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Abstract

Although the development of science and technology speeding up during last years,
still superstition play a role in people believe and behaviors. Since superstitious beliefs
may result in wrong solution and harm people, they are considered as unfavorable
social behavior. It seems that superstitious beliefs widespread among people through
informal socialization ways (family and mass media). The present study designed to
investigate the role of these factors in people superstitious beliefs. For this propose, by
using random sampling and questionnaire, superstitious beliefs of 400 persons who live
in Mashhad were assessed. The results of this study showed that believe in superstition
was highly reliable (e 0.95). Furthermore, the finding of the current study confirmed
the initial assumption which there was a significant correlation between tendency to
superstition and tendency to “other important people”. In addition, the persons who
follow informative media had less tendency to superstition rather than persons who
follow entertainment media. Thereby, it is suggested to weaken superstitious beliefs
in society, we should focus more on content of entertainment media in addition to re-
socialization of family.
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1. Introduction

Beliefs of people in the society are one of the most important and fundamental
components of the culture of any society. These beliefs are generally divided
into two categories. The first category is based on reason, logic and proven
foundations, and second category is based on baseless factors and superstitions.
Anthropological studies show that the origin of superstitions goes back to
ancient times. Due to the lack of awareness, incomplete and limited knowledge
of world affairs, as well as the lack of tools and technology, primitive people
related any unknown phenomenon to gods, spirits and supernatural. And
based on this, they resorted to superstitions and witchcraft to solve problems,
overcome fear and insecurity, achieve desires and deal with natural events.
Even today, inspire of the growth of knowledge and technology, and as a
result, human access to advanced tools and more facilities, evidence shows
that this phenomenon exists in different forms in different societies. In fact,
although today it is thought that superstitions have disappeared and words like
magic and sorcerer are used more in poems and stories , but the number of
people referred to as prayer writers, fortune tellers, mirror lookers, exorcists
who claim to solve problems such as marital and family disputes, fortune-
telling, curing incurable diseases, finding lost objects, infertility, curiosity
about the unknown future, and similar issues, shows that superstitions and
magic have disappeared , is incorrect; therefore, superstitions are not an
imaginary phenomenon related to stories and past time and have a history
of human life. In fact, superstitious beliefs have persisted in today’s world
because of their functions. In times of desperation and helplessness, and when
fear and despair have overcome him by resorting to superstitions and, for
example, going to prayer book, a person feels that he has the ability to control
external events through his own actions. In this, situation, a person feels less
threatened and in gender, and the sense of control over the environment and
confidence is greatly enhanced. Superstitions have various forms. A group of
superstitious beliefs is related to happiness and sadness or good luck and bad
luck of certain things and times. For example, breaking a mirror, going under a
ladder, or doing bad things such as picking nails, cutting hair, washing clothes,
or bathing on certain days of the week or month. On the other hand, some
days and times are auspicious for doing some things. For example, Mondays
are auspicious for traveling, or some events such as building a pigeon house
or a winged ant in the house are omens for owner of the house and are a sign
of blessing and sustenance Marsel Mose (1902: 189) also points out that our
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thoughts about good and bad and the essence of things and events are very
close to the idea of magic.

2. Discussion

The tendency towards superstitions is actually our inner thoughts and feelings
towards it, which has a great impact on our behavior in this regard. According
to the individual and social conditions in which they grow, humans have
different tendencies about different subjects and based on this, they also
show different reactions to different events. In other words, faced with the
same phenomenon, people behave differently due to different tendencies.
Therefore, examining people’s tendencies in order to know and understand
their social behaviors is of great importance, because tendencies determine
behavior and social relations. On the other hand, examining tendencies
is the first step to correct them, and by changing people’s tendencies their
behaviors can also be changed. In the culture of all societies, there are two
types of negative and positive tendencies regarding superstitions. In fact,
some people believe in superstitions and consider it useful and functional, and
some people not only do not believe in it, but consider it an obstacle to the
progress of society and contrary to reason, logic and religion. The important
role of superstitions and their examples, in today’s society, such as referring
to prayer-writers, fortune tellers, exorcists, mirrors, etc., in problems and
crises, as well as in important life decisions. Since the aforementioned people
provide inappropriate solutions to solve problems and achieve their desires,
they can cause irreparable damage to the person and his surroundings. The
aim of the current research is to investigate the effect of socialization on the
tendency to superstition, which was measured using a quantitative method.
This statistical population of this research is the people of Mashhad in 2018. In
order to determine the size of the examined sample in this research, a stratified
random sampling method was used based on which 400 people were selected
as the examined sample from among the thirteen district of the municipality
and 40 neighborhoods from different neighborhoods of Mashhad city. The
research findings were analyzed in two descriptive and inferential ways.
According to the results obtained in the present research, there is a strong
direct and meaningful relationship between the tendency to superstitions and
the independent variable of the tendency of important others. People whose
relatives and especially their parents are more prone to superstitions tend to
superstitions in sensitive and critical times and in times of problems.
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3. Conclusion

The results show that there is no significant relationship between gender and
tendency to superstitions. The results of some past researchers such as Zeb
(2001), Griffiths et al. (2005), Purcell (1982), Foroughi and Asgari Moghadam
(2008), Kalantari et al. Social structures based on gender restrictions and
inequalities, different socialization of women in family, school, etc. Led to less
success of women in achieving their desires. The failure to change the existing
limiting social structures and remove the obstacles in the direction or realizing
the goals and dreams also explained the increase in the tendency towards
superstitions and comforting and hopeful things of this kind in women ; but
it seems that in today’s era, due to the reduction of the above factors and the
achievement of women in better social positions, more suitable employment ,
more education , less discrimination in the family environment , the acquisition
of social freedoms and the overall improvement of living conditions in terms
of tending to superstitions, they are not much different for men. Examining
the employment status of the respondents between this variable and the
dependent variable of the research. In other words, unemployed compared to
employed people. It can be siad with certainly that in the statistical population,
unemployed people tend to have more superstitions than employed people.
According to the theoretical explanation presented, this problem is due to the
lack of access of jobless people to their goal, hopes and through accessible and
reasonable methods. Examining the results related to the educational status of
the respondents also showed that there is a significant relationship between
the level of education of there respondents and tendency to superstitions, and
with increasing education, people tend to be less superstitious. Khajezadeh’s
findings (1390). Asgari and Foroughi Moghadam (2002) Safaei (2009),
Bukhari (2002) and Polterz (2002) also confirm the results of this research.
No relationship was found between the variable of marital status and tendency
to superstitions in the present research. This finding is inconsistent with the
research of Azizkhani, Ebrahimi, Abtin (1394); However, in the study of
Ghasemi et al. (2006), the marital status did not show a significant difference
in individuals.
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