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Abstract

Multiculturalism is growing up in the contemporary political and philosophical
thoughts. It is tried to be applied in the many Western countries, has a long history
and a rich intellectual root. The main question is that as many intellectual traditions
trying to find a very proper political and social setting to live in quiet and healthy, is
Multiculturalism addressed a better off defying of the setting? It proves the hypothesis
that by focus on the culture and identity in the era of globalization and ever-developing
communication globally, it provides a better conceptual possibility in order to feeling
a sense of well-being. By means of descriptive- analytical methodology and the library
information gathering, it tried to traced its historical roots from the ancient period
to the Modern one and then showing that why Multiculturalism provided a better
redefinition of the social and political setting for the immigration issue because of its
weighting on the cultural recognition and exchanges without leading to the identity
crisis in comparison with the other ideas such as Utilitarianism, Cultural Pluralism,
Liberalism, and Communitarianism.

Keywords: Well-Being, Multiculturalism, Cultural Monism, Cultural Relativity,
Liberalism.

1. Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Faculty of Economics and Political Science, Shahid
Behshti University, Tehran, Iran (Corresponding Author).

Email: d_zandi@sbu.ac.ir

II. PhD in IR, Department of Political Science,Faculty of Law and Political Science Allameh Tabatabai
University, Tehran, Iran.

Citations: Gharayagh-Zandi, D. & Makouee, S., (2023). “Multiculturalism in the Philosophical and Polit-
ical Thoughts; a Possibility to Live in Well-Being”. Two Quarterly Journal of Contemporary Sociological
Research, 12(22): 343-370. doi: 10.22084/csr.2023.27691.2195

Homepage of this Article: https://csr.basu.ac.ir/article 5271.html?lang=en



&
(

AE—=5 s

Gharayagh-Zandi & Makouee O

ism in the Phil hical and Political...

Contemporary Socilogical Research

1. Introduction

In the world now we live in known as the globalized one, immigration and
travel throughout it, is a common feature of it (See to Fenton 1999). In doing
so, a magnitude of interactions between the people, culture and identity would
be takes place, so the main question raised here especially in immigration issue
is that how could be expected to conduct by the guests and the host while they
have to live together? (Brosseau and Dewing 2018: 1; Clyne and Jupp 2011:
xiii; Ibrahim Moawad and Mostafa 2017: 803) The main intellectual endeavor
made in the host side shows that there is a sign of a point of departure from the
past assets existed in the Western traditions. By brief reviewing the intellectual
assets from the ancient and Medieval times to the Modern one, it proved that
the main end of the human would be focus on what is the meaning of life and
how the human being could be live in better off situation. In this regard, the
underlying ones such as cultural monism, Unilateralism, Cultural Pluralism,
Liberalism and Communitarianism discussed in question of the well-being. As
aresult, it demonstrated that they are inadequate to take account in the situation
we faced with, because what discussed rooted just in the Western traditions,
then in relating with the people came from the other different traditions, it
needs to be revised its point of view and substitutes the individual, community
or rationality for culture to figure out a better off solution for well-being in the
host countries for the both sides. Note that revised upwards have a good root
in the past intellectual assets by focusing on the question of well-being indeed
(parekh 2000: 2-6).

2. Methods

This sort of studies would be in nature a qualitative method especially it tries
to make a connection between two variables means multiculturalism and
well-being in the description-analytical manner. That means at first it deems
to explain an intellectual trajectory in the West from the ancient till now to
show that how they would of help to face with the new situation and then
it analyzes the intellectual assets with the situation in question and resulted
a new solution one by focusing on acceptance the multiculturalism rather
on doing the assimilation or melting pot policy as did in the past. Without
understanding this new architecture fabricated, it then impossible to make a
survey to find out how it could be of effective in the host side.
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3. Discussion

- The first question is that why and how cultures would be in essence acceptance
each other? It is precious to note that acceptance is very important than the
recognition and have a thick social ground in the society. It is a substantial
issue because those who live in with a culture through institutionalized and
socialized processes, there is a very good perception on it and now when faced
with the new culture, they find out it an inimical to their naive culture even it is
not on its originated setting (Hossaini Beheshti 2001: 52). In Multiculturalism,
it intended not to accept a new culture instead of the naive one, rather it
recognized the difference in culture based on to demand the social and the
political equality (Maddu, Lu, Affinito and Galinsky 2021: 345-347.

- If acceptance and recognition usually seem no favored of who live
in, so there is a resistance inclination in order to maintain the authenticity
(Miller 1995: 163). By Multiculturalism it tried to go beyond the necessary
situation to reach a highest level of material and ideational achievements in
collaboration of the cultures hosted. Further it is a synergic social practice
instead of acceptance of this in expense of other by force. It is not a cul-de-sac
route rather it is a two-sides way of interaction (Tylor 1994: 25).

- The other question is that what is the chief purpose of Multiculturalism;
in order to preserving the differences existed in between the culture, declining
them or making assimilation on behave of the host culture? It is a very
important question for the migrators’ children who they grown up in the social
context away from the originated culture over the time and for being engaged
with the society in which live in, it needs to be assimilated in its socialization
process. In a sense, the migrators’ children who grown up in the host countries
how they deem to live based on the well-being oriented amid of the cross-
cultural exchanges being exposed on Kymlica 2012: 2). It is one of main issue
of the educational institutions in the host countries by which it tries to put
some courses related to other cultural heritage.

- Lastly, the other issue is that is in this process at the end a cultural
transformation happening? If it would be affected on political and social
setting and made a significant challenge, what is the main solution to cross the
process in so that not to harm a well-being setting desired. Multiculturalism
faces with challenges in the political sphere in a variety of issues and the
main question is how they could be solving the possibility conflicts may be
appearing in the host society over the time in advance (Gozdeck, Ercan and
Kmak 2014: 59).
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4. Conclusion

- The basic notion of Multiculturalism is that the meaning of life would be
of worthy mentioned instead of truth based self-centrism that may be lead to
supremacy and hegemony on behave of self in relation to the rest.

- If be so, it is the ethical life world could be expanded into the world as a
new model of life expectancy in advance.

- It shows that live in free from the fear, violence and supremacy would be
a common sense of the people who lived in the globalized world indeed.

- Al last but not least is that Multiculturalism not only did a better
understanding of the main solution for live in peace and prosperity for the
human beings, it also reinforced the meaning of the life in the Western
traditions in vivid conversation with the other traditions, myths and customs
as the human heritage.
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