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Abastract

Historical sociology has a special place in the field of social studies of Iranian history
and Iran as a society with a long history is one of the important contexts of this type
of studies. In this study, we have dealt with Ali Shariati’s approach to one of the most
important historical periods of Iranian society, namely the Safavid rule and we have
tried to explore “commemoration of the martyrs of karbela” as a social institution
that builds sociology. In this article, we have tried we have tried from a critical
point of view Safavid religious tolerance and Criticize Shariati’s perspective. In our
opinion, Shariati mistakenly considers social tolerance, which also had religious
backgrounds, as one of the weaknesses of the Safavids and Calls Georgian-Armenian
Christian migration and Safavid economic development based on an active Armenian
/ Christian-Jewish system the product of mysterious hands. Perhaps if the systems
has been strengthened and social tolerance did not decline in the Safavid Empire,
the history of the rise of capitalism would have been written differently, but in the
reading of a multi-voiced Shari’a and the diversity of religions and polytheists in
the Safavid era. One of the signs of Safavid \”very close and mysterious relations\”
with the Christian West is considered. In other words, with the approach of historical
sociology, some complex issues of Iranian history and modernity can be proposed and
re-read in a new conceptual context.
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1. Introduction

One of the key debates in understanding the logic of Iran’s historical
developments is the “emergence of the Safavid dynasty” and the
institutionalization of Shiism as one of the important pillars of
Iran’s territorial identity (Tabatabai, 2014) and Shariati is one
of the contemporary theorists - not only in Iran but in the world
- who tried to make the logic of the historical evolution of the
Iranian society to be seriously re-examined. Shariati’s approach
to Safavid Dynasty may be considered under Safavid Studies and
research fields. Historical sociology is based on a critical view
of trying to inquire the roots of decadence and decline. In other
words, in Shariati’s view, it seems that the emergence of the
Safavids causes territorial unity, but at the same time it also causes
religious distortion and religious destruction (Shariati, 2008: 68)
and this i1s the paradox that is reflected in Shariati’s discourse
about Safavid Shiism or Shiism under the Safavid dynasty. Of
course, many critics have tried to seriously critique Shariati’s
Safavid studies and have claimed that Shariati’s criticism of the
Safavids was incorrect and incomplete and as a matter of fact has
numerous weaknesses and shortcomings. Another group of critics
have also very sympathetica lly tried to address the importance
of what angle and attitude did Shariati criticize the Safavid era
and whether this criticism is fundamentally necessary and has a
special effectiveness for us today or not?

2. Research Methods

In other words, the critics of the second type have addressed
Shariati’s research in the field of Safavid and Shi’ism with a
theoretical approach, and with his key premise that it was based on
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a kind of philosophy of history (that is, the idea of degeneration in
Shariati’s interpretation of Iran’s historical evolution); They have
had empathy and have accepted Shariati as a first-rate theoretician
in the field of theoretical studies of history and historical sociology.

3. Research Findings

Considering this issue in the present research, we tried to address
one of the important dimensions of Safavid Iranian society in
Shariati’s view, and that is the institution of “Ruzeh-Khani” (a form
of collective liturgy) which, as a form of social life, influenced the
frameworks of Iranian society in various ways. This institution
has played a significant role as one of the main pillars of the
Iranian national identity over the centuries, but it has received less
attention from the theoreticians of the national identity discourses
in Iran. Said differently, unlike the modern and ultra-nationalist
discourses that have dealt with the contemporary dimensions of
national identity or the ancient dimensions of Iranian nationality,
Shariati has tried to criticize one of the stable institutions, that is,
Ruzeh Khani, in terms of identity in Iran, and from that perspective
enters the logic of historical developments.

4. Conclusion

In other words, Shariati does not interpret Ruzah Khani in a
simplistic contemporary sense, but conceptualizes it as a part of
community building in the context of Safavid Shiism and does
not consider it unrelated to the category of Iranian identity and
nationality. Shariati, with his critical view on the transformation
of “movement” (that is, Alevid Shiism) into “institution” (that is,
Safavid Shiism), tries to conceptualize Safavid Shiism in the form
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of “Safavid Church” and from this point of view, he reflects upon
society-building as a problem and its distinction from “mourning”
in the context of Alevid Shiism. The present research has critically

studied how this conceptualization is done from Shariati’s point of
view and vista.
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