on culture, which is a feature of modern life and caused
by the expansion of communication and technology, should not be ignored.
Therefore, the culture of Hamedan is influenced by the process of globalization,
national and local culture, as well as ethnic subcultures. And the measurement
of cultural particularism among the citizens of Hamedan and the effect of
factors such as globalization, traditionalism, religiosity, migration, ethnicity,
feeling of relative deprivation, social trust, socioeconomic status, education
and Cyberspace on it, also, investigating the role of gender, education and
ethnicity as mediating variables is of the objectives of the research.

2. Materials and Methods

The research method is quantitative and correlational, with a survey strategy.
And it was done using a questionnaire with acceptable reliability (f = 0.798)
and with a sample size of 500 citizens of Hamedan aged 18 to 65, who were
selected by multi-stage cluster method and random sampling. Data analysis
was done with SPSS and PLS software and using structural equation model
(PLS-SEM).

3. Data

The results show that the mean cultural particularism of Hamedan citizens,
2.74 and is close to the average. The particularism of young people is less
than that of older ages, the particularism of men is more than that of women,
and the particularism of native citizens is more than that of immigrants. The
degree of cultural particularism of citizens with different levels of education
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and in different ethnicities is different.

Based on the analysis of the Structural Equation Model, the research
hypotheses have been confirmed and it shows that traditionalism ([3=0.303,
t-value=7.746), religiosity ($=0.132, t=4.544) and ethnicity (3=0.069,
t=2.251) has a direct and significant effect (Sig < 0.05) on the cultural
particularism of Hamadan citizens. Also globalization ($=-0.338, t=8.853),
education (3=-0.095, t=2.513), social trust (3=-0.079, t=2.049), feeling of
relative deprivation ($=0.079, t=2.932), socioeconomic status ($=0.074,
t=2.198), migration (=0.102, t=3.649) and Cyberspace (3=0.16, t=4.666)
have an indirect and significant effect on cultural particularism.

The results confirm the different effect of globalization on the cultural
particularism of women and men, the different effect of migration on the
particularism of citizens with different ethnicities, and the different effect of
religiosity on the particularism of citizens with different educations. And it
confirms the role of mediating variables of gender, education and ethnicity.
In total, the independent variables explain 65% of the variance of cultural
particularism. The quality of the structural model of the research was also
assessed as strong (Stone-Geisser Q2 = 0.214).

4. Discussion

Based on the studies, cultural particularism in response to the identity crisis
and cultural relativism caused by the process of globalization; imposition
of language and culture by national territorial governments; reaction to
inequalities; differentiation with other groups and cultures; relying on
collective memory; The search for pure culture and the belief in the superiority
of culture, emerges.

Cultural particularism is under the positive influence of traditionalism,
ethnicity and religion, and it decreases with the increase of modernity
indicators such as globalization and the use of Cyberspace.

The reverse effect of globalization on particularism has meant the greater
effect of generalism in the dialectic of general and particular.

Because while linking local and global affairs, cultural boundaries become
inconspicuoued. In addition, globalization is a dynamic process and according
to Robertson (1992), generalism and particularism are present at the same
time.

The positive effect of traditionalism on particularism, indicates more or less
adherence to traditions and the relative continuity of particularisms despite the
general and gradual movement towards globalization and generalism, which,
according to Kelman, is caused by cultural teachings (Ritzer, 2010).

The effect of religiosity on cultural particularism confirms that religion
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gives meaning to culture and identity (Hamilton, 2010 and Huntington, 2018).
The reverse effect of Cyberspace on particularism, indicates that in
the double effect considered by Giddens and Castells, facilitating the flow
of information and changing the sources of identity is the cause of more
encouragement to generalism and globalism (Giddens, 2010).

The indirect effect of immigration, indicates a kind of cultural supremacy
of native citizens, who consider immigrant minorities as others and cultural
differences as a threat (Giddens, 2009 and Castells, 2012). The change of norms
and values caused by spatial mobility (Rafipour, 2018) and the readiness to
adapt to the host society are effective in this result. Based on the f2 index, the
effect of the variables of education, social trust, feeling of relative deprivation,
socioeconomic status, ethnicity and gender has been assessed as weak.

5. Conclusion

The results of the research and related theories indicate that: it is not very
practical to expect the existence of homogeneity and inclusive culture and
identity inamulti-ethnic, immigrant-friendly society with sub-cultures. Because
the harmonious combination of three historical, linguistic and psychological
factors causes the ideal state of cultural identity, and the complete absence of
these factors in a person, group or nation causes incompleteness of cultural
identity. which in its excessive case, it will cause to an identity crisis. And one
of the results of which can be the emergence of cultural particularisms.

At the same time, the attention and emphasis of the immigrant minority
and the native majority on their cultural traditions does not mean neglecting
cultural commonalities. And according to Silverstone’s (2003) view, the
dialectic between the minority and the majority and different components of
cultures and social life flows.

On the other hand, the process of globalization has changed the cultural
characteristics and turned many of what was considered particular into general.
which, of course, as Giddens, Robertson, Featherston and Castells and others
have said; Cultural globalization is a dialectical process and evolution, which
is the cause for the simultaneous being of particular and general cultures, and
cultural generalism and cultural particularism of will be present. It is obvious
that the existence of a certain amount of balanced cultural particularism can
help to preserve the cultural identity against the negative consequences of
globalization and cultural imperialism.
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Abstract

McDonaldization is a way in which social actions and ways of organizing are
increasingly driven by hyperrationality. And the persistence of hyperrationality
provides producers, consumers, and managers with more efficient, computable,
predictable, and controlled means to achieve their goals. In this study, the four principles
of McDonaldization in relation to changes in the health system are examined. Findings
indicate that conscious or unconscious macdonalization of the health care system has
affected the health system in different ways and has caused the health care system to
revolve around four principles of efficiency, calcutability, predictability and inhumane
technologies. To take. Efficiency has led to the formation of minute clinics, completion
of questionnaires by patients, extended use of medical assistants, robotic surgery and
short visit with physicians. Based on the principle of calculability of receiving health
care by patients is a function of cost and financial return to the system and issues such
as length of stay and patient admission are considered. The principle of predictability
has also caused the whole treatment process from the patient to enter the medical
centers to leave it, according to a precise and pre-predicted instruction, which has
led to more pressure on physicians to treat all patients equally. Based on the principle
of control, nonhumane technologies have begun to become more involved in health
care. Electronic medical records have controlled interactions between physicians and
patients, and the replacement of technology has eliminated customer satisfaction and
increased inefficiency.

Keywords: Mcdonaldization, Health System, Efficiency, Calculability, Predictability,
Control.
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1. Introduction

Health care systems have faced many changes in various fields during their
lifetime, which have affected how they provide services. One of these important
developments is the impact of the health system and its various parts on
McDonaldization. George Ritzer, the founder of the idea of “McDonalization”
says about the explanation of this concept that “McDonalization is the process
of increasing dominance of the principles of fast food restaurants over more
and more parts of the American society as well as the rest of the world”
(Dorsey, Ritzer, 2016). McDonaldism is a concept that refers to the expansion
of formal rationality in the realms of life, and Ritzer expresses his theory
of social globalization based on McDonald’s expansion. In this research, the
McDonaldization of Ritzer has been investigated in relation to the health
system. Broadly speaking, Ritzer’s main goal is to review and expand Max
Weber’s analysis of modernity, and in particular, Weber’s idea that social
action is increasingly rational, or driven toward rationality, to become the
most effective and practical tool for Determine the achievement of desired
goals (Ritzer, 2004).

From the point of view of health sociologists, McDonaldization threatens
the most valuable and defining value of medicine, including individual
care and meaningful patient-doctor relationships (Dorsey & Ritzer, 2016).
McDonaldization has led to the loss of key aspects of health care. The advent
of Mcdonalization in health care reveals how societal mindsets drive changes
that affect not just one group of people, but an entire society. According to the
mentioned materials, this research seeks to analyze the conceptual space of
McDonaldization and its four principles, its effects and consequences in the
field of health and especially surgery.

2. Materials and Methods

Ritzer’sMcDonaldization thesisrevises and expands Weber’s conceptualization
of formal rationality to examine how more aspects of modern life are subject to
rational forms of organization and control. Extreme rationality is manifested
not only in production-type processes, but also in the cultural imperatives of
everyday activities, especially the contemporary importance of consumption.
In particular, his thesis examines how the continuum of strict rationality
provides producers, consumers, and managers with more efficient, calculable,
predictable, and controllable tools to achieve desirable goals in a dynamic
world. (Ritzer, 2004: 5). In line with these four dimensions, Ritzer describes
his conceptualization of McDonaldization.
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“Efficiency” dimension is the ability to use rational processes in
relation to choosing the appropriate means to achieve specific goals. The
“computability” dimension highlights how quantitative aspects of social
activities are emphasized by rational processes at the expense of quality
and for direct measurement. The “predictability” dimension describes how
rational processes tend to standard processes that often lead to similar results
regardless of spatial and temporal boundaries. Rationalization requires an
increasing effort to ensure predictability from time and place to time and place.
The “control” dimension explains that the way of emphasizing calculability
and predictability, as a means of achieving efficiency, requires more formal
means of ordering and managing the activities of producers and consumers.

3. Discussion

According to Ritzer’s four dimensions, it is discussed how extreme rationality
has dominated healthcare services. In terms of efficiency, health care services
are generally organized in such a way that they provide their services in ways
that maintain or expand their level of service by reducing the consumption of
financial and human resources. Efficiencies in health care can be achieved not
only by increasing margins or value for money, but also by providing coverage
oraccessto services for all people. Adaptability and predictability of health care
processes as well as results have become the common goal of reforming the
health care system. This is achieved through greater transparency of published
results and wider access to data for all healthcare services. In ambulatory
surgery centers, we see such practice guidelines that separate the actions
required by doctors and patients into individual steps and decision points, and
each item is expected to fit on the conveyor belt of care. Computability and
quantitative measurement have become a central feature of healthcare work,
with contemporary payment systems requiring links to categorize patients,
types of conditions, treatment processes and expected costs of care. In
ambulatory surgery centers, the double opportunity for measurement has been
a key feature of efforts to transparently manage professional work. Placing
elective surgery in spaces where the potential for unexpected events is greatly
reduced allows direct measurement and comparison of surgical times and
resource utilization and other aspects of process and performance. In private
centers, data about how each surgeon is performing is often displayed on walls
and message boards, reflecting the competitive performance expectations and
job control that are increasingly common in health services. In the dimension
of control, in short, the aforementioned processes of McDonaldization can be
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imagined as aspects of the increased level of control in the field of healthcare.
This includes clinicians who are expected to meet optimal performance norms,
adhere to standardized processes, and be self-measuring, as well as patients
who must qualify for service prior to designation.

4. Conclusion

McDonaldization has made health care revolve around efficiency, calculability,
predictability, and dehumanized machines that take away the personal aspects
of the clinic visit. The McDonaldization of the health care system has affected
and continues to affect societies, making it increasingly efficient, calculable,
predictable, and controlled by non-human machines. The McDonaldization
has eroded the personal and intentionality of medical visits, replacing it with
rationalization and a desire to speed up appointments. Clinics are more and
more focused on how to get patients through the door quickly rather than
making sure they fully diagnose and treat the underlying medical condition
(Collayer, 2015). Doctors no longer take the time to get to know and interact
personally with their patients. Aspects of society have led doctors to follow
a specific guideline that is provided online to ensure that all patients receive
equal attention rather than as much attention as and when their medical
conditions may require. McDonaldization is steadily making its way into
more aspects of healthcare. As citizens, we must speak up to fight for the
health care we deserve.

George Ritzer’s idea of McDonaldization offers a powerful and persuasive
conceptual approach to interpreting contemporary social change. At the same
time, it has been criticized for repeating established theories, oversimplifying
the complexity of contemporary life, and not fully addressing the limitations
and resistance to rationality. Ritzer’s McDonaldization thesis clearly
continues to shape and reshape health care services by providing an analysis
of contemporary health care reform, particularly the new term of radical
rationality. All this can be summed up in two lines.

First; Vertical growth emphasizes hierarchical structures and control
through the rationalization of management interests in relation to resource
allocation, service planning, and quality control. It can also be considered in
terms of horizontal control structures in the standardization and reconfiguration
of health care practices through formulaic and evidence-based care processes
(Ritzer and Walcak 1988; Harrison 2002).
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Abstract

This article studies the value and attitude changes in the generational transition of the
last two decades in Iran. Its theoretical and conceptual approach is based on Inglehart’s
post-modernization theory, cultural globalization, and social constructivism theory.
Methodologically, the study was conducted using the documentary method and
secondary analysis, and it is also one of the longitudinal studies that tries to measure
the value changes in Iranian society in the 20-year generational transition, based
on the 4th and 7th wave data in the World Values Survey (WVS). The findings
indicate that there has been no change in some values and attitudes, in the 20-year
generational transition, and in others, there are generational differences, although
these changes does not follow a general pattern. In the past, topics such as “friends”
and today, such as “leisure” and “politics” have become more important. As much as
egalitarian gender attitudes, democratic political culture, and liberal tendencies are
seen in one generation, so are patriarchal, non-democratic and Socialist values seen
in that generation. Nevertheless, there are signs of value inversion in this generational
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1. Introduction

Late modernity (Giddens, 2018), post-modernization (Inglehart, 1998), post-
industrial society (Bell, 1976) and network society (Castells, 2010) are words
to describe the contemporary society and express the social changes of the last
few decades that have affected our lifeworld in an unprecedented way. The
reality of late modernity reveals that not only the structures and institutions
of the society are constantly transformed and reconstructed as a result of
technical-technological changes, but also the social and cultural system of the
modern society undergoes transformation in the same way (Giddens, 2003
and 2018; Huntington, 2018 and Inglehart, 1989).

In the same way, the Iranian society has also experienced a comprehensive
structural and institutional transformation in the last few decades, affected
by global events and local and national contexts. In this context, one of the
important issues is the issue of cultural transfer and its consequences, such
as value transformation, cultural rupture and generational differences, which
has provoked wide-ranging studies and analyses. It is in this direction that
the article specifically studies value changes in the process of generational
transition in Iran. The central questions are, how can these value and attitude
changes be represented in the generational transition of the last two decades?
Are these changes fundamental and meaningful? And how can the direction
of these changes be described and interpreted in terms of cultural-value
convergence or divergence?

2.Theoretical Approach

The theoretical approach is formulated by referring to the theory of social
construction (Berger and Lockman, 1967), Inglehart’s theory about value
transformation (1971, 1985, 1989) and the theory of cultural globalization
(Ritzer, 2015): Social conditions and contexts (objective reality) lead to changes
in values and attitudes (subjective reality) and this change, in turn, transforms
the economic, social and political reality. The changes caused by globalization
as well as the dialectic of objective and subjective phenomena in Inglehart’s
thought, indicate the determination of socio-historical contexts and situations.
This issue is discussed in the theory of “social constructionism” (Berger and
Luckman 1967). According to this theory, cultural-value changes do not follow
a fixed and deterministic pattern, but social action and value change are the
result of the dialectical relationship between objective reality and subjective
reality and are affected by primary and secondary socialization processes (Ibid,
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185). Although it is possible to identify similar and homogenous trends in the
value-cultural system, as a result of structural convergence and homogeneity,
but in the final analysis, “different value priorities are a reflection of genetic
characteristics, personal experiences, social situation and different processes
of acculturation” (Schwartz and Bardi, 2001: 268).

3. Method

Methodologically, the paper was carried out in the documentary method and
secondary analysis, and it is also one of the longitudinal studies that tries
to measure the value changes in Iranian society in the 20-year generational
transition, based on the 4th and 7th wave data in the World Values Survey
(WVS, 2021). According to the aims, the research was conducted in the
“Cohort study” method. Based on this, the values and attitudes of peers have
been compared at two points in time: that is, 15 to 35-year-olds of the previous
generation (20 years ago) and 35-55-year-olds of the current generation (now).

4. Findings and Data

The findings indicate that there has been no change in some values and
attitudes, in the 20-year generational transition, and in others, there are
generational differences, although these changes does not follow a general
pattern. In the past, subjects such as “friends” and today, such as “leisure”
and “politics” have become more important. As much as egalitarian gender
attitudes (such as belief in gender equality in political management),
democratic political culture (Such as the priority of democracy and the
preference of elites), and liberal tendencies (belief in private ownership,
priority of economic growth and individual responsibility) are seen in one
generation, so are patriarchal (Education is more important for boys), non-
democratic (Interest in authoritative leadership and military management)
and Socialist values (Government ownership, environmental protection and
government accountability) seen in that generation. Furthermore, there are
signs of value inversion in this generational transition. Not only are religious
values and beliefs weakened among the current generation (such as believing
in life after death, hell, heaven and the likes), but there is divergence and
inversion in moral norms, especially in behaviors such as bribery, tax fraud,
abortion, and divorce.
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5. Conclusion

Based on the findings, it can be argued that attitudes and values are more
influenced by lived experiences, specific historical changes, and multi-
layered social, economic, and political backgrounds than general and global
predictable trends and predetermined paths. It is according to the theoretical
approach of the research, whose evolved form is reflected in the theory of
social constructionism by Berger and Luckman (1967). It can be expected that
the results are less aligned with the theory of value changes (Inglehart, 1989,
1998), because the economic-social changes trends in Iran have followed
a different path from the advanced industrial societies. On the other hand,
the results has seriously challenged the assumptions of those who believe in
the generational gap (Ghadri, 2003), generational discontinuity (Aghajari,
2003) or generational consensus (Bagheri, 2003). It shows how generational
values and attitudes can change over time due to different social-historical
experiences. Therefore, what is actually seen is the generational difference
that occurs in the dialectic of generational objects and subjects.
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Abstract

Due to the high statistics of cosmetic surgery in Iran in the Middle East, many internal
types of research in the field of sociology concerning the tendency to cosmetic surgery
have been conducted among different groups and with different methods. Since, these
investigations are single and scattered, the present study aims to use the meta-analysis
method to analyze and combine the results of studies on the tendency to cosmetic
surgery in lIran. The research method of this article is meta-analysis. To perform a
meta-analysis, 55 authoritative scientific articles that were published between the years
(2001-2011) on the subject of cosmetic surgery in Iran, and they were suitable for this
analysis, were selected and analyzed using the second version of CMA software. The
results showed that the “inferiority feeling” had the greatest effect on the tendency to
cosmetic surgery (r = 0.59). So, the effect size is positive and strong. After that, the
most influential factors on the tendency to cosmetic surgery were normative pressure,
negative body image, reference group, media, and body management with positive
and moderate effect sizes, respectively. This study has emphasized the effectiveness

of sociological variables on the subject.
Keywords: Meta-Analysis, Sociological Variables, Cosmetic Surgery, Effect Size.
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1. Introduction

The trend toward cosmetic and plastic surgery in Iran has expanded a lot. The
high statistics of the tendency toward cosmetic surgery in Iranian society and
its second rank in the Middle East region is a remarkable phenomenon and
cannot be ignored. So far, several studies have been conducted on sociological
factors affecting the tendency to cosmetic surgery in Iran, which have been
scattered and individual. This research is quantitative and descriptive, and
its purpose is to combine and integrate these studies with the meta-analysis
method.

The questions of this research are: 1) what theories and conceptual models
have been used more in sociological research related to the trend toward
cosmetic surgery in Iran? 2) What variables have been studied in sociological
research related to the trend toward cosmetic surgery in Iran? 3) And what is
the overall effect size of each of these variables?

The issue of the present article is that many diverse articles and numerous
types of research have been conducted, in different parts of Iran, over the years,
in the field of “sociological factors affecting the tendency toward cosmetic
surgery”. They are widely accumulated. Now, what is the single result and
overall perspective in this subject area, in our society? The importance of this
research lies in the fact that these articles, regarding a single subject, have not
reached the same and close results. Giving coherence to the dispersion and
disorder of research findings in this field and their combination and analysis
highlights the importance of this research.

2. Materials and Methods

In the field of thematic literature of this research, French anthropologist
Didier Gazagnadou (2006) has mentioned the cultural model of diffusion
in promoting rhinoplasty for women in Iran. He believes that self-practices
are under the influence of new global social currents. Zokaei (2007) also
emphasized the issue of agency and individuality in his study in this context.
In the “Tripartite Influence Model”, J. Kevin Thompson and his colleagues
(1999) have stated that pressure for appearance, from the media, peers, and
family, directly and indirectly, affect body image disorders. Another theory
is the “social comparison theory” presented by Leon Festinger (1954); and
Marika Tiggeman (2013) has used this theory in the context of media influence
on body dissatisfaction, especially among women. In addition, in this research,
due to the meta-analysis of this study, a systematic review and summary of
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the theoretical literature of the reviewed articles have been done. Therefore,
the most important and major theories used in these articles have been taken
into consideration. This research is quantitative and descriptive and its method
is meta-analysis. Meta-analysis is the art of combining research and analysis
of analyses and a quantitative method for the integration of independent
and similar research, which is done to identify the relationship or impact of
variables based on multiple types of research. In this research, 55 articles about
“socio-sociological factors affecting the trend towards cosmetic surgery in
Iran” were selected and analyzed using the second version of CMA software.
These articles had analysis conditions and criteria and were published in
Iranian magazines in the years (1387-1399). The essential element in meta-
analysis is the effect size. In this study, the effect size is based on (r) which is
interpreted using Cohen’s table.

3. Discussion

Out of the 55 articles that were analyzed, the statistical population of 27
articles (49.1%) only included women and the other 28 articles included both
women and men. No article included exclusively men. In this research, 29
different sociological variables affecting the trend toward cosmetic surgery in
Iran have been analyzed.

The theoretical sociological literature that was often used in these articles in
the field of plastic surgery was Giddens, Bourdieu, Goffman, Turner, Veblen,
feminist theorists, and media theorists. These theories are mainly centered
on body management and conspicuous consumption. In the field of identity
formation, they have emphasized “agency and individuality” along with the
social structure.

The findings showed that “inferiority feeling” has the largest effect size
on the tendency to cosmetic surgery (1=0.59). The direction of this effect size
is positive and its level is strong. According to the findings, after that, the
largest effect size was assigned to normative pressure, negative body image,
reference group, media, and body management, respectively. The directions
of these effect sizes were positive and their levels were moderate. The effect
size of some variables, regarding the tendency to cosmetic surgery, has been
estimated at a low level. The average effect size in the religious belief variable
is low and negative. In the same way, the variables of social acceptance, use
of Instagram social networking, preoccupation with being overweight, and
tendency toward appearance, have small and positive effect sizes.
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4. Conclusion
The role of sociological variables and factors in the “tendency to cosmetic
surgery in Iran” is important and requires social and cultural criticism.
The findings of this study supported the theory of Gazagnadou (2016), the
“Tripartite Influence Model” of Thompson and his colleagues (1999), the
social comparison theory of Festinger (1954), and Zokaei’s study (2017).
There is a kind of entanglement between normative pressure, negative body
image, reference group, media, and body management. The media play an
important role in social comparison, emulation, following famous characters
(celebrities), normative pressure, and especially, inferiority feeling. The media
produces and reproduces norms and standards in society and gives legitimacy
to a certain format and lifestyle. Of course, the influence of the media on people
is not one-sided and people can interfere with media messages. In addition to
the media, social pressures are also applied by friends, peers, and the social
environment, which cause social comparisons and the internalization of beauty
ideals. According to the ideal models and Aesthetic criteria and following
fashionable standards and popular patterns, the people of the society not only
find a negative image of their body; also, they suffer from “self-deprecation”
and “dissatisfaction” in other material matters of life.

In the cultural and social atmosphere of Iranian society, people want to find
a better social status in the society through body management. They try not to
fail in social comparison and material competition with others. This issue, in
our society (Iran), shows the importance of appearance and body in gaining
social positions. It reflects the formation of a person’s identity through “body
management”. So, these social and cultural mechanisms that dominate our
society have become a challenging and worrying issue. As such, people with
their heart’s desire and satisfaction fall into the trap of the vicious circle of
a pretend lifestyle. They compete in the conspicuous lifestyle. So, they use
cosmetic surgeries to achieve success.
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Abstract

Human power is very important in organizations. Productivity, effectiveness and
development of organizations depends on the efficiency and effectiveness of
human resources of that organization, so one of the important issues that should be
considered in any organization is job satisfaction and satisfaction of employees of that
organization. Because it can directly lead to organizational development. In order to
realize the productivity of human resources in the organizational field, the necessary
solutions must be identified. One of the effective solutions is to pay attention to the
intellectual capital of the organization and the job satisfaction of the employees. The
present study investigates the factors affecting job satisfaction among employees
of the Bojnourd Education Department. In this study, Herzberg motivational-health
theory was used as a theoretical framework that health factors include: uniformity at
work, salaries and benefits, organizational hierarchy, relationships in the workplace
and access and power, as well as motivational factors including: job category, job
category And the type of employment, this research is done by survey method. The data
collection tool was a researcher-made questionnaire. The validity of the questionnaire
has been confirmed by a group of experts in this field. The statistical population of the
study includes the staff of the Education Department of Bojnourd (250 people). The
statistical sample in this study is 150 employees of this organization, the sampling
method was simple random. Based on the results, salaries and the level of power
and access of individuals have played a major role in increasing job satisfaction of
employees. With increasing salaries and access and power of people, the level of job
satisfaction of employees increases.

Keywords: Job Satisfaction, Productivity, Rights, Power, Access, Organizational
Development.
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1. Introduction

Identifying factors affecting job satisfaction is very important because it plays
a significant role in the productivity of the organization and even in individual
life (Lucai et al., 2007). In general, every organization seeks to identify
the job attitudes of its employees. If these attitudes are clearly explained,
organizations can obtain useful information for human resource management.
Job satisfaction is considered as one of the most important research variables
in organizational behavior and also as a central variable in organizational
research and theories (Darvish, 2007)

Today, employees are considered as intangible assets and strategic capitals
of the organization, which directly affect the performance and productivity
of the organization.Therefore, getting their satisfaction and optimizing their
behavior according to the goals of the organization is extremely important for
the managers of various organizations.

Knowing about level of job satisfaction of employees can help managers
in advancing and improving the productivity of human resources, and finally
developing participation in decision-making in the organization. Studies
have shown that job satisfaction has a wide range of importance from certain
aspects and dimensions in different environments and for different groups.
Other studies consider personality variables and personal characteristics to
be effective on job satisfaction, and some others have considered working
conditions and activities that lead to dissatisfaction to be effective. (Foroghi
et al., 2016).

The achievement factors of any organization depend on the effort and
job satisfaction of the organization’s employees. In the survey report of
American faculty members, it is stated that 40 percent of American university
faculty members are dissatisfied with insufficient salaries and benefits and
cumbersome procedures in some cases (Safi et al., 2009). According to the
conducted studies and researches, as well as the effects and consequences
of increasing or decreasing job satisfaction towards the goals set by the
organization. We decided to answer the basic question in this research: What
are the factors of increasing or decreasing the job satisfaction of the employees
of Bojnord Education Department?

2. Materials and Methods

This research is survey and can be considered as applied one. The statistical
population of the research is 250 employees of the education department of
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Bojnord city. Based on Morgan’s formula, 150 employees were selected as the
sample of this study. The validity of the content of the research questionnaire
has been confirmed by experts in relation to the subject under study. The
reliability of each of the independent and dependent variables of the research,
through Cronbach’s alpha, is as follows.

3. Discussion

According to the results of the table Pyerson s test shows a significant difference
between the variables of job satisfaction and strength of the respondents, that
is, less than 0.05% And due to the directness of the relationship, the research
hypothesis is confirmed and can be generalized to the society The results
of Pearson’s test show that there is no significant difference between the
variables of job satisfaction and service history of the respondents (more than
0.05%). The relationship is direct, so the research hypothesis is rejected and
cannot be generalized to the society. Also, the Pearson test results show that
there is no significant difference between the variables of job satisfaction and
organization hierarchy of the respondents (more than 0.05%). The relationship
is direct, so the research hypothesis is rejected and cannot be generalized to
the society.

According to the results of the Pearson test significance level table, it shows
that there is a significant difference between the job satisfaction variable and
the salary variable of the respondents (less than 0.05%). The relationship is
direct, so the research hypothesis can be confirmed and can be generalized to
the society. On the other hand, the Pearson test results show that there is no
significant difference between the variables of job satisfaction and uniformity
in the respondents’ work (more than 0.05 percent). The relationship is direct.
Therefore, the research hypothesis is rejected and cannot be generalized to the
society. Also, the findings of Pearson’s test show that there is no significant
difference between the variables of job satisfaction and age of the respondents
(more than 0.05 percent). The relationship is direct. Therefore, the research
hypothesis is rejected and cannot be generalized to the society. The relationship
is direct, so the research hypothesis is acceptable and can be generalized to
the society

3. Conclusion
According to the obtained information, three research variables, i.e.,
power, salary, and working relationships with colleagues had a significant
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relationship with job satisfaction, so they can be effective in increasing
job satisfaction. There is a direct relationship between the relationships in
the work environment and job satisfaction, that is, when people have good
intra-organizational relationships, their job satisfaction also increases. There
is a direct and significant relationship between salary and job satisfaction of
employees. In other words, according to Maslow’s hierarchy of needs, people
in this organization pay more attention to basic needs, and the higher their
salary, the higher their job satisfaction. There is a direct relationship between
the hierarchy of the organization and job satisfaction, in other words, it can
be said that the higher the regulations in the hierarchy of the organization, the
higher the level of people’s satisfaction. The relationship between the variable
of uniformity in work and the job satisfaction of employees is direct but not
significant, that is, it cannot be generalized to the society, considering the low
variance of this variable, one of the reasons for the non-significance of this
relationship can be found in this issue. There is no significant relationship
between the age variable and job satisfaction. The age variable is one of those
factors that the higher the level of expectations, experience and maturity of
a person provides this possibility. The relationship between the variable of
income and job satisfaction is not significant, which means that it can be
concluded that as the amount of salary and benefits that are considered for the
individual increases, the level of his expectation also increases and as a result,
satisfaction in case of insufficient income leads to dissatisfaction.
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Abstract

This paper examines the phenomenon of dollar selling in Sabzeh-Meydan (green
square), near Tehran Bazaar. Dollar sellers exhibit and introduce some interesting
elements to the economic activities around Bazaar that are fit to be dealt with from a
cultural studies point of view. The phenomenon of dollar selling is a unique event in
terms of its content; in other words, there are layers of power and resistance behind
the phenomenon of selling dollars, which is tried here to be carefully examined. This
research uses the ethnographic method to collect its data. The data in fact come
from participatory observation. To collect data an emphasis was placed on document
collection, direct observation in the field, and conducting semi-structured interviews.
The interviews were conducted with 11 samples in the field, and the following results
were obtained using the theories of Bourdieu and related theorists in the field of
cultural studies. The data analysis and interpretation show that dollar-selling practice
and exhibit a resistance but rather a cultural resistance in the field. Regardless of the
business values involved, dollar sellers in Sabzeh-Meydan express an independent
identity, and by showing lifestyle they are trying to express resistance against the
dominant cultural values of Tehran’s Bazaar. In addition, dollar sellers redefine
themselves in relation to the government and refuse to accept the dominant patterns
of economic behavior set forth by the government.
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1. Introduction
In line with the tradition of cultural studies as an interdisciplinary science that
pays attention to seemingly mundane phenomena and removes layers of a
phenomenon in order to reach the depth and meaning hidden in it, the dollar-
selling phenomenon has often been neglected by Iranian researchers. Here,
this phenomenon will be tackled so to unfold its various hidden dimensions.
Dollar-sellers who perform themselves as gamblers have a special intra-
group culture, which distinguishes them from the old bazaar business-keepers.
This intra-group culture is noticeable in the way they dress, talk, walk and
in their all other actions. They lack sufficient cultural and economic capitals
to enter the heart of the traditional Bazaar, and for this reason, the cultural
system of the core Bazaar market and the cultural event of the business do not
allow such people to enter into it. As a result, a special lifestyle goes on in the
sidelines of the mainstream of Bazaar business. We will address all these in
this short paper.

2. Materials and Methods

It seems that the ethnographic approach provides a better information and
understanding about power and resistance in Sabzeh Meydan. This is because
the ethnographic researcher is interested in studying common patterns and the
unit of analysis is usually more than 20 people or more than the number of
people necessary for grounded theory approach. Ethnography rather focuses
on an entire cultural group regardless of the number of people involved.
Sometimes this may be a small cultural group. This mostly, however, is not
the case and the group is usually large and includes many people who have
interacted with each other over time (Cresol, 2011: 92).

We used the ethnographic method to collect data in the following areas:
document collection, direct observation, participatory observation, and semi-
structured interviews.

Since the dollar sellers in Sabzeh Meydan have been interacting with each
other for a long period of time, we tried to record the events and interactions
of people present in the field using participatory observation. Due to some
problems in the field of research, such as the high sensitivity (vigilance) of
dollar sellers towards the presence of outsiders in the field, it was difficult
to collect data, record audio and video from the field, and to observe ethical
aspects of the activity. Data collection took place in the form of observation,
preparation of collective images and sounds, so that the privacy of none of the
people present in the field would not be violated. In order to collect reports and
photos from Sabzeh Meydan, we wandered around the place as passers-by and
took about 1000 photos of them on different days. We also prepared videos with
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a mobile phone camera, in which the way of speaking, commotion, the way
of dressing and the behavior of the dollar sellers are recorded. The difference
between working in this field and other places is that it is very difficult to collect
information from this place and it requires a long-term trust-building process
and the need to actively participate in the field and interact with the people
present in the field. Therefore, after going through the steps of building trust in
the field and establishing friendly relations with some experienced people and
providing the interview conditions, conditions for interviewing became ready.
Meanwhile we followed the ethical and scientific aspects of the research.

3. Data

In terms of the researcher’s official interview, which was conducted after
the trust-building steps as mentioned above, 11 people were selected and
interviewed. There were more informal dialogues, short interviews with
people in the field in the form of participatory observation, which led to
theoretical saturation with the next 11 interviews. For the interview with the
dollar sellers, the following areas were determined and the in-depth interview
questions were obtained from people involved.

Age and gender of dollar sellers; How to get to the group of dollar sellers;
How to work and sell dollars in this group; Other than economic motifs, what
else is the purpose of the dollar sellers to do this; Existence or absence of
supervision by power institutions on this group.

4. Discussion

Here the phenomenon of dollar-sellers in Sabzeh Meydan at Tehran’s Bazar
has been discussed as one of the seemingly insignificant economic element,
though influential in the everyday life of people in the Bazaar neighborhood.
Here we brought this phenomenon under research scrutiny. Although people
were seemingly buying and selling dollar currency there, there were hidden
layers, which we have revealed through the curiosity of the researchers using
cultural studies approach.

The essence of what happens in Sabzeh Meydan lies in gambling and it was
revealed through the results of interviews and field evidence. In several interviews,
dollar sellers officially admitted this and used the word gambling. In some cases,
the interviewee used alternative slang terms such as paper games, promissory
note games, or artificial transactions. All this provides one meaning and that is
gambling. According to the data obtained from the interviews, the volume of
transactions in Sabzeh Meydan was estimated to be something between 50 and
100 million dollars per day. The transaction process was such that people entered
the transaction on credit. Credit could be provided in three ways:
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* Deposit: To trade a roll of dollars, which is 10,000 dollars, you must
deposit at least three million Tomans (Iranian currency) with one of the trusted
dollar dealers. In fact, you have paid the profit and loss of the transaction in
advance.

* Cash capital: Your bank account information must be specified in some
way. For example, someone confirming your identity, so that one would know
you have a minimum amount of saving in your bank account.

* One of the dollar sellers and trustees of the field must introduce you. One
of the trustees must guarantee you. In other words, the guarantor will bear the
losses of the transaction with you, in case of absconding.

However, entering the field does not happen easily. Although the dollar
sellers are looking to find a person who is not unfamiliar with the complexities
of the market, so to trade with him and get more profit. Entering into the
transaction, nevertheless, requires credit that is not easily obtained, and
perhaps the easiest way is to have a huge capital.

After entering the Sabzeh Meydan (green square), an individual can
start buying and selling dollars. The dollar sellers or gamblers of Sabzeh
Meydan start trading dollars based on the daily price from around 10 am.
Trading continues until 14:00 and stops at 14:00. At 2:00 p.m., the price of
dollars, coins, and Ouns will be determined in Sabzeh Meydan, and after that,
liquidation and clearing of transactions will begin. In fact, the profit criterion
for sellers and buyers of coins and currency is the same price that is set in
Sabzeh Meydan. The main transactions in the sham transaction section are
done without any real dollars or coins, and only happens on paper. Paper or
sham transactions happen between two or more people. In such a way, person
A buys some dollars from person B. The difference between the buying and
selling dollars or coins with the announced price in the afternoon determines
the amount of profit and loss of the parties.

5. Conclusion

Sabzeh Meydan can be called as Gambling Square. According to the interviewees,
at least 40 to 80 percent of foreign currency transactions and in Sabzeh Meydan
are in the form of gambling. No actual dollars or coins are present. Transaction
information is recorded in sheets by trustees and individuals themselves, and at
the end of the day, the difference between purchases and sales is calculated and
settled by individuals. In addition to dollar and currency gambling, gambling
is also seen in football games and sports competitions. Buying stolen gold, and
all kinds of transactions are going on in it. This paper shows that dollar-selling
activity is an indication of Fisk’s concept of war at Market because it performs
a scene where power and resistance are practiced.
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Abstract

In today’s society, according to experts, men are the secret customers of the beauty
industry and beauty centers with which they manage and build their identity. For this
purpose, the present study is a qualitative study on the construction of identity and
identity management strategies of men in Yazd in beauty centers. The data of this
study were collected through in-depth interviews and Hermeneutic phenomenological
method was used to analyze them. Using theoretical and purposeful sampling
method, 25 Yazdi men were interviewed and finally, the collected data were coded
and analyzed in the form of 11 themes. The results show that the participating men
believe that beauty is a good tool for managing and achieving the desired identity.
Their understanding and interpretation of attending beauty salons are shown in three
themes: sexual competition, coping style and metacognitive strategy. To this end, men
have introduced their new identities to everyone through self-efficacy, self-ideal, self-
perfection, and self-worth. Finally, they have managed their identities using empathy,

character building, modelling, and art strategies.
Keywords: Identity, Identity Management Strategy, Beauty Centers, Yazdi Men
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1. Introduction

Today, a method of male identity management is to attend beauty and
beautification centers that build and manage their body and identity with
beautification and cultural idea of beauty attraction. Man’s body is a part of
their identity that they seek to achieve its ideal shape. For this reason, they are
drawn towards acquired and clinical beauty. Since the ideal cultural attraction
for men is a muscular body, they are trying to achieve an attractive and
desirable self by shaping and changing their bodies. In the era of advertising
and consumerism, Yazdi men define their identity by their appearance. It
seems that, although most of the applicants for beauty procedures in the world
are women, however, very little research has been done concerning men who
apply for beauty procedures and their identity management for this type of
procedure. Therefore, with this approach, the current research seeks to find
an answer to the question, what are men’s understanding and perception of
attending beauty centers? How have men defined their identity by visiting

beauty centres? And with what strategies do they manage the changed identity?

2. Materials and Methods

This study is a qualitative study using the hermeneutic phenomenology
method. The current research population is men who visited beauty centers
in Yazd city and performed various beauty procedures. Participants were
selected based on purposive sampling. Research data were obtained through
in-depth interviews. Interviews were conducted with 25 Yazdi men in gyms,
men’s barbershops, and medical and surgical centers. After the analysis of the
data, after conducting the interview, the words recorded by the researcher were
converted into written text and the sentences and phrases that indicated an
understanding of the men’s experience of the phenomenon were identified. In
the next step, the researcher used important phrases to categorize the meanings
that led to the achievement of sub-themes, and these sub-themes appeared on
the cover of the theme to write about what the men experienced. Finally, in
the data validation section, after re-reading the versions and matching them
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with the recorded transcripts, to check the accuracy of the contents, it was
provided to the participants to confirm its correctness. To validate the obtained
information, the opinions of the professors and colleagues in this field were
used and their opinions were included in the final results, and an analytical

comparison was made between the raw data and the structure of the themes.

3. Data

The results show that men seek to achieve a new identity and manage it by
performing beauty treatments and attending beauty centers. The perception
of the interviewees about attending beauty centers agreed with their sexual
competition, confrontational style and metacognitive strategies and in this
way, Yazdi men by referring to beauty centers define their identity with the
themes of self-efficacy, self-idealism, self-perfection, and self-worth. and
have interpreted Finally, men have displayed their new identity by adopting

strategies of identification, character building, modeling and acting.

4. Discussion

Therefore, according to the surveys, today men define and manage their
identity through beauty and the presence in beauty centers. Through
beautification, they have paved the way to introduce themselves to others.
Men’s understanding and perception of using beauty centers and changing
their appearance have created a sense of competition and movement among
men. To extract beauty capital from the hands of women and achieve their
main goal, i.e. desired and ideal identity, they have preferred the use of the
beauty strategy over other strategies.

5. Conclusion

Therefore, beautifying and beautifying the body is a fashionable strategy for
managing the identity of Yazdi men, by using which men able to achieve the
desired identity. The beauty of the body is a new mask and veil that men have

used to help them in the main goal of answering the question of who they are
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and how they are in the eyes of others, and as a result, how they maintain and
manage their identity.
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Abstract

The main purpose of the research is to study the effective factors of tendency to superstition
among citizens. The research method is quantitative meta-analysis, the statistical population
of which is 23 documents, of which 18 studies were selected due to the survey and being
related to the research problem, compliance with quality and validity, non-probability
sampling method from the scientific database of Nurmagz, Jihad Dhanshi, Mag-Iran and
Iran has been docked. The results show that there is a relationship between social (0.135),
cultural (0.204), psychological (0.365) and economic (0.478) factors with superstition
tendency and their total effect was equal to 19. Also, Q test and funnel plot confirmed the
existence of heterogeneity (variance) between studies. To check it, contextual variables
were considered as moderator variables. The results of the moderator study show that ethnic
identity has an effect on superstition tendency and its overall effect is equal to 0.13%. This
rate has been higher among Ler and Turks than other ethnic groups. In terms of gender,
women are more prone to superstition than men, and the reason for this is the psychological,
physical and social difference between men and women in society. Also, football players
are less inclined to superstitions and general citizens are more prone to superstitions. From
the point of view of the place of life (biospatial-geographic), the residents of the village
environment are more interested and willing to explain things with superstitions. The reason
for this is geographical isolation, low cultural capital, localism, and people’s compatibility
with their traditional and historical norms regarding social affairs.
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1. Introduction
According to the latest statistics of the Ministry of Health, 10% of the country’s
population went to non-specialized and unqualified people such as Duanavis
and Ramal in one year. 68% of girls between the ages of 18 and 26 have
visited a fortune teller at least once, 50% have visited a fortune teller several
times, and 83% of students have confirmed the words of fortune tellers and
went to them with faith. More than seven and a half million Iranians were
customers of fortune tellers, fortune tellers and prayer writers in 2013. He
spends one hundred thousand tomans a week on coffee, rose water, candles
and tarot cards. Basically, throughout the history of human life, man seeks
peace of mind and explanation of issues. In Iran, in 2019, the market of sandal
and prayer writing flourished by 40%, and people spent more than 30 billion
tomans per year on this issue. Various researches have been done about the
tendency towards superstitions, by searching the keywords of superstitions on
the Normagz website, Mag Iran and the Academic Jihad database, 18 survey
research documents have been registered. Explain superstitions. Finally, the
main goal of the research is:

1. Meta-analysis of factors affecting the tendency to superstitions

2. Studying the effect of mediating variables (moderating) on superstition
tendency

3. Providing socio-cultural solutions to deal with superstitions in society

2. Materials and Methods

The present research is meta-analysis type. In this researcher’s method,
statistical analysis has been done using quantitative research findings. The
statistical population of the present study is all the studies conducted in Iran
during the years 2009 to 2019 with the same topic as the present study, which are
indexed in one of the scientific databases of SID University Jihad, Noormags
specialized journals database, Magiran publications database. Among more
than 23 research studies on superstitions, 18 research documents that had the
basic criteria of meta-analysis, such as correlation coefficient, significance
level, and specific sample size, were selected. The list of information that was
removed from the studies includes: general information (author’s name), year
of publication, statistical population, information related to research variables
(correlation coefficient and significance level), sample size and sampling
method. Each of the studies was coded and entered into the CMA software.
The main method of meta-analysis is based on combining the results, which
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is used after converting the statistics into the r index and estimating the effect
size. Based on this, the researches that were selected for meta-analysis are
presented in Tables.

3. Data

- The characteristics of 18 research documents are given in terms of sample
size, sampling method, place of implementation, ethnic identity and place of
implementation.

- 72% of'the research is a published research article and 28% is an academic
thesis.

- 16% of the researches were carried out in 2009 and 2018.

- 16.6% of researches have been carried out in Isfahan city.

- 50% of the researches were carried out by multi-stage cluster method,
39% by simple random method and 11% by stratified method.

- 61% of the researches have been done on the Fars ethnic group.

- 56% of the authors have chosen their statistical population from men.

- 72% of the research has studied about general citizens.

- 72% of the surveyed group lived in the city and 28% in the village.

4. Discussion

One: There is a significant relationship between cultural factors and tendency
to superstitions. As the use of mass communication tools (0.391), education
(0.200), social awareness (0.124), modernity (0.142), religiosity (0.235) and
cultural capital (0.135) increases, the society’s tendency towards superstitions
and superstitions decreases. and with the increase of fatalism (0.180) at
the level of society, superstitious behaviors among Iranian people will also
increase.

Two: There is a significant relationship between social factors and tendency
to superstitions. When in the society, people have a tendency towards social
conformity (0.247), they refer to superstitious thoughts in their daily affairs,
with the increase of social helplessness (0.317), the person becomes more
superstitious. With the increase in life satisfaction (0.240), social support
(0.301), awareness of citizenship rights (0.415), urbanization (0.145),
superstitious behaviors and beliefs in the society, there is a decreasing trend.
Social isolation (0.331) will cause a person to be cut off from the community,
social exclusion, and hiding into superstitious thoughts and behaviors to instill
peace and psychological security.



Y

o &
Ashayeri et al.
Socilogical Research

Studying the Effective Factors of Tendency towards ... s

Three: There is a significant relationship between psychological factors
and tendency to superstitions. Along with the increase in the feeling of social
security (0.301) and self-esteem (0.156) in the society, superstitious beliefs
also decrease, as alienation (0.370) and the feeling of anomie (0.287) permeates
the culture and social structure and becomes common among people, this It
will spread the culture of superstition in the society.

Four: There is a significant relationship between economic factors and
tendency to superstitions. With the increase of relative deprivation (0314),
the amount of superstition increases, as the level of socio-economic justice
(0.135) and income (0.247) increases in the society, the amount of superstition
will decrease, occupational identity (0.190) also increases in the amount of
superstition. Orientation has an effect.

5. Conclusion

It refers to a behavior that through fortune-telling, astrology and speculation
by some fortune-tellers who are able to receive money and wages, predict
the future and events related to the individual and the family. This culture
occurred in all societies of the world and before the revolution. It is a very
common industry and with the passage of time and social-cultural changes in
human societies, its intensity has decreased to some extent, but it still exists
as a ritual and belief among people. Still in Iran, despite the socio-cultural
developments, according to the researches, prayers, fortune-telling, dream
interpretation, etc. are carried out. Considering that nearly 18 researches
have been conducted in this regard, the main goal of the research is to study
the effective factors of tendency towards superstitions among citizens in the
period of 2009- 2018 using meta-analysis method.
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