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Abstract

In this research, we seek to study the social, cultural, economic, and social trends of
the Torkashvand tribe in the contemporary history of Iran. The method of research
is ethnographic and the study population is Torkashvand tribe. Data collection
techniques in this research are based on interview, observation, map and diagram and
data are analyzed based on three stages: data division and organization, interpretation
and reporting. The findings show that: 1. Torkashvand consisted of 6 tribes (Rahmat,
Suleiman, Gorgeh, Merashu, Melijan, Mirazi) and the nomadic territory of this tribe
from the north is to Alvand mountains of Hamedan, from the east to Boroujerd and
Khorramabad from the west to Qasr Shirin, Gilangharb and Ilam and from the south
to Dasht Abbas and Khuzestan. 3. Government bankrupts the tribes by the land reform
program and importing frozen meat and live cattle from other countries bankrupts. In
addition. The need for simple labor due to the development of factories, assemblies
and assembly industries along with urban attractions provided the settlement of a part
of Torkashvand tribe in Kangavar city. 2. The settlement of nomads during the Reza
Shah period, a number of tribes were forced to settle for two years in areas such as
Hamedan, Kangavar, Sahneh and Mahidasht, after a while, and especially with the
fall of the first Pahlavi, they returned to Nomadism. 4. After 1957, the government,
by controlling imports, led to a resurgence of animal husbandry and the continuation
of nomadism among some members of the tribe. The stabilization of urban life and
its increasing attractiveness, the monogamy of the Turkashvand tribe also continued.
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1. Introduction

About one third of Iran’s population were nomads in the 13th century (Shell,
1856). They were local and semi-autonomous powers that created many
problems for the country’s integrity and internal security in the late Qajar
period. As a result of the centripetal and sectarian activities of the tribes and
their lack of attention to the national identity, Reza Shah places the settlement
of the nomads on his agenda. A policy that was bloody and accompanied by
repression. The government of that time, without providing the necessary
infrastructure, and by using violence, disrupted the social organization of
the tribes and inflicted a lot of economic damage on them. Thus, with the
removal of Reza Shah in 1941, many clans resumed migration; But over time,
especially after the land reforms, they faced many problems in the territory of
Koch. They faced a lot of difficulty in the field of macroeconomic policies,
especially the excessive import of meat and livestock, and they gradually tried
to settle down. The Turkashvand tribe is one of the tribes in the west of the
country, which continued to migrate despite various difficulties, and even now
a part of their collective tribes are nomadic people. There are no scientific
studies about this tribe and we are still unaware of their situation. This is
despite the fact that the social and cultural changes in the way of life of the
Turkashvand, like other tribes, have been great during the last hundred years.
The most important factors affecting these changes are settlement of nomads,
land reforms, Islamic revolution of 1978, imposed war and urbanization. In
any case, the mechanism of these factors and how they are influenced by
the mentioned factors are hidden from us and are not reflected in official
documents; it is available in the form of oral culture and lived experience
among the elders of the tribe. This article tries to investigate the social changes
of Turkashvand tribe in the context of contemporary history through field
study and based on first-hand data.

2. Discussion

As a result of the nomad settlement policy, The Turkashvand people were
forced to settle for 2 or 3 years by the military forces, but with the weakening
of this policy, they fled from the settlement area and continued to roam in
remote areas. Turkashunds were gradually affected by macroeconomic and
political trends and came out of self-reliance and “introversion”. Since the
1941, nomadism has been more prosperous. Fast transportation means sent
nomadic products such as oil, wool, curd and livestock to the markets and they

Y



Yy

J L;-‘./,Jf(‘? ‘fj)j C SR Two Quarterly Journal of

@ Contemporary Sociological Research

Vol. 11, No. 21, Autumn & Winter 2023

b

Contemporary Socilogical Research

got more surplus. Over time, presence in distant markets led to the creation of
monetary exchanges; That is, they saved more and this important accumulation
of capital was possible for the people of the tribe.

Unlike rural life, where it was possible to accumulate less capital at that
time, among the nomads, if there was a good year (rainfall and temperature
were suitable), people’s capital would almost double every year. The increase
in income and the possibility of accumulation in the 60s caused people from
Turkashund to migrate to the city. At the beginning of the 70s, the government
bankrupted the peasants by carrying out a series of measures such as importing
agricultural inputs such as wheat and barley and importing frozen meat
and live livestock. Imported goods were subsidized by the government and
reached urban consumers at a price lower than the world price; Therefore, the
production of these goods in the country was not affordable and the producers
who were nomads and villagers went bankrupt and migrated to the cities.

The immigrants had little capital, which was derived from the sale of
livestock. A few continued to nomadism; If this pathetic situation continued
for several years, nomadism would become obsolete forever.

After the Islamic Revolution of 1978, due to the change in the policies of
the new government, livestock farming flourished and the reverse trend of
migration from the city to nomadism was formed. As the population increased
in the 80s, the share of pasture for individuals and tribes decreased; For
example, a father who was born in 1951 and was given a 50 hectare share
of pastures; In 2001, if he had five sons, each of whom had a share of ten
hectares, which was not enough for livestock farming. The children had to
divide the pasture between them every year in such a way that every 5 years
one person used the pasture completely. In addition to the lack of pasture,
other shortages such as providing hay bins and jars in the plains and providing
water for cattle made the situation more difficult for the nomads.

The most important problem that has affected nomadism in the last 20 years
is the fluctuation in the price of agricultural inputs and the consequent price
of meat and livestock. These fluctuations often caused the bankruptcy of low-
income households. The problem of climate change should be added to these
problems, the decrease in rainfall has caused the price of inputs to increase
and the inability to buy them. These climatic changes have sometimes acted
in the opposite direction and have caused damage in another way, such as the
heavy rains that occurred in the spring of 2018, caused severe floods in the
path of nomads and destroyed a large number of their livestock.
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In addition, the traffic of vehicles and their crash with herds of cattle should
also be added. Despite these problems, one factor encourages the nomads to
continue this way of life, and that is that they have no skills other than animal
husbandry. Poverty and lack of skills in the new world forces them to continue
this way of life and they have no interest in continuing it. In general, this type
of life has reached its end and is becoming obsolete.

3. Conclusion

Leaving the relations of the old world, post-constitutional developments, the
formation of the modern state and the formation of the macroeconomics in its
new form can be considered as the most important events that put the country
in a new situation and gradually brought a new order over the society. A system
whose effects were also becoming apparent in the nomadic regions far from
the center. Bureaucratizing the requirements of daily life and weakening the
old feudal relations, as well as trying to integrate the invisible and inaccessible
parts of the population in new and aggressive ways and in an authoritarian
form, were the hallmarks of this emerging order.

In this sense, although the life of Ili and the relationships arising from
it continued during the fourteenth century, the turn that occurred at the
end of the thirteenth century made this way of life, if not obsolete, at least
vulnerable forever; The damage was rooted in the interventionist policies
of the government and the turbulent fluctuations of the macroeconomics.
The combination of government policies and the unstable macro-economic
environment became a factor for Ili’s life to be torn from the historical order
and to be strongly influenced by the coordinates of the new order.

If we consider the transformations after 1941 as a breathing space for
nomadic life, with their occurrence, there was an opportunity to return to the
previous relations, it was the land reforms and development programs that
provided the last blows to this way of life and In practice, they encouraged the
dispersion of different nomadic populations in new urban spaces; Populations
who, without integrating into the civil order of urban life, inevitably agreed to
live on the margins of this order with all its consequences.

With the occurrence of the revolution and the expansion of the “structural
involution” process, we are witnessing the “peasantization of the labor” force
and its “de-proletarianization”. These led to the strengthening and growth of
animal husbandry and its related way of life. But the surplus resulting from
this growth could not lead to the industrialization of production and increased
productivity in this field.
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