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Abstract

This study employs a documentary and library-based method to examine the relationship between the state and
civil society—understood here as “political modernity”—in the political thought of Sayyed Hasan Taqgizadeh.
The findings show that from an early age, Taqizadeh was aware of and inclined toward the principles of political
modernity. Through his journalistic activities and political experience (parliamentary work, exile, and his role
as editor of Kaveh), he developed a hybrid and evolving conception of the boundary between the public and
private spheres. In his early period (the Constitutional Revolution), his positions on issues such as the relationship
between Sharia and civil law, civil liberties, and the role of the state were at times inconsistent. However, his long
period of exile and his later return to Iran deepened his conviction that the strengthening of a central government
and the growth of civil society must advance simultaneously. The research shows that Taqgizadeh supported a
powerful central state as a precondition for stabilizing political freedoms and enabling national progress, while
also emphasizing freedom of education, economic competition, and equal rights for all groups within the nation.
This combination places him between advocates of political modernity and proponents of a strong, centralized
order. The study concludes that Tagizadeh sought to adopt the “essence of modernity”—political liberty, social
development, and tolerance—from the West, yet believed its realization depended on national growth and
institutional consolidation.

Keywords: Civil Society, Citizenship, Political Modernity, State.

1. Department of Political Science, Faculty of Economics and Social Sciences, Bu-Ali Sina University, Hamedan, Iran (Corresponding Author).
Email: yahyavi@basu.ac.ir

II. Department of Political Science, Faculty of Economics and Social Sciences, Bu-Ali Sina University, Hamedan, Iran.

II1. Department of Political Science, Faculty of Economics and Social Sciences, Bu-Ali Sina University, Hamedan, Iran.

Citations: Yahyavi, H., Honari Latif Poor, H. & Moradi, A., (2026). An Analysis of the Relationship Between the State and Civil Society in
the Thought of Seyyed Hassan Taghizadeh. Two Quarterly Journal of Contemporary Sociological Research, 15(28), 153—171. https://doi.
org/10.22084/csr.2026.32218.2439

Homepage of this Article: https://csr.basu.ac.ir/article_6880.html?lang=en

Publisher & Owner: Bu-Ali Sina University. Copyright © 2026 The Authors. Published by Bu-Ali Sina University.

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 International license (https://creativecommons.org/

licenses/by-nc/4.0/). Non-commercial uses of the work are permitted, provided the original work is properly cited.
3v_ne



http://orcid.org/0000-0002-5533-4222
http://orcid.org/0000-0002-4650-623X
http://orcid.org/0000-0003-2867-9898

Yahyavi et al.

lysisoftheRelati

1. Introduction

The core problem addressed in this study is how Tagizadeh—one of the central intellectual and political
figures of post-Constitutional Iran—conceptualized the relationship between the state and civil society,
and to what extent his vision facilitated or hindered the development of political modernity in Iran.
The necessity of this inquiry stems from his dual role as both a public intellectual (through articles and
editorials, particularly in Kaveh) and a political actor (as a parliamentarian, minister, and diplomat).
The main research question is: How did Taqizadeh understand political modernity, particularly in terms
of state—society relations? Subsidiary aims include tracing the evolution of his conceptual framework,
identifying the components of his views on freedoms and citizenship, and analyzing the compatibility
between his theoretical positions and political conduct. Existing scholarship has examined various
aspects of Taqizadeh’s life, but a systematic analysis of his political modernity remains scarce. This

study addresses that gap.

2. Methodology

The research adopts a historical—interpretive method grounded in documentary and library sources.
Primary materials include Tagizadeh’s writings and speeches, issues of Kaveh, and parliamentary records;
secondary sources consist of modern scholarly works on Iranian modernity and intellectual history. The
analysis combines historical contextualization, textual content analysis, and hermeneutic interpretation
to identify the conceptual shifts and tensions in Tagizadeh’s political thought. The conceptual framework
is informed by the literature on political modernity, including state—civil society relations, political rights,

and intermediary institutions.

3. Findings

Early awareness of modernity: From the Constitutional era onward, Taqizadeh demonstrated familiarity
with core principles of political modernity, such as freedom of education, press freedom, and equal rights
for all religious groups.

Contradictions in the early period: During the first and second Majles, his positions at times appeared
inconsistent—for example, invoking Islamic law as a source of legislation while simultaneously asserting
popular sovereignty. These contradictions may reflect both an immature conceptualization and political
pressures of the time.

Transformation during exile: His fourteen-year exile and leadership of Kaveh enabled a deeper
engagement with modernity. In this period, he explicitly emphasized adopting Europe’s “civilizational
essence” (education, social progress, tolerance) while advocating for a strong central state.

Post-exile synthesis: Upon returning to Iran, he concluded that full civil liberties without institutional
development would lead to disorder. He thus articulated a balance between state capacity and societal

oversight, resembling what contemporary theories describe as a “narrow corridor” of liberty.
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Pragmatic and sometimes conciliatory political behavior: Taqizadeh’s political practice shows
readiness to compromise with authoritarian structures in pursuit of broader civil and cultural aims,

placing him in a hybrid position between liberal aspirations and order-based governance.

4. Discussion

As a prominent figure in the Constitutional movement, Taghizadeh—from his very entry into politics
during the Constitutional era—advocated for the separation of the state from civil society through the
limitation of political power. He strove to secure these ends by emphasizing the protection of individuals’
natural rights—including freedom of thought and belief (implying the separation of religion and politics),
economic freedom and property rights, freedom of expression, and the right to form associations.
Admittedly, his ideas often take the form of counsel or advice; furthermore, due to a lack of robust
theoretical foundations and a tendency toward political caution, his arguments occasionally contain
contradictions—most notably regarding the relationship between Sharia (religious law) and secular law,
as well as the issue of women forming associations. Nevertheless, Taghizadeh’s steadfast belief—held
throughout his life—that the state must limit its own power and respect the natural rights of individuals
stands out as exemplary among his contemporary intellectuals. However, when the Constitutional
Revolution failed to yield such results and society descended into chaos and anarchy, Taghizadeh’s
priority shifted toward strengthening the central government and establishing security by any means
necessary. Nevertheless, his advocacy for a stronger central government did not imply a disregard for
the necessity of upholding individual rights—or, in other words, maintaining the distinction between
the public and private spheres. Rather, echoing John Locke, he viewed this as a prerequisite for urgent,
fundamental reforms aimed at ensuring security, expanding freedom for all social classes, enabling
their participation in public affairs and decision-making processes, and securing full, genuine liberty in
the exercise of their political rights. He was also well aware that this objective could only be achieved
through the growth and expansion of the private sector—specifically by removing manufacturing,
production, trade, imports, exports, and industrial enterprises from state control, thereby bringing an end
to “state socialism.” These observations, noted by Taghizadeh, also align with the Western experience,
where economic thinkers played a prominent role in theorizing a self-organizing civil society distinct
from the state. By positing economic freedom as the cornerstone of any sound social order, they defined
the state’s function as guaranteeing maximum freedom for individuals—acting as free property owners
in pursuit of their own personal interests. It is in light of these contexts that the present study attempts to

examine the relationship between the state and civil society from Taghizadeh’s perspective.

5. Conclusion
A synthesis of civil development and temporary authoritarianism: Taqizadeh argued that gradual

realization of freedoms requires a strong and orderly state capable of building the educational and
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institutional foundations for a modern society. While this view is intelligible within a developmentalist
framework, it carries the risk of justifying lasting authoritarianism.

Tensions between theory and practice: The inconsistencies in his discourse and actions may reflect
both intellectual evolution and pragmatic responses to political constraints. Taqgizadeh did not offer a
fully systematic theory but rather a set of guiding principles linked to practical concerns.

Implications for Iranian intellectual history: His case illustrates that Iran’s path to political modernity
required a delicate balance between state-building and civil-society empowerment. Taqizadeh’s
oscillation between these poles helps explain some of the historical complexities that delayed the

consolidation of political modernity in Iran.
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Fig. 1: How the Public Sphere is Distinguished from the Private Sphere and Its Implications (Authors, 2025).
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1. State

2. Civil society

3. Individuality

4. Citizen

5. Individual

6. Barbier

7. Absolutist State

8. Siedentop

9. Hobbes

10. State of Nature

11. Spinoza

12. Locke

13. Invisible hand theory
14. Adam Smith

15. Acemoglu & Robinson
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