v

« & LR Two Quarterly Journal of
22 /g‘ Ln-/‘p‘d 2 . 8/ Contemporary Socio logical Research CSR l{:?l
L) 0.0 3

b

ISSN (P.): 2476-55643, (E.): 2476-6305
Bu-AliSin

Contemporary Socilogical Research Vol. 12, No. 22, Spring & Summer 2023 University

-
-
b
-
bs
o=
e
ps
P
-
bs
o=

Sociological Explanation of National Loyalty Among
Teachers in Tehran

Fatemi-Nia, M. A.', Rezaei, H."

4. https: //dx.doi.org/10.22084/CSR.2023.26170.2097
Received: 2022/04/22; Accepted: 2022/08/10
Type of Article: Research

Pp: 97-132

Abstract

Today, every country demands loyalty from its people and considers the stability,
strength and maintenance of its system to depend on the national loyalty of its people.
All countries have extensive programs to educate people loyal to their system and
country. After the family, the country’s education system is the second institution that
is influential in educating the future makers of the country and can be effective in
forming a sense of national loyalty and increasing it among students. In this direction,
teachers play a decisive role as the arms of the country’s education system. From this
point of view, measuring the level of national loyalty of teachers and factors affecting
it can help policy makers in improving the level of national loyalty of the society. This
research tries to answer the question of what are the factors influencing the sense of
national loyalty of teachers in Tehran using a survey method. The statistical population
of this research is all teachers of public schools in Tehran. Stratified sampling method
and statistical sample size are 302 people. The results of the analysis of the structural
equations of the research show that there is an inverse relationship between the feeling
of national loyalty and the feeling of relative deprivation at the rate of -.186. Also,
there is a significant positive relationship between the feeling of national loyalty with
the variables of religiosity (.440) and hope to reform the country (.358). These three
variables have been able to explain 67% of the variance of the national loyalty of
teachers in Tehran.
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1. Introduction

Nationality is one of the levels of loyalty that mainly conforms to a political
unit called the country. The people of a country consider themselves a member
of alarge group that is located in a certain geographical area and under a certain
political rule. The members of this group have a sense of solidarity towards
each other and towards the group. Loyalty may be demonstrated through trust
in other members and optimism about the group’s future. Behaviorally, loyalty
may be expressed in the sacrifices that individuals make for other members
of their group, which includes staying in the group while incurring personal
costs to him. In recent decades, the issue of national loyalty has become one
of the important issues in the politics of different countries. In recent years,
the valuable group of teachers have always been in the focus of policymakers’
attention due to the livelihood issues and problems they have had. From these
media, they assumed that teachers are not committed and loyal to their job and
national duties compared to the past. Therefore, this research tries to take a
step towards providing grounds for national cohesion by measuring national
loyalty among teachers and factors affecting it. It is no secret that training a
generation loyal to the country is an important and vital thing in the institution
of education, for this reason, the current research has selected and studied the
statistical population of teachers as a group that is effective in training the
future generation of the country. In the meantime, the city of Tehran, as the
political and economic capital of the country and the origin of many national
developments, was chosen as a research sample. The main questions of this
research are what is the level of loyalty of teachers in Tehran? And what are
the most important social factors affecting it?

2. Data

The findings of background variables show that 54.6% of respondents are
women and 45.4% are women. The average age of teachers in Tehran is
about 39.48 years. Their average work experience is about 21 years, about
12.5% have a post-graduate degree, 61.8% have a bachelor’s degree, 24.7%
have a master’s degree, and only 1% have a doctorate. It should be noted that
35.9% are teaching in the primary level, 31.9% in the first secondary level
and 32.2% in the second secondary level. Also, 15.1% are single and 79.9%
are married and only 5% are single due to divorce or death. This data shows
that the institution of the family has a favorable stability among the teachers.
The average research variables are: National loyalty 4.2, Religiosity 4.5, Hope
to reform the country 3.1, Feeling insecure 3.3, Feeling deprived 3.1, Social
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anomie 3.2 and social capital 3.1. According to the results of the regression
analysis, it is clear that almost 62% of the variance of national loyalty in the
statistical population of teachers in Tehran is explained by the variables of
religiosity, relative deprivation, social capital and feeling of insecurity. In fact,
it is possible to distinguish between a person’s beliefs and the extent of his
adherence to Islamic law, the extent of his trust in people and institutions, the
extent of his participation in society, the extent of a person’s communication
with friends and acquaintances, and the feeling of deprivation and insecurity
that he feels in the society with the feeling of loyalty. He communicated
nationally. The beta coefficient also shows the influence of each component
on the feeling of national loyalty.

3. Discussion

The beta coefficients in the table show that in the statistical population of
Tehran teachers, for every unit increase in the religiosity variable, there is
a 0.502 unit increase in the feeling of national loyalty, and for every unit
increase in the relative deprivation feeling variable, there is a 0.170 unit
decrease in the feeling of national loyalty. And for each unit of increase in the
variable of social capital, we will have 0.149 units of increase in the feeling of
national loyalty, and finally, for each unit of increase in the variable of feeling
of insecurity, we will have a decrease of 0.117 units in the feeling of national
loyalty. In addition, the significance level of the model is 0.000 and ideal.
Based on the results of structural equation analysis, it can be said that the
strongest variable affecting national loyalty among teachers in Tehran is the
religiosity variable. The results show that for each unit increase in religiosity,
there will be a 0.44 increase in national loyalty. In the second order, the
variable is the hope of reforming the country. This variable not only has a
path coefficient of about 0.36, but with its presence in the structural equation,
it neutralizes the effect of other variables. The third influencing variable is
the feeling of privacy. According to the results of this model, for each unit of
increase in feeling of relative deprivation, there will be a decrease of 0.18 in
national loyalty. In addition, these three variables explain a total of 0.67% of
the variance of national loyalty, and the rest of this variance is related to the
variables that were not studied in this research.

4. Conclusion
The findings of this research show that the average national loyalty of Tehran
teachers is around 4.2 out of 5, in other words, teachers have strong national
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loyalty. Also, the results of this research showed that the feeling of relative
deprivation is one of the factors influencing the feeling of national loyalty in
teachers, and it was mentioned earlier that the feeling of relative deprivation
is rooted in people’s understanding of the existing level of justice. One of
the dimensions of justice is economic justice. During this research, it was
observed that most of the teachers objected to the amount of salary and benefits
they received compared to other employees of government institutions and
considered it insufficient. They believe that the teachers’ union in Iran has
more rights and benefits compared to other countries. It is insignificant. Even
some teachers believe that justice is not observed in the amount of salary
paid within their class. According to all the mentioned cases, it seems that
it is possible to increase the salaries and benefits of teachers through the
correct implementation of projects such as the fair ranking and leveling of
teachers (which implementation is now in the aura of uncertainty).), unifying
the rights and benefits of all employees of government institutions based on
fair standards, taking into account the hard work and adequate salary for
teachers in disadvantaged areas, teachers of exceptional schools and teachers
of primary schools, reducing the feeling of relative deprivation of teachers,
and as a result, the feeling It increased their national loyalty.

The results of this research proved that one of the factors influencing the
feeling of national loyalty is religiosity. Although teachers are a religious class
and the results of this research showed that the average rating of teachers is
around 4.5 out of 5 and the significant relationship between these two leads
to two suggestions: First, in the selection of teachers, special attention should
be paid to the component of religiosity because with We will attract more
religious people, we will have more loyal teachers, and as a result, loyal
students will be trained. Secondly, by holding in-service courses and creating
suitable working spaces for teachers, we can provide the necessary platforms
to increase their sense of national loyalty.

It should also not be forgotten that having hope for the reform of affairs
is a fundamental pillar in creating national loyalty. It seems that the officials
of the Ministry of Education, through continuous communication with the
educational body and their participation in the administration and correction of
wrong procedures, can provide a platform for increasing hope and deepening
the horizon of the teacher’s approach.
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Tab. 3: Cronbach’s alpha test results
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Tab. 4: Distribution of research variables based on central and dispersion indicators
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Tab. 5: The results of the T test comparing the mean dimensions, marital status and the

dependent variable of the research
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Tab. 6: The results of the regression analysis of national loyalty with the presence of the
variable hope to reform the country
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Tab. 7: The results of the regression analysis of national loyalty without the presence of the
variable hope to reform the country
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Tab. 8: The results of the significance test of path coefficients
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Chart 2: Path analysis model output without fitting
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Chart 3: The output of the analysis model after modification and fitting
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