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Abstract

A nomadic lifestyle based on seasonal migration represents one of the earliest forms of human social organization
that has persisted into the contemporary era. In Iran, nomadic and agro-pastoral communities have historically
played a significant role in the country’s socio-economic structure, with the Qashqai tribe constituting one of
the most prominent nomadic groups. Traditionally, their livelihood was based on mobile livestock husbandry
and seasonal migration between summer and winter grazing territories. Against this backdrop, the present study
investigates the pattern of social changes experienced by the Qashqai nomads in Isfahan Province over the past
four decades. The study employed a mixed-methods approach. The research population consisted of Qashqai
individuals aged over 60 years, selected through purposive sampling. In-depth interviews were conducted with
33 tribal elders until theoretical saturation was achieved and subsequently extended to 40 participants to enhance
the robustness of the findings. Data were analyzed using the coding procedures of Grounded Theory. The findings
revealed that social transformations within the Qashqai community can be classified into five major dimensions:
changes in livelihood patterns, transformations in the social stratification system, developments in healthcare
services, modifications in migration patterns and mobility, and changes in kinship relations. The results indicate
that these transformations emerged through the interaction of internal and external forces, with modernization and
globalization serving as the primary drivers of change. Technological advancements, new economic arrangements,
and changing lifestyles have reshaped social relations and everyday practices, while globalization has influenced
local values, norms, and belief systems through cultural integration. Overall, the study demonstrates that the
Qashqgai community has adapted to profound social transformations while continuing to negotiate the balance
between tradition and modernity, contributing to a deeper understanding of social change, cultural adaptation, and
the sustainability of contemporary nomadic societies.
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1. Introduction

The Qashgqai tribe is one of the most historically influential nomadic confederacies in Iran, traditionally
sustaining a migratory pastoral way of life across the southern regions of the Zagros Mountain range.
However, state-led modernization policies during the Pahlavi era, particularly under Mohammad Reza
Shah Pahlavi, initiated gradual processes of sedentarization that significantly altered the traditional
nomadic lifestyle of many Qashqai communities. Despite these transformations, the Qashqai continue
to inhabit extensive territories in southern Iran, practicing seasonal migration between winter pastures in
the lower-altitude regions of southern and southwestern Iran and summer pastures located in the higher
elevations of Fars Province, Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-Ahmad Province, and parts of Isfahan Province. A
defining characteristic of the Qashqai tribe is their enduring collective memory and emotional attachment
to ancestral lands, deeply embedded in their music, poetry, oral traditions, and historical narratives. These
cultural expressions reflect themes of nostalgia, displacement, and historical hardship, while Qashqai
music in particular conveys profound emotional and melancholic dimensions that preserve the memory
of centuries of migration and social upheaval. Similarly, the natural landscapes of their migratory routes
remain central to their cultural imagination and identity, reinforcing a persistent sense of belonging
despite ongoing social change. These cultural attachments are further manifested in customs, traditions,
proverbs, and collective emotional life. Against this background, the present study examines the social
transformations experienced by the Qashqai tribe, aiming not only to analyze their social structure but
also to explore the lived experiences and subjective interpretations of change from the perspective of
tribal members. Furthermore, the study seeks to develop a sociological model of social change among
the Qashgai in Isfahan Province over the past four decades, based on the perspectives of elders, local
elites, and community members, addressing the central question of how these social changes can be

sociologically interpreted and understood.

2. Materials and Methods

This study was grounded in an interpretive sociological approach that provided the conceptual framework
for examining social change within the Qashqai tribal community. Within the interpretive paradigm,
human beings are understood as active, creative, and meaning-making agents who continuously construct
and reconstruct social reality through everyday interactions; thus, social life is conceived as an ongoing
process through which meanings, identities, and social structures are produced and reproduced. Given
the anthropological orientation of the research, an ethnographic design was adopted to investigate the
lived experiences, cultural practices, and social transformations of the Qashqai tribe, with particular
emphasis on cultural change as a key lens for understanding evolving patterns of social organization.
The study is categorized as fundamental and developmental research. The Qashqai population in Iran is
estimated at approximately 1.7 million, while the target population consisted of nomads aged 60 years
and older residing in Isfahan Province. Purposive and theoretical sampling techniques were employed
to select participants with extensive lived experience of tribal life and long-term exposure to processes
of social change. Participants were included because they could provide retrospective accounts spanning
at least four decades, ensuring historical depth and reliability of the data. Data collection was conducted
primarily through in-depth semi-structured interviews; theoretical saturation was initially reached after 33
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interviews, but the sample was extended to 40 participants to enhance analytical robustness. Participants
included tribal elders, knowledgeable community members, and key local informants. Methodological
rigor was ensured through triangulation, including non-participant observation, participant observation,
and document analysis. Finally, data were analyzed using Grounded Theory procedures—open, axial,
and selective coding—which enabled the identification of core categories and the development of an

explanatory framework for understanding social change processes within the Qashqai community.

3. Discussion and Analysis

Based on the major analytical categories, the concept of “structuring and de-structuring processes”
emerges as the most comprehensive and abstract core category, providing a final theoretical explanation
of social change among the Qashqai nomads and offering an integrative framework for understanding
how modernization has reshaped their social world. Rather than passively experiencing modernization,
the Qashqai actively interpret, evaluate, and negotiate its meanings through lived experience and
collective memory, thereby constructing a situated understanding of social transformation. Social
change is perceived as inherently ambivalent, simultaneously generating opportunities to overcome
ecological, social, cultural, and economic constraints while also improving access to resources, raising
living standards, and expanding developmental capacities. These transformations are shaped by the
interaction of causal conditions, including economic development, healthcare improvement, welfare
expansion, and increased mobility; contextual ecological constraints inherent in nomadic life; and
intervening factors such as traditional authority structures, cultural conservatism, and limited access
to information. The interaction of these factors has produced a complex, multidimensional process of
change within Qashqai society. In response, the Qashqai adopt adaptive strategies along a continuum
between acceptance and resistance, reflecting both positive and critical evaluations of modernization.
While acknowledging the benefits of socio-economic and technological developments, they express
concern over the erosion of traditional lifeways, kinship structures, and cultural values. Consequently,
their engagement with modernity is cautious, selective, and conditional, accepting change only when
compatible with enduring cultural and religious frameworks. From an anthropological perspective,
nomadic communities have historically occupied marginal positions within modernization processes
and often face unequal access to its benefits. Therefore, a nuanced and context-sensitive approach is

required to understand their ongoing social transformation and cultural continuity.

4. Conclusion

The findings of this study demonstrate that the social transformation of the Qashqgai nomadic community
over the past four decades has been multidimensional, involving profound changes in livelihood
systems, social stratification, migration patterns, and kinship relations as part of broader processes of
modernization and socio-economic restructuring in contemporary Iran. In terms of livelihood patterns,
five key themes emerged, including the decline of traditional subsistence resources, expansion of non-
pastoral economic activities, increasing centrality of the state, acceptance of socio-economic change, and
growing emphasis on capital accumulation, indicating a gradual shift from a closed pastoral economy
toward a diversified and market-oriented system, facilitated by technological advancement and improved
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infrastructure. Regarding social stratification, six main categories were identified, such as the dominance
of traditional elites, public dissatisfaction with hierarchical structures, rising social awareness, state
intervention, expansion of modern education, and the growth of individualism, all of which have
contributed to the weakening of traditional authority and the emergence of a more differentiated social
order. In relation to migration practices, five categories were observed, including the persistence of
nomadic traditions, ecological constraints, shortened migration routes, mechanization of migration,
and emerging tourism activities, where motorized mobility has accelerated seasonal movements while
disrupting traditional migratory cycles and ecological rhythms. Transformations in marriage and kinship
relations were categorized into six themes, such as declining kinship interactions, media influence,
labor migration, modern education, changing lifestyles, and increased social competition, indicating
a reconfiguration of familial relations while maintaining their social significance. A key finding was
the identification of “preservation of valuable historical traditions™ as the core category, highlighting
that despite extensive transformations, cultural heritage remains central to Qashgqai identity, reflecting a
dynamic process in which tradition and modernity coexist. Overall, the study shows that contemporary
Qashgqai society is navigating a complex balance between modernization-driven change and cultural
continuity, where efforts to preserve tradition function as a central mechanism for negotiating ongoing

social transformation.
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Tab. 2: Theories and Perspectives on Social Change in Social Psychology (de la Sablonniére, 2017).
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Tab. 3: Validity and Reliability in the Present Study (Authors, 2025).
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Tab. 4: Major Categories Identified Regarding the Perception and Interpretation of Change in the Social Stratification
System (Authors, 2025).
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Fig. 1: Paradigmatic Model of Change in Social Stratification (Authors, 2025).
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Tab. 5: Major Categories Related to the Perception and Interpretation of Change in the Livelihood System (Authors, 2025).
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Fig. 2: Paradigmatic Model of Livelihood Changes among the Qashqai Nomads (Authors, 2025).
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Tab. 6: Major Categories Identified Regarding Changes in Migration Patterns among the Qashqai Nomads (Authors, 2025).

Aoy | ol P90 dgio

NA vy Bl (39 () S > s 53 2 Bl 255 g5 Gloj sl o)l 4 el SatigsS ool b

Wy VA | & opod 6)lp83 ((Yob Aol ( bl oMt (id GliwnsS dilaio (1351 lgenl N3P S Cundy
by

iy WY a5 4 ol (g yid dacdlue (s oligS 25 S e 15 oligS

V. vo dibate SlingS baswe  blus dacdlue 05 obsS s ol j1 oolisl 2o oMb wile

# W | 2lizd poje )l dglio 5 (BB paje 4 a2yl ol (RS oy il e Ol
BB e Sinjd b oS> sl oloslie sl atunygi (s 2ol

Nny



"y

ey # ok 22
Ay

Ol 33 5 403 g2 3 (EES plbes S5 o lotn] oS 550 dalllas

5S4 ool o i gyl dlgiio gty @S 8970 )0 Sl yadss 4 bgype ()97 (51808 Al pe 5
e g0 AiB1Dp (Bd sde
)29 J\_&ASL;Q Oy o)bu_wl l_: |) ULA) 9 el 5(.4_9}40 =3 ¥l 4> 5956‘)_, M@’Sy'b’i%
u_u)‘ LS‘)-’ u)wu_»b_.\.c).) u.\.uSLSa CgSMLu Cf> paamo jO c)l.x_w )3‘ .,\_M.gu.a d|§_~u cAJ)L) wL_wa 099
sasd ySTam) L 0 yiw 30 oo B b0 Ly ol o)l callste g 5o (o8 b ccmngos (10
Jlous Cromwds b (31 s o 450058 o a5)0 1) Lo dyliw (1ilo g 5o g0 gy ydline 4 Culgs o
2352 45 550 dylan by 59,5 755 G Luan 3| (Su By Llsd o ol ot a5 o WS @l
JBlas 48 3058 o gy il aBlal )0 g duby odud s doluned 3yg0 4o o 4o U plyas ] s coasle 3L o095
233l (g 5 by GaBla Al b e Lol 33 )ola JSTa98 oo dz g Sjgmm Bl 5o sl sl S
125500 ObgSEl 5l (S o o2
ol S by @eb b gl ()9 )0 cub aw b aS g 55 Lo dolunes S1¥g0ne)
b i cpl lo Wb 2l (g Wb Gluss Blol Sl w5 ol plhisl Lo oo
Pl oo 5 mabls il oy Lo dites el 1ylS ol iz b bo oyl . i Laks
Cuzno sl (888 p3ye cailaie ;3 (SofelsS] lpenls 5 deluol cuniog 3)50)0 3 (SielgS| Cidew Cuniog
2oy Gl copepel 3109 axlge (S8 cilStn b gladlato iy 5 19y0 oLyl s Jisg Jo b Lassye ygel 45
bl oxosbs s Placs yr 1051500 p3y0 g 0 5l L)l dil S sl o el a5 p3y0 assl L)
) ia>bas )90 33151 (S JsBa g
ole el s 48 ol casyd cpuslos Lol Wb s Jlo 45 Lo . (63,5, oy 4B ¢S dsins
b S5 S o (rlin B> lg5 00 (2> sl JSho sl Lo oy g uplooS
i oo )l &S Laid 095 Ll 50,8 Is S el 068
Rlse 35 lacodgione g gn JSL 5 S5 Ul 4oy g9y 9 4B Jh8 Byl g coy3 9j5e (Sofi> 9
oS oladl sl 008 () bolas > g (plisg) 5 (2 g el slaely 5o el slapne 5l 5o 4 g
JL»).Q ‘C’L' ué‘p &539 9 P].) u&w elals <o § 039y ubl LS])" L?LL’ u.)]9> 8939 Ja L dJL.u).Qs u‘ d;.b.w‘gd.’
5099 01250 p1o 5 lzl) 3ptusd 3)50 0)lgem (ALE 5 By yrno 50 &S (gpolite sl plie g 58 glaolas) o>
el S ¢ bl o 2925L | GBT31 (B 5 00,8 s plie (el |y (S5 asll o Jod ol i
bl 5 mlio 35x0S ¢ Sujs)sST St yuilicons .0,y mlie (sl Ty 93,5 yams dib g0 lis] by youne
)] Lé ] 4».5)?)‘)3 b\)Lé.}’.wb)sA 05039 L;f‘b) 2O POy L.S)Jo )l 9 Caw! 0 U.’LO.NB pOyo J)|9 J.O.»gdw LIS
) -\.S‘_SA u‘y—c ol)_el
don 0,8 wags Iy Lo (ool whlad 13,8 0 HI8 jgallcms slaol, 5l Lo Sy
9 & o 32 il g oS oo b (650 dapls (6395 c058 gy 1oty bl
el on sloyly &S cunl polre gn andl aling) gLSLe b pogasa o
«.ﬂ,.:.‘:.d}b c,ng L LSJL.’} dl.mdﬁf)b



(za,o # o &
oo pwlidanely slo tigsy /U/L‘/‘:“j(&;/‘l

ol (YA byler—5 00 J ‘Contemporary Socilogical Rescarch

(R (g 4 2alsd) Jpwss el (8B poye 4 Sy Jo> 5 (b)) (55595555 099 17 5 oMb Saile
Sl lys sl 0adh 08 5 (Bihy (g 0 LISl 5 B3] oy g do> pglme slaliwg) 4 dalyed) ol
9 \)uhd—g‘f u_,lm,.aal) olo 99 C)‘9)l§\? o‘).o.{b Jﬁ‘)l\))lg ub)gl.d ..))‘JJ L5’9LQ" Lgl)b|9 Csfb)w)fg)m.))w ‘d.:wL} U"l
Lyl s0d gl 4 o3 Lol el ouge 4 5]y 095 ymsi b () Se g (bl (S Cillsg g 58 whlad b lojen
5 bl by i) o 1slons 35 oyl (ys o 5 25y ccadled 1S (sl b ciiSo 1S3 o eolaye 5 15
ly yuw g5y 93 oo lly b ol 5 Wgis 1o 295 wles,S cole liulaasy (s 393 g Ul Aol Samyd )5 colyul
pye (Bl (g5 51 SOy 53 o950l .l g sl )1 g S b ol (53, Sl gy (3L Anles Joos
oyt 5 ABydl dg S Bluns Jsiio Cogi cpdiz 50 Alwg itz 3y sk )0 9 )1 3929 5y mdle Bl e
(S S )3 8 s SISl doltods y ot g o Jolusg ol p0ye &S sl 0 ey yal eyl ikt
odsl Gl s mSie JsS oS L azs o Bl & ey (Sob LS
2 oble b 1as o ¥ o239 oy 3l ity o ol el adin By
b omdSion s maie A & mdSon 9 Bl oy by el wix
w53 380l Old ] ale B 395 05 e Jasa ol 08 35 a3 oS ba)Saz ppile
el as ;o (Vs a5 B Jro el o ubT}ﬁ%m Y [RTOW BN W
cwaslo3S eyl sz don holog ol & w5 Lb o S on s bl mgy o0
Oy > don
20 2828 poye oS oad el Sy Jon 5 (Pl (559955 (hulig cad aniS aS)sbo s lon gl ey
s il 45 509y dine yol ol ol b (21838 poye . 0isb 0lghd (slacunnys g Glloge shody @Blge 25
S oliny Sl 5 03,8 Jldtol 365 dxals & lbolyl 5 g o (655555 S99 51 o2lid 3l ¢ yolal ol 5
smolio 5 Cuto )3 0y039) (S35 50 ()l (6950 9 3 Camal & oy 9 L polis ol obyls Sy b U
035531 sSLS wlox 3l o)l (Sus5 (il 5 0ld) oAbl juy ISl ol liae dzyp 4S5y ol 05 515 o5
) 1550 oSl 31 (S alasly e ) 105 0
JaPlte S o yBlune 2L dllaie ool (slalialy (i (1o 0 0500l pyer
lania 5l oS cusl glodol 5l )l (R8)S (rb 5 Loy (sloypmme 31 (o cile
Sipiem Bl So b (oloy Blaie loyses 51098 b g wbign o lwnsS 5 5
tdpoluo b s o s (gpu SO Lol 098 0 o dilate dolyd (28 YU el
-l oyl 5 00l
TS 3 St 23050 50 (s 55 8950 51y (RUa8 poye IS byl Wl il des b (g9 dghio
)9,01 oS cul L5‘°“\"“\" Jmad.o} L5)9J9"'§" Do 0 L}ol.w |) C;&uu_a] Alud 9 (§y97ne 4.]9,%0 45[99@(@ U"]U""‘“’])" ]
9 Jeted 2 iz oboliylg JasgJon 803 Byl 5l el (538 095 (ol gliole a9 gl o o s
solaidl edlad o Jain b bloyl jo b dsis cusyd SO Glarsds 5 009 1550 jlowo 3w ddlaie (ol 10 (s0laiBl Dgups
Al yeSio (59l b alaoly )0 old wllolas  laid pojpe S cunl ol Cely daslyds i Ll ouis S0 30
poye 45 line s 35 olial 0l 31 st 2yl 525 5 0059y (S35 0 31 o B0lasasl LB 55 Moles ol aaisly

"y



No

st

0
v Socilogical Rescarch

OhiSer g ygrpuld
Ol 3 ] 403 g 53 AS s S5 oot ] lyaid 5580 ddllas

b3yl S 5 e ol g 00, Sl 55 T 0aiT33 355 51 (oloj i § Ly s 4540 5 axdpdy Sas |y o lasd
ol g b—")“’ o J,;l 0:" 595)3 ol sl ul).u.:u 3 595).%.:» 39 ngJ@ L;)9J9A.§u u,u..)l\A.A_) Julo.:uo
Lol 0l W‘““)}’ Cxiuo u,w‘..\;._:g Ls‘dala.m Lo 1y9y? ulbl.uﬂ uuu‘)ﬁ‘ ¢ ’J.~.>u > : L.Q rwu" A Yo )55\)..0

(Authors, 2025).
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Fig. 3: Grounded Theory Model of Changes in Migration Patterns among the Qashqai Nomads (Authors, 2025).
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Tab. 7: Major Categories Identified Regarding the Perception and Interpretation of Change in the Ethnic System
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Fig. 4: Understanding Change in the Kinship System as a Desire to Preserve Valuable Historical Traditions (Authors, 2025).
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Fig. 5: Final Grounded Theory Model of Understanding Change as an Opportunity/Challenge (Authors, 2025).
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